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Provisional Annotated Agenda
Meeting of High-Level Officials



I. Introduction

1. The XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean (Cartagena, Colombia, 28 to 31 March 2016), adopted the Cartagena Declaration, as well as eleven decisions on key issues of the environmental agenda for development sustainable, and directed the regional political dialogue towards the Second Assembly of the United Nations for the Environment.
2. After the XX Meeting of the Forum, the Second Assembly of the United Nations for the Environment (Nairobi, Kenya, 23-27 May 2016) recognized the ongoing work of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, and noted the results of its XX Meeting, "welcoming the progress and achievements of the regional forums of environment ministers to which the United Nations Environment Program supports and recognizing that these platforms are important to strengthen the participation of the countries in the preparation and follow-up of the sessions of the United Nations Assembly on the Environment of the United Nations Environment Program "(UNEA Resolution 2/2).
3. During the intersessional period, the High-Level Intersessional Meeting and the Regional Consultation for the Third Assembly of the United Nations for the Environment were held, from October 11 to 13, 2017, in the city of Bogotá, Colombia. In this interregional meeting, in addition to following up and guiding the implementation of the decisions of the Forum, it was resolved to couple the cycles of the Minister's Forum to the cycles of the Assembly of the United Nations Environment and concomitantly with the adoption of the procedural rules of the Assembly, Colombia ended its cycle in the exercise of the presidency of the XX Forum of Ministers, assuming the Argentine Republic the presidency of the XXI Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.

II. Objectives of the Meeting
4. The Meeting of High-Level Officials of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean will be held from 9 to 10 October 2018 in the autonomous city of Buenos Aires, Argentina.
5. The main objective of the Meeting of High Level Officials is to follow up on the implementation work of the decisions adopted by the XX Forum, and to make specific recommendations to the Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, regarding aspects of the environmental agenda identified as priorities for regional cooperation and for which the Forum can contribute substantively to the identification and implementation of innovative solutions.
6. In addition, the Meeting of High Level Officials will have the opportunity to follow up on the results of the Third Assembly of the United Nations Environment (Nairobi, Kenya, December 2 to 6, 2017) and to engage in a regional dialogue on the preparatory work of the fourth Assembly of the United Nations for the Environment, to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, from March 11 to 15, 2019, to agree on regional positions and proposals to be presented at the Assembly, whose main theme is " Innovative solutions for environmental problems and sustainable consumption and production ".



III. Comments on the Agenda Items of the of the Meeting

Agenda Item 1: Opening of the meeting
7. The meeting will begin with an opening ceremony on Tuesday, 9 October 2018 at 9:00 a.m. with the words of the Secretary of Environment Rabbi Sergio Bergman of the Environment Secretariat of Argentina, as Chair of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers, and of the representative of the United Nations Environment Programme, Mr. Leo Heileman Regional Director and Representative, in his capacity as Secretary of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean. After this, a Representative of the Regional Civil Society Main Groups and Stakeholders will be invited to deliver a message to the meeting.

Agenda Item 2: Organization of work
2.1. Adoption of the rules of the meeting
8. In accordance with the practice of the Forum, the adoption of the regulation of the United Nations Environment Assembly, mutatis mutandis is proposed to govern the proceedings of the meeting. The practice and expectation is that the agreements of the Forum are adopted by consensus.
2.2. Approval of the Agenda and the calendar of sessions of the meeting
9. Under this point, the Officers will consider the Provisional Agenda and the Annotated Provisional Agenda and its Calendar of Sessions proposed by the Chair and will adopt them after incorporating the modifications they consider necessary. The Calendar of Sessions appears as Annex I to this document.

Agenda item 3: Brief summary of regional progress in the implementation of the decisions adopted at the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean
10. The Director and Regional Representative of the United Nations Environment Program, Mr. Leo Heileman, will briefly introduce the report of the Secretariat that summarizes the results of the implementation of the decisions adopted by the Forum, in particular through the activities carried out by the working groups or networks established by the Forum (UNEP/LAC-IGWG.XXI/3). 
11. Delegates will consider making additional contributions and discussing strategies and approaches that will enhance the role of the forum of ministers as a regional platform for achieving tangible progress in the environmental agenda, and cooperation instruments available for this purpose.

