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I. Background: environmental sustainability and the 2030 Agenda

The global agreement Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (UNGA, 2015) is the result of an intense process of participation of governments, civil society, the private sector and other development agents to obtain an alliance that promotes sustained and inclusive economic growth, social development and protection of the environment.

Recognizing the complexity of the transition towards sustainable development, the 2030 Agenda has a universal, integral and indivisible vision, which has been reflected in its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169 respective targets.

The environmental, economic and social dimensions are considered in the 17 SDGs, so the 2030 Agenda should be viewed as an integrated plan towards sustainable development, that contemplates and connects its three pillars. Thus, the environmental dimension is present not only in specific objectives, such as climate change, oceans and terrestrial ecosystems, but also in those related to poverty, hunger, health, education, gender, water and the environment, sanitation, energy, economic growth, human settlements, and sustainable consumption and production.

This greater integration of environmental sustainability in the different objectives and goals is based not only on a precautionary principle of harm and risk reduction, but also on the role of natural resources to achieve human well-being, generate economic opportunities and strengthen social and ecological resilience.

This is in line with the agreements of other Multilateral Environmental Conventions, including the Paris Agreement, adopted at the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP21) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which are part of the 2030 Agenda and are reflected therein.
The wide recognition of the role of environmental sustainability in a prosperous future for humanity implies collective action, coordination at all levels and policies that take into account this interrelation.

II. The SDGs as a control board for public policies: the role of the environmental sector

The objectives and goals proposed are an integrated system and constitute a network of links that lay the foundations for the integration and coherence of policies in all sectors and at all territorial levels. In addition, such links between objectives can facilitate the real integration of dimensions that are not sufficiently anchored to date in all institutions, such as the environmental dimension.

This also implies that the repercussions of bad planning or lack of strong environmental action will be serious and will jeopardize the progress made so far, as well as the possibility of achieving the SDGs.

That is why the 2030 Agenda is an extraordinary opportunity to carry out the mandate to protect and sustainably use the environment. This implies fundamental changes in the way in which this sector works with others, especially in the processes of prioritizing actions and monitoring the effectiveness of policy implementation.

For example, environmental authorities must be present in decision-making spaces with specific proposals that integrate environmental considerations with other urgent political priorities, such as national security, employment and competitiveness, among others. This also requires an institutional architecture to plan and implement more comprehensive approaches, as well as new tools to manage the public policy cycle.

In particular, a detailed analysis of the relationships between ecosystem goods and services (water, energy, food, protection from disasters, climate regulation, among others) and progress in prioritized goals at the local, national and/or regional level, will allow a deeper understanding of the links between key ecosystem functions and the achievement of the SDGs. It will also allow to have different options and their implications so that the decision-making process ensures the integration of the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda in public policies. This analysis will serve as a basis to follow up on the integrated implementation of the 2030 Agenda. An adequate set of indicators will also facilitate monitoring in the implementation and subsequent evaluation of the implemented policies. 
Including, in this analysis of interactions, the goals agreed in the framework of Multilateral Environmental Agreements, synergies will also be achieved, and unexpected negative effects avoided. For example, the Paris Agreement and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction already incorporate an ecosystem approach as a tool for climate resilience for development. The Convention on Biological Diversity already contemplates the mainstreaming of biodiversity in productive sectors.
This has implications for public action and the entire policy cycle, promoting: 
a. transformative political planning, that incorporate an analysis to maximize multiple benefits of public action and provides elements to analyze the implications of different alternatives for action. 
b. Greater integration of environmental considerations in the achievement of economic and social results. 
c. Institutional arrangements and participatory multi-stakeholders that follow the policy cycle actively and allow adjustment. 
d. Monitoring schemes and indicators to monitor progress, risks and unexpected effects and the proposal of adjustments in the comprehensive implementation of sustainable development policies.
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III. Synergistic implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Multilateral Environmental Agreements: state in the region and bases for a discussion in the Forum

So far, the ministries of Environment are contributing to the planning, execution and monitoring of the 2030 Agenda through:

a. Participation in intersectoral coordination schemes, at the national level and sometimes, also in a decentralized manner;

b. Support for the achievement of the SDGs with specific action plans and the integration of specific targets in their sectoral plans;

c. Association with other key environmental and non-environmental stakeholders at the national and local levels (civil society, communities, private sector) and at the global level (for example, groups of multilateral environmental agreements); 

d. The collection and use of information and analysis on the environment to ensure adequate decision-making in all sectors of development, and policy coherence. This includes the responsibility for the definition, monitoring and reporting of specific indicators.

However, a detailed analysis of the National Voluntary Reports, presented in 2016 and 2017 by countries in the region, shows the weak coordination of the environmental dimension in practice on planning and monitoring the 2030 Agenda:

a. The linkage of the three dimensions of sustainable development has not yet broken the logic of silos and it is not possible to apply integrated approaches to public action.

b. The processes of aligning National Plans with the SDGs are a first step forward, but they do not substitute a planning exercise based on the integrality of the 2030 Agenda and a clear turn with a long-term approach towards sustainable development.

c. Despite the repeated mention of the environmental dimension, its integration is still practically limited in all the SDGs and the participation of the Ministries of Environment in the highest-level mechanisms for the 2030 Agenda is limited to only a few countries.

d. The reference and treatment of global and regional agreements in environmental matters are dissimilar and are not coordinated with the priorities defined for the SDGs but include in the best-case qualitative references to the commitments made. This shows a clear disconnection between both processes at the level of monitoring and reporting and at the time of implementation.

In this sense, some elements of reflection proposed for this segment of the Forum include the following:

a. What good practices have countries in the region carried out in mainstreaming the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda? What results are being achieved?

b. What tools are necessary to strengthen the environmental governance of the 2030 Agenda at the local, national and regional levels? In what aspects should the ministries of environment be strengthened?

c. How can the analysis of the interactions between the SDG targets support the public agenda at different scales and sectors by applying an ecosystem approach? How can this process lead to an additional budget allocation for the environmental sector to support the achievement of the SDGs?

d. How to strengthen political messages and signals for the private sector and civil society in the region to have greater "environmental" coherence of policies among the stakeholders in the implementation of the SDGs?

And at the regional level:

e. How can peer review and learning spaces be promoted among the member states on the integration of the environmental dimension in the implementation and follow-up of the 2030 Agenda?

f. How to improve collaboration and regional coordination, as a platform to face environmental challenges that require a collective response (for example, water management, vulnerability to climate change, biodiversity conservation, fisheries, sustainable cities, among others)? This also includes other regional ministerial and intergovernmental forums.

g. How to ensure the definition of common positions and priorities in environmental matters following the planned revisions of the 2030 Agenda, the post-2020 biodiversity agenda and other environmental agreements or agreements with environmental implications?
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