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This report presents an overview of media coverage in the lead-up and during the Fourth UN
Environment Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya. Analysing the period between 1-21 March 2019,
the overview covers a period including the open-ended working group of the Committee of
Permanent Representatives, the Science, Policy, Business Forum and the 5 days of the
Environment Assembly.

The monitoring has included keywords* in all six official UN languages, performed on
Meltwater Media Monitoring system. The system also automatically translates keywords,
vastly expanding search options to global scale.

Numbers at a glance

Between 1-21 March, 2019, the News and Media team has recorded coverage done by more
than 6947 outlets across 167 countries around the globe, in 49 languages.

At least 26,500 articles were published during the UN Environment Assembly: a 128%
increase from the Third Session of the Environment Assembly. It should be noted that of this
total number, 11,000 articles featured both the keywords UN Environment Assembly and
Ethiopian Airlines, which may indicate either an article about the airplane crash that
mentioned the Environment Assembly, or an article with the main theme being the Assembly
that also mentioned the crash.

The United States (22%) and China (20%) had the most coverage of any country.

450 journalists registered to attend the Assembly. Of this number, 388 journalists from 52
countries were accredited by the News and Media team. This number represents a spike
in media attendance, up from 296 from 26 countries during the Third Assembly.

While the crash of the Ethiopian Airlines flight and the opening of the Assembly represented
the largest peak in coverage, we also separately analyzed coverage for the Global
Environment Outlook, Global Chemicals Outlook, the Global Resources Outlook and the
Frontiers Report, which represented other noticeable peaks in overall media coverage.

* UNEA OR "UN Environment Assembly" OR "United Nations Environment Assembly" OR "Fourth United Nations Environment
Assembly" OR "4th UN Environment Assembly" OR "4th session of the UN Environment Assembly" OR "Fourth edition of the
United Nations Environment Assembly” OR "UNEA 4" OR "Environment Assembly" OR "4th UNEA" OR #SolveDifferent OR
"fourth UN Environment Assembly" OR "fourth session of UNEA" OR "“fourth session of the United Nations Environment
Assembly" OR "world's highest-level decision-making body on the environment" OR UNEA-4




Top coverage

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

U.N.: Environmental
threats are
jeopardizing human

i % REUTERS

'‘No tomorrow' for
many unless
consumption falls -

UN Environment
assembly kicks off in
Nairobi

AP associarep press

UN: Environment is
deadly, worsening
mess, but not

Bloomberg

The Green New Deal
Isn’t Global Enough

The Washington Post

Millions could die
prematurely without
‘unprecedented’ action to

clean air and water, a new

U.N. report warns
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Surge in chemical
use ‘a threat to health
and environment’

UN calls for waste
clampdown at key
summit

The
Economist

Countries look at
ways to tinker with
Earth’s thermostat

SCIENTIFIC
AMERICAN

U.S. Blocks U.N.
Resolution on
Geoengineering
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Plastics pressure

