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Other Effective
area-based

Conservation
Measure (OECM)

A geographically defined area other than a
protected area which is governed and
managed in ways that achieve positive and
sustained long-term outcomes for the in-situ
conservation of biodiversity, with associated
ecosystem functions and services and where
applicable, cultural, spiritual, socio-economic,
and other locally relevant values.

Reference: Draft DENR Administrative Order providing Guidelines on the
Identification, Selection, Recognition and Registration of Other Effective Area-
Based Conservation Measures
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Guiding Principles on OECMs

@

Evidence-based Ecological Representativeness Equity

Participatory and inclusive Ecological Connectivity



OECM Recognition in PH Laws, Policies and Programs

Section 2, Republic Act No. 7586 or the National Integrated Protected
Areas System (NIPAS) Act of 1992, as amended by RA 11038

“To this end, there is hereby established a National Integrated Protected
Areas System (NIPAS), which shall encompass ecologically rich and unique
areas and biologically important public lands that are habitats of rare and
threatened species of plants and animals, biogeographic zones and related
ecosystems, whether terrestrial, wetland or marine, all of which shall be
designated as ‘protected areas’. The System shall recognize
conservation areas and the management regimes being implemented
by local government units (LGUs), local communities and indigenous
peoples (IPs).”



OECM Recognition in PH Laws, Policies and Programs

Rule 2.2.b, Implementing Rules and Regulations of the NIPAS Act of
1992, as amended by RA No. 11038

The NIPAS should complement the designation, creation or establishment
of similar conservation areas under other domestic laws, and the
management regimes of LGUs, local communities, and indigenous cultural
communities/indigenous peoples (ICCs/IPs). This must likewise be
consistent with, and supportive of the obligations of the Philippines under
treaties and international laws. For this purpose, the metes and bounds of
these areas may be necessary.



Other Enabling Laws

RA 9147 RA 20054 RA 8371 RA 7611
— Amended . Strategic
Wildlife Resources . Indigenous ;
: Philippine o Environmental
Conservation and . : Peoples' Rights
. Fisheries Code of Plan (SEP) for
Protection Act Act
1998 Palawan Act




Other Enabling Laws

National OECM Technical Working Group (NOTWG)

Regional OECM Technical Working Group (ROTWG)



Initial List of Potential OECMs

® Areas under Community-Based Forest
Management Agreements (CBFMA)

e Coastal greenbelts

e Critical Habitats (CH)

® Critical Watersheds

e Globally/Nationally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems (G/NIAHS)

e [CCAs

e Important bird areas

e Local Conservation Areas (LCASs)

e Archaeological area

® Fisheries refugia

® Fisheries reserve

e Inland wetlands

e Military reserves

e Marine Protected Area Networks (MPAN)
(LGU-LGU managed)

® Municipal waters that intersect KBAs

® NGO-led conservation areas

e Other internationally-recognized areas
outside NIPAS

e Privately-owned lands (by individual or
corporations) and islands/concessions

e Reference ecosystems in mining
tenements

® Sacred natural sites

® Shipwrecks

® Significant cave

e Transboundary MPANSs

e University-owned areas



Major Criteria

Supports Key Ecosystem
Services




) Philippines
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Total Protected Areas ()

With management effectiveness
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Protected Areas
@ Marine Protected Aress

Other effective area-based
conservation measures

178
Total Other effective area-based
conservation measures

Polygons/Points ratio

@ Polygons68% (@ PointsI12%

Marine protected arca Coverage

1.62%

Coverage

31,875km*

Marne and coastal area covered

1,965,991km?

Total marine and coastal area
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Recognition Process

1. Identification and Assessment of Potential OECMs
1. Inventory of Potential OECMs
2. Screening for Potential OECMs
3. Secure Consent
4. Full Assessment
1. Endorsement

1. Recognition

1. Incentivization




ANNEX A. Flowchart for the Identification and Recognition of OECMs
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R RESPONSIBLE OFFICE/UNIT

CENRG/PENRO

DENR-governed and
managed areas

Proposed OECMs by
other non-DENR
entities

Nota potential OECM

Consultations with relevant
stakeholders

Primary data collection to support
a particular criterion

YES
Data obtained and

sufficiem?

NO

Not qualfied as OECM

PROCEDURE

- Inventory of Potential OECMs
vd Screening Assessment

Potential OECM

Does the area
answers YES to
BOTH critaria?

YES

Secure consent

Candlidate OECM

Full Assessment

Does the area
meels ALL the
eritgria in Annex G?

YES

EXPECTED OUTPUT/REMARKS

Inventory list of DENR-governed and managed OECMS
(Reference: Annex C - List of Potential OECMs)

List of potential OECMs
(Reference: Annex D - Screening Assessment guide)

Consent from the concerned governance authority
(Reference: Annexes E and F - Consent Form for
Full Assessment and Letter of Consent template)

OECM Assessment form with supporting
documents and map
(Reference: Annex G - Full Assessment for candidate OECMs)




NIPAS and OECM Regional Review Committee (NORRC) Reglonal Technical Review

NIPAS and OECM Regional Review Committee (NCRRC) e . z i o e
Monitoring and Evaluation Creation and Operationalization of
7 5 4 ¢ Monitori d Evaluation T t th tional
National NIPAS and OECM Review Committee Technical Working Group (NNORCTWG) o] (L THRIOTHS
and regional level
{Reference: M&E tool: existing tools and agreed biodiversity
standards for other entities)

NIPAS and OECM Regional Review Committee (NORRC) Accomplished OECM screening form;

Accomplished OECM assessment form;
Consent farm;

Boundary map; and,

Affirmation of the office/s concerned

Endorsement
National NIPAS and OECM Review Committee Technical Working Group (NNORCTWG)

National Technical Review and

Affirmation Proposed DAO on recognized OECMs

National NIPAS and OECM Review Committee (NNORC)

Endorsement to the
Secretary

Approved DAQ on recognized OECMs

Recognized OECMS

BMBE in coordination with FMB, KISS and Geospatial Database

Registration to the National Registry National OECM Registry of recognized
of DECMS OECMs




Stakeholder Consultations and Meetings

TR




Stakeholder Consultations and Meetings




Ways Forward

® Pilot testing of the process on recognizing OECM in 2026
e Establishment of National OECM Registry by 2026

® Conduct capacity building for government personnel and
other entities managing the recognized OECM
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