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We thank the Secretariat for the very insightful and informative presentation. We note with appreciation the progress made so far in the development of the Mid-Term Strategy, based, I believe, on the many interactive encounters, be it during the discovery sessions or the CPR meetings. 

At this stage of discussions, a second draft narrative document designing the strategy has been put forward, supplemented by a collection of Member States’ comments, based on their guidance. We are pleased to see our contribution being referred to and some of it taken into consideration, mainly that part related to identifying policies and investments for green jobs creation. 

Nonetheless, while we recognize consideration of our concerns related to increasing focus on issues such as equity and poverty eradication, we believe this should be accompanied by a reference to the need to frame a Strategy relevant to national contexts and realities in addressing critical environmental issues. 

Actually, these national capabilities, especially different scales of economic growth and technological development have repercussions on the capacity of countries to implement international policies at the national levels. That's why we insist on seeing this distinctive feature clearly reflected in the MTS. 

It’s doubtless that environmental issues are a collective challenge and while working into achieving the more ambitious and wider vision of Rio+20, middle and low income countries find it hard to live up to this aspiration.

In our previous comments, we recognized the necessity for UNEP to respond to global needs and recommended their adaptation to country priorities in order to remain relevant and achieve a comprehensive approach, especially in the framework of the Agenda 2030. We reiterate this appeal because as the date of 2030 is at our doorstep, the level in achievement of SDGs is still uneven and varying depending on the reasons we stated earlier.

In this respect, capacity building, financing and technology and know-how transfer remain a recurrent challenge in many regions, a factor that may hinder the way towards sustainable development for many countries, especially regarding the economic aspect which impacts the social and environmental ones. 





On a more specific question, related to Climate Change, which sets 2025 as a date when all fossil subsidies and other climate-damaging incentives be redirected towards sustainable energy sources that can contribute to energy sector carbon neutrality:

We believe this may undermine the revenues of certain developing countries, mostly dependent on these resources, the jobs created through these sectors and the protection of the poorest segments of society. 

In this particular case, a phasing-in approach seems more rational and applicable.

In this respect, it is worth considering the modalities aiming to achieve clean energy transition in the context of sustainable development and to look for means of implementing, including financing it. 
 
Thank you 


