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Areas of interest

• NSA Trade data validation

• Populating the UNEP Questionnaire

• Involved divisions at the NSA

• Difficulties encountered 

• Recommendations to the UNEP



NSA Trade data Validation Process

▪ The Namibia Statistics Agency (NSA) currently sources its trade 
data from the Customs Authority which is the Namibia Revenue 
Agency(NamRa).

▪ Data is received on a monthly basis which is processed and 
analysed before being made available to the public.

▪ The NSA reports on actual trade data collected at different point 
of entries across Namibia, therefore we do not make use of 
estimates when it comes to reporting.



▪ Different methods and tools are used when it comes to validating our 
trade data, as one of our core principles at the NSA which is also in 
concordance with statistical principles is to produce quality data which is 
fit for purpose and use.

▪ Data is first scrutinized for outliers by our Eurotrace Database 
Management System before performing data validation checks with sql.

▪ Since trade data is susceptible to change due to trade policies, 
negotiations and agreements among other things, what might seem to 
be an outlier could easily be explained by the aforementioned and this is 
where advanced validation is important. 



Populating the UNEP Questionnaire

▪ Populating the EW-MFA deemed laborious but made easy 
with the Manual on Economy Wide Material Flow Accounting 
as it gave the required overview on the questionnaire.

▪ The questionnaire outlined the different products to consider 
when populating the various material categories.

▪ Trade data based on the HS codes proved to be beneficial as 
it was easier to identify relevant products that match the 
descriptions in the material categories.



Products in the manual matching those utilized



Involved divisions at the NSA

▪ Trade Sub-division (momentarily spearheading 
environmental statistics)



Difficulties encountered 

Considering that it was the first questionnaire of its kind being 
populated, certain material categories were not fully 
understood as they were not clearly defined.

▪ An example of a not-well defined sub-

category is 1717, 1718 & 1708 which 

were ultimately left blank in the 

submitted questionnaire.



Recommendations to the UNEP

▪ We value the work of the UNEP in establishing & maintaining a 
robust structure of statistics within the Environmental sphere to 
enable analysis that will influence policy makers to ensure the 
safety of the environment.

▪ Therefore, when questionnaires of this nature are distributed to 
data providers, it will be of benefit to fully capacitate compilers.

▪ As much as the manuals are useful, a hands on approach will be 
effective and efficient in acquiring what is expected from these 
questionnaires.
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