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Intersessional Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, Barbados, 2019. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Background document for session 7.- Enhancing the capacity of the Forum to foster cooperation among development institutions in Latin America and the Caribbean Including the Interagency Technical Committee 

1. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes that the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) can only be realized with stronger cooperation among all development stakeholders. All the SDGs include targets referred to the means of implementation of sustainable development and SDG 17 is dedicated to enhancing partnerships. 
2. Regional intergovernmental processes, such as the Forum of Ministers of Environment of LAC, are inclusive platforms for policy dialogue, normative setting, regional cooperation and integration and regional peer learning and South-South Cooperation. 
3. The Forum has served to define collective responses for the provision of regional environmental goods and the management of regional, subregional and transboundary/multi-country issues. They also serve to promote, inter alia: joint-up analysis and monitoring of regional trends, gaps, opportunities and risks; scaled up collaboration on data and policy support; and the establishment of partnerships and joint resource mobilization efforts.
4. To advance the implementation of regional agreements, it is fundamental to work with regional and subregional integration entities and other regional partners facilitating cooperation among multiple stakeholders to enable and multiply result-oriented actions.
5. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Since 1998, the Forum has had the support of the Inter-Agency Technical Committee (ITC), formed by the UN Environment Programme, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank. Over the years, this Committee has been able to channel international cooperation activities towards environmental priority areas in the region. 
6. [bookmark: _Hlk22641575]The Ministers and Heads of Delegation participating in the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, from October 9 to 12, 2018 agreed: “To consult and prepare proposals to the XXII Forum of Ministers of Environment of LAC   for the expansion of the membership of the Interagency Technical Committee taking into consideration regional development banks and agencies, relevant United Nation system agencies, and other regional technical institutions; To invite International Credit Organizations, cooperation agencies and other entities to support the implementation of the regional priorities adopted by the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.”
Objective: 
7. This session is therefore conceived to guide the discussion on the promotion of cooperation and partnerships to advance the decisions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment for Latin America and the Caribbean. It will also consider the nature, role and composition of the ITC and raise recommendations for a decision on the next Forum of Ministers. 
[bookmark: _Toc526243955]Organization of the session
8. After a short background introduction on the role of the ICT and the decision of the latest Forum of Ministers, the members of the ITC will have 3-5 minutes to briefly present the topic of their intervention as stated in the point above. 
9. After these presentations, the following questions will be raised to promote a dialogue on this issue and have feedback and recommendations from MS and other participants in the meeting:
· How could regional cooperation to implement the decisions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of LAC be enhanced?
· What mechanisms can make more effective the role and support of the ITC?
· What are the views in relation to including additional members or modifying the composition of the ITC?
· Which additional entities are recommended to be invited to the ITC?
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