Agenda Item 4: Discussion of recommendations for the ministerial segment 
4.1. Innovative solutions to detoxify our environment
12. After a brief introduction of the Document (UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/4) by the Secretariat, the results of the intersessional work of the Chemical and Waste Network of the Forum of Ministers will be presented in accordance with the mandate received by Decision 8 of the XX Meeting of the Forum, in particular the Action Plan for regional cooperation in the management of chemicals and waste 2019-2020 and the Resource Mobilization Strategy 2019-2020 (Documents UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI /4/Ad.1 and Document UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/4/Ad.2, respectively) that are submitted for adoption by the XXI Forum. The Secretariat will also present the main results of the Waste Management Outlook Report in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
13. The issue of Marine Garbage with a focus on water quality will be addressed from an introduction to be made by the Chair. The presentations made will serve as a basis for delegates to discuss and agree on the recommendation that will be raised to the ministerial segment on this issue.
4.2 Innovative solutions to decarbonize our environment
14. To address this agenda item, the meeting will have Document UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/5. This session will be introduced by the Chair, based on this working document that will focus on the main themes resilient infrastructure and risk mapping, as well as clean transport and electric mobility, and how the regional climate change platform established by the XX Forum can be useful for the region to share good practices and lessons learned and identify opportunities for interregional cooperation with a strategic focus. 
15. The presentations made will serve as a basis for delegates to discuss and agree on the recommendation that will be raised to the ministerial segment on this matter. 
4.3 Innovative solutions for decoupling 
16. For this topic, the Officials will have Document UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/6, which introduces current trends and the imperative of decoupling economic growth from the use of environmental degradation resources, presenting innovative solutions for decoupling in the region, and sustainable, resilient and efficient cities as key intervention areas for decoupling. The document also provides information on sustainable construction and infrastructure issues, sustainable public procurement, innovation for sustainable business and sustainable lifestyles. 
17. Delegates will have the opportunity to discuss these issues and agree on the recommendation that will be raised to the ministerial segment on this issue.
4.4. Innovative solutions to enhance the benefits of ecosystems 
18. As a basis for discussing this item on the agenda, the Officers Meeting will have Document UNEP  AC-IG.XXI/7 that addresses central issues for the protection and sustainable use of biodiversity in the ecosystems of the region, including the integrated management of protected areas, and  the integration of biodiversity in all productive sectors, taking into account the multiple benefits of goods and services derived from biodiversity, within the framework of implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biological Diversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi Targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity. 
19. During their deliberations, delegates will have the opportunity to discuss these issues and agree on the recommendation that will be raised to the ministerial segment. 

