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1e As in paracraph 19 of the Hxecutive Dirsctor's progress report
(TEP/CONF.1/INF.3), in Chapter I of the lediterranean Action Plan,

relating to the integrated plaaning of the development and management of
natural resources cf the lediterransan region, the Govermments of the region
declared themselves ready to make a joint and thorough study of any proposal
aimed at reconciliny the demands of develeopment with the need to protect

and improve the ¢uality of the llediterrancan enviromment; with a view %o tae
optimal utilizgation of its regources,

2. The GJoverning Council of UNEP at its Third Session gave ifs support

to the Mediterranszan Action Plan 1/. Furthermere, during ths’ Session and

in thelight fan initiztive bv the Govermment of France, the view was

expressed that UNEP Should support the publication of browd guidelines

and tecknical monuals which would serve as a basis for acticn To protect

the Mediterransan and similar ocean eco-regions. It was suggested that

UNEP. should convene azn expert group to start the prepearaition of such y
publications and, in porticular, to slatorate the documents relating to a
project for the protection of the Mediterranean which is referred to as

the “Blue Plan® 2/. | ‘

3. After further consuliations betueen the CGovermment of France and UHIP
it was azreed that the objectives of the “Blue Plan®™ project should ve to
assist the Qovernments of the Cogeval States of the Mediterranean in achieving
a better appreciation of the common prcoiexms they face both in the
lediterransan sea and in its ccastal arsazs. This in turn would assist

them in reaching the appropriate decisions relative fo the management and
conservation of both thess zones and of their resources. It was emphasized
that the protection of the warine envivromment, as a life-supporting system,
could not be dissociated from the priorities of development or from the
improvement of the living conditions of the populatiocns of the Hediterranean
region,

A In its operational aspact, the "Blus Pian™ project, would consist

of variocus vhases. Each one of these phases would have to make rocm for
sets of successgive or simultaneous actions that would lead to the harmoniocus ‘
gcclo~economic development of the Mediterransan region and bring to a halt

or reduce pollution and other forme of degradation, For this purpose; it

wes congidered that the “Blue Plan® for action in the llediterranean region
would have to make provision for studies on, for example, population and
socio—cultural questions, food znd agriculture, human settlements, industry,
trade, transport and tourism. Lonz-term trends in ecach of these Iields

will be identified, and their =ffccts om the envirconment analyzcd. In the
1ight of this analysis, altzrnative socio-economic development policies

will te elabornted whenever necessary. It was stated that the ultimate
objective of the project would be o put at the disposal of national
decision-mekers and development planners information that would enable them

to formulate plans for optimal socio—economic development on a sustalnable
basis without envirommentzl degradation.

1/ UNER/GC/55, pars.id]
2/ ibid, para. 194
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5a On the basis of these preliminary ideas concerning the “"Blue Plan" _
project, the Executive Director of UNEP convened on 22 and 23 January 1976, a
meeting of experits from 16 of the 18 Mediterranean coastal States to advise
him on the preparation of the project. Reprezentatives of United Nations
specialized agencies and other intergovernmental hodies were also present 3/.

6, In his opening staieﬂent, the Executive Director of UNEP asked +the
experts to advise him on:

- 8 more preoise definition of the objectives of the project;

~ the feasibility of its executiong

~ the ways and means of its implementation.

Te After the two-day consultation, the cxperts confirmed the view of the
Executive Director that the main objective of the "Blue Plan® project should
be to assist the national planners and decision-makers of the Mediterranean -
States in making their choices from among various possible development
policies. The choices will involve differing demands on natural and human
regources and the enviromment in general. The project should give

national authorities a better opportunity to consider the potential effects
of various decisions on the ecological stability of the region, particulariy
in relation to the need.for continued balanced development throughout the
HMediterranean region. The experts advised that the geographical scope of the
project should cover the entire Mediterranean Basin, that iz, the Sea itself
and coastal areas directly affccted by goclo—coonomic activities, This
coastal gone may vary in depth from oac country to anotherd; depending on the
gubject under consideration and the disciplines involved,

8, It should be emphasized that, in the final analysis, it is the
prervogetive of the Government of each State to take its own decisions
concerning its developmenl priorities. Uhile this may result in different
Gevelopment styles, with different timc horizons, the experts recognized
that a common interes: existed among Moditerranean © astal States and that
therefore the main trends of development, chould o

be colleoctively analysed on a continuing basis. As a result of this process
of consultation among the States concernsd,and taking full account of
activities in progress and their potential consequences, various possible
alternatives should be identified and presented to the Governments concerned
through their appropriate institutions,

9. To sum up, the programme cnvizaged under the "Blue Plan" should aim at a
goneral harmonization of the actions that may be taken during the coming
decades, with 2 view to ensuring a harmonious economic and social development,
taking full cognizance of the potential resources of the Hediterranean ares

as well as of prevailing corstraints, It should aim at the progreasive
correction of existing economic and social imbalances,

}/ The following were represented: ECE, UNDP, UNIDO, The Office of the
United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, ILO, FAO, UNESCO,
WHO, WMO, IMCO, WTO, IARA, EEC,
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10. " The "Blue Plan™ would consist first of a basic &ocumentfor'documenﬁs,.
and secondly of a plax of action and resecsron aiming at the establishment
of a "Blue Zone" in wHich development would be achicved on’ the basgis of
envircmmentally sound management cuidelinss, In effect, the "Blue Plan®
would provide the coastal States of the llediterrancan with a2 memory of
their ecological and economic past, a system of monitoring their present
inverrelated activities and & prospective view which can form the basis

of their future decisions, :

1. The United Nations Enviromment Progzramme is convening from 8 4o 12 liareh
1976 a second consultation of experts Trem the 18 Hediterranean coastal

States to make the guidelines referred to above operational, for it iz on
these that the "Blue Plan® project rests. The consultation is expected

to produce a drafi of the proposal which the Bxecutive Director would

submit to an intergovernmentasl meeting of the Nediterransan coastal States .
vwhich UNEP contemplates convening as early as May 1976. o

12.  Finally, it should be mentioned; that although the "Blue.Plan" covers '
in one way or another many of the various aspects of the Integrated Plamming
of Development Chapter of the Yediterranean Action Plan; UNEP has initiazted

or has under consideration s mumber of addivional conerete projects that

are relevant to that Chapter,



