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Introduction
Within the framework of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment for Latin America and the Caribbean (Cartagena, Colombia, 28-31 March 2016), through Decision 8 on Chemicals and Waste, the establishment of an Intergovernmental Network on Chemicals and Waste for Latin America and the Caribbean was agreed. The main objective of the Network is to strengthen the environmentally sound management of chemicals and waste, reinforcing sub-regional and regional cooperation and facilitating the exchange of experiences
In accordance with the Terms of Reference adopted by Decision 8, further developed by the Rules of Operation, the Network will comprise the governmental focal points nominated by the countries in the region. Also, other stakeholders related with the scope and purpose of the Network will be invited to nominate their respective focal points where appropriate, with the aim of encouraging their participation and promoting an integrated and intersectional vision of the actions to be addressed by the Network. The role of the non-governmental stakeholders will be consultative and will consist in supporting the orientation of the activities of the Network, as well as its implementation.
This document develops the procedure and information that the different stakeholders will need to submit to request their membership to the Network. 

Membership request
Those entities interested to join the Intergovernmental Network on Chemicals and Waste for Latin America and the Caribbean, shall submit a formal letter to the Secretariat, expressing their interest and commitment with the objectives of the Network, the scope of work within the area of chemicals and waste, and how they expect to contribute to the activities of the Network and its goals. 

The letters must be submitted by e-mail to:

Secretariat of the Intergovernmental Network on Chemicals and Waste
UN Environment, Latin America and the Caribbean Office
103 calle Alberto Tejada, Clayton, Panama City, Panama
Email: jordi.pon@unep.org 

Along with the letters, the organizations are requested to fulfil the following form:



Membership form to the Intergovernmental Network on Chemicals and Waste for Latin America and the Caribbean



	Name of the organization
	


	Scope of the organization (national/regional or global)
	

	Name of the representative / focal point
	



	Position / Title
	

	Address of the organization: 
	


	Telephone: 
	


	E-mail:
	


	Website:
	


	Objectives
	Please indicate below the general and specific objectives of the Network that your organization will support:

	General objectives
	
	Contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by facilitating the achievement of the chemicals and waste-related goals and targets in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC);

	
	
	
Support the implementation of the chemicals and waste international agreements in the countries of the region;

	
	
	Strengthen regional cooperation and facilitate exchange of information and best practices on the sound management of chemicals and waste; 

	
	
	To promote technology transfer mechanisms and capacity building for the reduction on the use of chemicals; 

	
	
	Provide recommendations at policy and programme level for consideration of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean. 

	Specific objectives
	
	Support the development and implementation of a regional action plan on chemicals and waste in the region of Latin America and the Caribbean, in coordination with other relevant initiatives and stakeholders;

	
	
	Identify and disseminate among the countries in the region financing opportunities and support resource mobilization to undertake activities related with the area of chemicals and waste; 

	
	
	Facilitate the strengthening of capacities and exchange of information, experiences, policies, projects and good practices on the sound management of chemicals and waste among the countries of the region and with other regions, including through south-south cooperation actions and engaging different stakeholders, and with the support of the network of regional centers of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions; 

	
	
	Promote the knowledge generation and research activities within this area;

	
	
	Promote awareness raising and dissemination of information on risks and impacts linked to chemicals and waste;

	
	
	Identify priorities, challenges and opportunities, and make recommendations for consideration of the LAC Forum of Ministers of Environment and other relevant forums; 

	
	
	Support the development of information exchange mechanisms, in areas such as remediation of polluted sites, the management of mercury in river ecosystems, as well as reduction and, when feasible, elimination of mercury in artisanal mining

	
	
	Other:_________________________
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