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Question 4: What options can be considered to address possible gaps related to specific regulatory regimes or environment-related instruments with a view to strengthening the implementation of international environmental law? 

On specific regulatory regimes

· The EU and its Member States believe that the AHOEWG should consider which gaps, relating to existing regulatory regimes, ongoing processes and areas where no regime exist, should be addressed by the GPE process itself and which gaps should be considered in other fora.
· We acknowledge that certain omissions or inadequacies that many perceive as gaps in regulatory regimes reflect the result of carefully negotiated compromises. 
· Furthermore, the AHOEWG should consider what can be addressed by the GPE process itself and which gaps should be considered in other fora. 
· Not all the gaps and challenges that exist can be usefully addressed by UNGA/AHOEWG, hence these should not be the focus of discussion in the AHOEWG. 
· We also acknowledge that some of the gaps identified by the SG report may better addressed by non-regulatory solutions.
· In some cases, no global concerted effort might be required, for example for certain more local and regional problems.
· Issues regarding the implementation of specific instruments and regimes should be looked at in their respective contexts. 
· It is also important that the existing regimes are involved in the process at all levels and/or phases (gap analysis, solutions seeking and/or implementation).
· Where relevant, specific instruments should be considered also in the context of achieving the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs.
· We recognise that certain environmental sectors may lack an effective regulatory regime. 

Possible recommendations from the AHOEWG 
· Where regimes already exist:
· Their distinct decision making structures should be respected
· Invite existing regulatory regimes to address certain gaps, if identified by the AHOEWG 
· Call on UN Member States to become Parties to existing regimes
· Call for improved implementation of existing commitments within and enhanced cooperation between existing multilateral environmental agreements (such as the chemicals cluster and biodiversity cluster)
· Encourage UN Member States to improve the implementation of regimes that they have already signed up to, including with regard to reporting and to compliance mechanisms 
· Where current processes are ongoing:
· Recognise ongoing efforts and encourage swift action on a political level regarding biodiversity, chemicals and waste. 
· Recommend taking swift action in areas not sufficiently addressed, such as deforestation, upstream measures addressing plastics and marine litter. 

· Where no process to develop a regime is currently ongoing: 
· The EU and its Member States are open to discuss and make recommendations on new and emerging issues 
·  Encourage consideration of additional issues and swift action at global level e.g. regarding global environmental consequences of consumption patterns, soil protection, pharmaceuticals in the environment, including antimicrobial resistance, if identified by the AHOEWG. 



Environment-related instruments

· The EU and its Member States acknowledge that discussions on the environment are ongoing in other related bodies and instruments with their respective decision-making frameworks.
· We recognise that there are many sensitivities associated with the implementation of mutual supportiveness of trade, investment and intellectual property rights with environment, as well as instruments under other sectors not covered in the report. 
· We also recognise and affirm the importance of UN System wide coordination bodies on environment that include environment related instruments.
· We note that environmental degradation can interfere with the enjoyment of a number of human rights. We are open to discuss these issues further in a constructive manner. The EU and its Member States also continue to support the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on human rights and the environment.
· Furthermore, we note that environmental degradation can negatively affect overall development and economic growth due to the social costs associated with environmental degradation and excessive and wasteful use of resources. 
· We see the potential value in giving more detailed consideration to gaps between environment and other regimes and the potential for synergies and mutual supportiveness.

Possible Recommendations from AHOEWG  
· Recommend to strengthen the inclusion of environmental considerations in a number of interrelated processes e.g. in (but not limited to) the context of international trade, investment, in the spirit of the integrated approach of the 2030 Agenda, in particular through the relevant UN coordination structures.
· Acknowledge that mainstreaming of environmental principles and concerns into environment-related instruments cannot be done from outside the relevant regimes and that strengthening international environmental law and governance could lead to increased awareness and mainstreaming into other sectors. 
· Encourage Member States and relevant fora to mainstream environment into their activities and with that enhance the implementation of international environmental law and governance.
· Encourage processes and institutions to better take into account environmental considerations, bearing in mind ongoing efforts and reflecting the integrated spirit of the 2030 Agenda.
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