Malawi intervention on Agenda item 5; Implementation of UNEA decision 4/2 entitled “Provisional agenda, date and venue of the fifth session of the United Nations Environment Assembly”. Sub-item (iii) Preparations for UNEA-5, including a possible scoping exercise and/or timetable for the tabling of resolutions for UNEA-5

1. My delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the African group regarding the format and timing of UNEA V. 

2. Before I proceed, let me sincerely thank the Secretariat for coming up with various documents regarding the discussion on preparations for UNEA 5.

3. In principle Malawi supports the two-stage approach regarding the holding of UNEA V. But we are not fully convinced why the resumed session should take place specifically in February 2022 and not any other date including dates in 2021 as mentioned by others. We believe that the date of the resumed session, (should the two-stage approach gain consensus), need be a point for further deliberations, taking into account several considerations such as developments in MEAs, developments regarding covid-19 and of course relevant rules of procedure regarding notification of meetings and sharing of documents. My delegation’s view is that February 2022 is being mentioned as a matter of practical convenience if not comfort of regularity. In fact, it is entirely possible for the resumed session to take place after February 2022. Of course, that said the earlier the resumed session is held the better for my delegation. To reiterate my point, Malawi believes that while there is emerging consensus on a two-staged approach, the view that the resumed session should take place in February 2022 should not be one taken for granted.

4. With regard to indicative list of procedural decisions and resolutions for possible consideration during the first stage of UNEA V as proposed in the Secretariat paper, my delegation would like to indicate its view that the issue of election of office bearers should also be an item for consideration. The election of office bearers for UNEA-6 is both technical/legal matter as well as a political one. Therefore, its management should be understood and negotiated in that manner. 

5. Chair, my delegation believes that while technically rule 8 and rule 20, regarding adjournment of UNEA sessions and tenure of leadership, seem to be straightforward, they should be read together with Rule 1, which specifically states that UNEA Sessions shall be held once every two years. For us the foregoing, in its totality, means that a UNEA Presidency is held for a period of two years. No member state, in our view, should hold the presidency for more than two years. and we know that so far, no member state has held the presidency for more than two years. It would be unfortunate that such a development is contemplated at a time when Africa is about to resume the presidency of UNEA for the first time in the history of a new look UNEA with universal membership.


6. Chair my delegation, is of the view any arrangement outside of the mandated two-year term of the UNEA Presidency, requires political engagement. This is from the perspectives of both the outgoing member state and the incoming region, in this case Africa. We are fully aware of the sense of responsibility that comes with the UNEA Presidency. We are equally aware of the sense of achievement that also derives from the UNEA Presidency. It is on this understanding that we believe, the matter of presidency for UNEA VI should be delicately managed.

7. Malawi would also like to join others in strongly opposing any plans to have a ministerial declaration, a process which requires in-person negotiation.

8. I thank you most sincerely Chair for the opportunity to intervene. 
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