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Issues of Concern: Advances and Updates on PFAS and HHPs

Time Program

13:00 – 13:05 Opening remarks

Hilda Van Der Veen, UNDP (moderator)

Bob Diderich, OECD

Baogen Gu, FAO

13:05 – 13:45 Panel Presentations

Finbarr Horgan, FAO - Progress on HHPs under SAICM/GFC

Kevin Helps, UNEP - the Financing Agrochemical Reduction and
Management (FARM) program

Bob Diderich, OECD - Work of the Global Group on PFAS: 

recent developments and next steps

Questions and Answers



For Official Use - À usage officiel

2



For Official Use - À usage officiel

3



For Official Use - À usage officiel

4



For Official Use - À usage officiel

5



For Official Use - À usage officiel

6



For Official Use - À usage officiel

7



For Official Use - À usage officiel

8



For Official Use - À usage officiel

9



For Official Use - À usage officiel

10



For Official Use - À usage officiel

11



For Official Use - À usage officiel

12



For Official Use - À usage officiel

13



For Official Use - À usage officiel

14



For Official Use - À usage officiel

15



For Official Use - À usage officiel

16



For Official Use - À usage officiel

17



For Official Use - À usage officiel

18



For Official Use - À usage officiel

19

Task force work

1. Finalize Operational Framework and 
TOR for interim Steering Committee

2. Finalize TORs for members and 
advisory council

3. Call for members
4. Establish advisory council
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Kevin Helps| 25 June 2025
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PER- AND POLYFLUORINATED 
ALKYL SUBSTANCES (PFAS)

THE GLOBAL PFAS GROUP

OEWG Event - Issues of Concern

Bob Diderich, OECD
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The main objectives of the Programme are to:

▪ Assist OECD Member countries' efforts to protect human 

health and the environment through improving chemical 

safety and biosafety

▪ Make chemical control policies more transparent and 

efficient and save resources for government and industry; 

and

▪ Prevent unnecessary distortions in the trade of chemicals, 

chemical products and products of modern biotechnology.

OECD ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH AND SAFETY 

(EHS) PROGRAMME

38 Member countries, many partner countries and other stakeholders work together to develop

and co-ordinate activities on chemical safety and biosafety on an international basis. One of the

core aspects of the work relates to the Mutual Acceptance of Data.

http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/
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http://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/
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PFAS @ the OECD

https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/risk-

management-risk-reduction-and-sustainable-

chemistry/per-and-poly-fluorinated-chemicals.html
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• Established in 2012 in response to ICCM Resolution II/5 for SAICM;

• Set up to facilitate exchange of information on PFAS, and to support a global 
transition towards safer alternatives;

• Brings together experts from OECD member & non-member countries in 
academia, governments, industry, IGOs, NGOs;

• Open expert group within the OECD Chemicals Programme structure 

– group identifies priorities for work, inputs to the scope of the work and 
reviews/comments on all reports that are developed

– supported through the OECD secretariat

– activities funded via OECD 

Background to the Global PFAS Group
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• Technical reports that provide information to support risk 
management of PFAS

• Topical webinars

• Information sharing

40

Outputs of the Group 
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Identification of PFAS

A list of PFAS on the global market: first edition 
in 2007 and updated in 2018 to provide a 
comprehensive list of PFAS that may have been on the 
global market.

Fact Cards of PFAS: a publication that provides a 
set of 15 fact cards on major groups of PFAS (2021).