Agenda item 5: Regional preparation for the Fourth United Nations Environment Assembly  
20. The United Nations Environment Assembly, the world's highest decision-making body on the environment, addresses the most significant environmental challenges that the world currently faces. Understanding these challenges, and preserving and rehabilitating our environment, is one of the central ideas of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. With this in mind, the Assembly meets every two years to define the priorities of global environmental policies and develop related international legislation. Through its resolutions and calls for action, this body provides leadership and catalyzes intergovernmental action on environmental issues. 
21. The XX Meeting of the Forum noted that the United Nations Environment Assembly is the global space to seek joint visions and define concrete actions in favour of the environment and sustainable development, in which Latin America and the Caribbean must actively participate with proactive positions, and take decisions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of the region so that they are integrated into the global environmental agenda for the region to become visible. In particular, it was reaffirmed that "the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean constitutes a space for regional dialogue, the exchange of good practices and experiences and the monitoring of public policies, among other things, the integration of the environmental dimension in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its relationship with the eradication of poverty and the challenges that the region faces in this regard. For this reason, the Forum will provide leadership and contributions on the environmental dimension to the regional mechanisms for monitoring the implementation of the 2030 Agenda in the region, and to UNEA”. 
22. The Third United Nations Environment Assembly was held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 4 to 6 December 2017. It approved 13 resolutions and 3 decisions. Among them, measures to deal with marine litter and micro plastics, prevent and reduce air pollution, remove lead in paint and batteries, protect water ecosystems and control pollution in areas affected by conflict and terrorism. In addition, the Ministers of Environment adopted the Ministerial Declaration "Towards a Pollution Free Planet ", indicating that nations will honour efforts to prevent, mitigate and manage air, and soil pollution, fresh water, oceans and water pollution, which harms our health, societies, ecosystems, economies and security.
23. The Fourth UNEA, to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 11 to 15 March 2019, has as its main theme "Innovative Solutions for environmental challenges and sustainable consumption and production". The preparatory work for the Assembly is underway. The Secretariat has prepared a concept document, which was open to comments and input from States and interested parties. Also, in his note dated 8 August 2018, H.E. Siim Kiisler, Minister of Environment of Estonia and President of the Fourth United Nations Environment Assembly shared a first draft of the Final Ministerial Document of the Fourth Assembly. The Preliminary Draft is the result of informal consultations with Member States and interested parties, including written presentations, and takes into account the final conceptual note on the theme of the United Nations Environment Assembly of 2019 developed by the Secretariat. The preliminary draft reflects three main priority areas for taking action towards the achievement of innovative and sustainable societies at the global, regional and national levels. 
24. This segment will have two parts. Part 1 will initiate with a presentation by Jorge Laguna, UN Environment Director Governance Affairs & Private Sector Relations, focused on the theme of the Assembly, a follow up of the past Third UN Environment Assembly, and overall preparations for the upcoming Assembly. His intervention will be followed by a presentation by Ambassador Marta Juárez Ruiz, focused on GRULAC’s position, participation of non-resident member states and preparations of resolutions. 
25. Part 2 of this session will consist of a consultation on the Draft Ministerial Declaration for UNEA-4 led by the President of the Fourth UN Environment Assembly, H.E. Siim Kiisler. 


Agenda Item 6: Review of the recommendations and the draft Ministerial Declaration 
26. Under this point, the Meeting will review the draft recommendations based on the deliberations held in item 4 of the agenda, as well as the consultations carried out by the Chair and the Bureau regarding the draft Declaration of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Agenda Item 7: Approval of the recommendations for the ministerial segment. 
27. The Meeting will approve the recommendations that will be presented for the consideration of the Ministers. 

Agenda Item 8: Other matters 
28. The representatives of the countries will discuss any other topic that has been agreed to be included under this agenda item. 

Agenda Item 9: Closing of the meeting 
29. The meeting will be closed on Wednesday 10 October at 18:30hs.
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Annex I

AGENDA
	TIME
	PREPARATORY MEETING
Tuesday 9 October 2018

	08:30 – 09:00
	REGISTRATION

	9:00 – 09:30
	1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

	09:30 – 10:00

	2. ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK
2.1. Adoption of the rules of the meeting.
2.2. Presentation and approval of the agenda and schedule of the meeting.

	10:00 – 10:30

	Coffee Break
	

	10: 30 – 11:30

	3. BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE PROGRESS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECISIONS ADOPTED AT THE XX MEETING OF THE FORUM
	

	11:30 – 13:00

	4. PREPARATION FOR THE MINISTERIAL DIALOGUES
I. FIRST MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO DETOXIFY OUR ENVIRONMENT

	

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00 – 15:30

	II. SECOND MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE 
	

	15.30 – 17:00

	III. THIRD MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR DECOUPLING
	

	17:00 – 17:30
	Coffee Break

	17:30 – 19:00
	IV. FOURTH MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO ENHANCE THE BENEFITS OF ECOSYSTEMS


	TIME
	PREPARATORY MEETING 
Wednesday 10 October 2018

	
09:00 – 9:30

	1. RECAP OF THE FIRST DAY

	9:30 - 10:30

	2. REGIONAL PREPARATION FOR UNEA IV

	10:30 – 11:00

	Coffee Break

	11:00 – 12:30
	3. REGIONAL PREPARATION FOR UNEA IV (CONTINUATION) 

	12:30 – 13:30

	Lunch

	13:30 – 15:30

	4. REVIEW OF THE AGREEMENTS OF THE FORUM AND REGIONAL POLITICAL DECLARATION

	15:30 – 16:00

	Coffee Break

	16:00– 17.30
	5. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION FOR THE MINISTERIAL SEGMENT

	
18.30

	
6. CLOSING OF THE PREPARATORY MEETING
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