Reconciling Terminology of the Universe of 
PFAS: Recommendations and Practical 
Guidance (2021)
• chemical structure-based definition to 

comprehensively reflect the universe of PFASs;
• practical guidance on how to use the PFAS 

terminology
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Synthesis Reports on Understanding Polymeric PFAS 

and Their Life Cycle

Fluoropolymers

In development

Anticipated publication 
Q4 2025
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Published in 2020 
Hazard info - alternatives 
- 2022

Food packaging (paper and 
paperboard)

Published in 2022 
Hazard info - alternatives 
- 2024

Coatings, paints and 
varnishes

Information on commercial availability & current uses of 

PFAS & alternatives in different industry sectors

Cosmetics

Published in Feb 2024
No hazard info report

Hydraulic Oils and 
Lubricants

Published in June 2025
hazard info report in 
drafting 
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PFAS WebPortal: Collection of information on moving to safer 

alternatives   oe.cd/pfass
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Regular update of country information in the WebPortal

https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/risk-management-risk-reduction-and-sustainable-chemistry/per-and-poly-fluorinated-chemicals.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/risk-management-risk-reduction-and-sustainable-chemistry/per-and-poly-fluorinated-chemicals.html
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• Updates on Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Activities in  Australia, the UK and the Stockholm Convention

• Updates on Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances Activities in Canada, the EU, Israel and Japan

• Advancing the knowledge on PFAS – Reports on Perfluoropolyethers and PFAS and Alternatives in cosmetics

• Prevention of PFAS pollution and monitoring of PFAS environmental releases

• Advances in Understanding Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances

• Moving to Safer Alternatives

• Recent risk reduction initiatives for  PFASs

• Reconciling Terminology of the Universe of  PFAS: Recommendations and Practical Guidance

Webinars 2021-2025:
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• Main focus of the event:

– to discuss future work at OECD in the 
context of the Global PFC Group -
supporting risk management of PFAS and 
shifting to safer alternatives of PFAS. 

• Topics included:

– Sharing of risk management approaches;

– Innovation needs for alternatives; 

– Strategies for effective risk communication;

– Monitoring of PFAS in the environment;

– Disposal/incineration of PFAS wastes;

OECD Global Forum
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ACTIVITIES OF THE GLOBAL PFAS GROUP 
FOR 2025-2028

47



For Official Use - À usage officiel

• 6 activities

• Highest priorities on Activities 1, 2, 3, and 5 below

1. Continue to share risk management approaches through collection of 
information across countries and sharing these on the OECD website and through 
periodic webinars

2. Following-up on the Synthesis Report on Fluoropolymers (under development), 
compile and share additional information on fluoropolymers (uses & 
alternatives) and emissions of PFAS and other fluorinated substances from 
fluoropolymers production

3. Continue the analysis of information on suitable and available alternatives 
focusing on specific industry sectors

Activities of the Global PFAS Group for 2025-2028
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4. Develop a report on risk of PFAS to the circular economy

5. Dissemination of information on analytical methods

6. Sharing of Remediation Methods

Activities of the Global PFAS Group for 2025-2028
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PFAS @ the OECD

https://oe.cd/gfe-pfass

Goal since 2012: Facilitate exchange of information on 
PFAS, and to support a global transition towards safer 
alternatives

https://oe.cd/pfass

Interested in joining the Global PFAS Group?

Please contact us (ehs.contact@oecd.org)

https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2024/02/global-forum-environment-per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2024/02/global-forum-environment-per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2024/02/global-forum-environment-per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/topics/sub-issues/risk-management-risk-reduction-and-sustainable-chemistry/per-and-poly-fluorinated-chemicals.html
mailto:ehs.contact@oecd.org
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Q&A
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THANK YOU 

Questions & Answers 
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Connect with FARM 

GEF-FARM.ORG

FARM newsletter

FARM annual report 

Connect with GAHHPs

Join lunchtime event Friday 27 

June

Join Mailing list

Nomination Form GAHHPs 

interim Steering Committee

(opens 27 June)

Connect with Global 

PFAS Group 

Please contact:

ehs.contact@oecd.org

For more info:

https://oe.cd/pfass

https://oe.cd/gfe-pfass

https://oe.cd/pfass
https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2024/02/global-forum-environment-per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/events/2024/02/global-forum-environment-per-and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances.html
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