@

The 'ecological
foundations of
society' are in peril, a
massive UN report

La jefa de la ONU
Medioambiente avisa
del “coste de no

actuar” en apoyo del
nlaneta

THE STRAITS TIMES

Air pollution causes
as many as 7 million
premature deaths
each year: UN report

LE FIGARO

A Nairobi, Macron
prend de nouveaux
engagements pour la
planete



https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/03/un-healthy-planet-report-environment/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/03/13/millions-could-die-prematurely-without-unprecedented-action-clean-air-water-new-un-report-warns/?noredirect=on
https://www.bbc.com/news/live/business-47493631
https://af.reuters.com/article/kenyaNews/idAFL3N20Z2V8
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/12/surge-in-chemical-use-a-threat-to-health-and-environment
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/03/13/health/un-global-environment-outlook-report/index.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201903/12/WS5c86ae4ba3106c65c34ee00c.html
http://en.rfi.fr/africa/20190312-UN-calls-waste-clampdown-nairobi-one-planet-summit-macron-kenyatta-environment
https://www.efeverde.com/noticias/jefa-onu-medioambiente-avisa-coste-no-actuar-apoyo-planeta/
https://www.apnews.com/36804b092691442ebffff6ed0ba516f2
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2019/03/14/countries-look-at-ways-to-tinker-with-earths-thermostat
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/air-pollution-kills-6-to-7-million-prematurely-every-year-un-report
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-03-17/green-new-deal-won-t-solve-global-climate-change
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/u-s-blocks-u-n-resolution-on-geoengineering/
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2019/03/14/20002-20190314ARTFIG00038--nairobi-macron-prend-de-nouveaux-engagements-pour-la-planete.php
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https://edition.cnn.com/2019/03/13/health/un-global-environment-outlook-report/index.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201903/12/WS5c86ae4ba3106c65c34ee00c.html
http://en.rfi.fr/africa/20190312-UN-calls-waste-clampdown-nairobi-one-planet-summit-macron-kenyatta-environment
https://www.efeverde.com/noticias/jefa-onu-medioambiente-avisa-coste-no-actuar-apoyo-planeta/
https://www.apnews.com/36804b092691442ebffff6ed0ba516f2
https://www.economist.com/science-and-technology/2019/03/14/countries-look-at-ways-to-tinker-with-earths-thermostat
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https://www.straitstimes.com/world/air-pollution-kills-6-to-7-million-prematurely-every-year-un-report
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-03-17/green-new-deal-won-t-solve-global-climate-change
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/u-s-blocks-u-n-resolution-on-geoengineering/
http://www.lefigaro.fr/conjoncture/2019/03/14/20002-20190314ARTFIG00038--nairobi-macron-prend-de-nouveaux-engagements-pour-la-planete.php
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/03/un-healthy-planet-report-environment/
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https://www.wired.com/story/the-arctic-carbon-bomb-could-screw-the-climate-even-more/
https://www.elconfidencial.com/ultima-hora-en-vivo/2019-03-16/el-esfuerzo-por-reducir-la-huella-ecologica-de-una-cumbre-de-medioambiente_2067038/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-6813379/Nations-set-agree-significant-plastic-cuts.html
https://www.cnbcafrica.com/apo/2019/03/15/switch-to-green-initiatives-show-how-to-build-sustainable-societies/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/global-warming/nations-to-resolve-in-addressing-climate-change-un-official/articleshow/68298139.cms
https://www.nation.co.ke/news/UN-lags-in-chemical-waste-reduction-goal/1056-5021624-xj71aoz/index.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-un-global-environment-outlook-report-20190313-story.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/health/environment-damage-behind-1-in-4-global-deaths--disease--un-11340236
https://www.businessinsider.com/un-report-devastating-arctic-temperature-rise-locked-in-2019-3
https://www.bostonglobe.com/news/world/2019/03/05/india-stands-out-especially-toxic-new-air-pollution-report/6Bi2LPEcFwsKkc9a9m9SDM/story.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2019/03/07/commentary/world-commentary/new-paradigm-plastics/
http://www.kbc.co.ke/3-countries-un-environments-clean-seas-campaign/
https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/3kgexv/the-us-opposed-a-un-plan-to-study-geoengineering-to-combat-climate-change
https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/news+bharati-epaper-newsbhar/unea4+170+countries+co+echoes+india+s+resolution+to+limit+single+use+plastic+by+2030-newsid-111415737
https://elpais.com/sociedad/2019/03/15/actualidad/1552675324_005984.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-03/19/c_137907636.htm
http://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/natur/uno-warnt-vor-fuenf-unterschaetzten-umweltproblemen-a-1256235.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/world/africa/article/2189567/un-environment-talks-open-under-shadow-ethiopian-plane-crash
https://www.voanews.com/a/governments-seek-un-scrutiny-of-technologies-to-cool-the-climate/4825130.html
https://www.yna.co.kr/view/AKR20190320085951504
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/nature-destruction-climate-change-world-biodiversity_n_5c49e78ce4b06ba6d3bb2d44
https://www.zeit.de/wissen/umwelt/2019-03/klimawandel-un-report-umweltgefahren-stickoxide-gentechnik
http://www.ansa.it/canale_ambiente/notizie/clima/2019/03/10/da-domani-lassemblea-dellonu-per-salvare-la-terra-_2e5a93ae-d8df-49a5-9473-9a512ef09393.html
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/a-fresh-warning/article26547830.ece
https://allafrica.com/stories/201903210682.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/world/1644588/leaders-appeal-for-urgent-action-on-environment
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-03-15-00-pollution-kills-nine-million-a-year
https://www.afp.com/en/news/3954/un-environment-talks-open-under-shadow-ethiopian-plane-crash-doc-1eh09h4
https://www.valor.com.br/internacional/6160509/brasil-defende-agronegocio-e-faz-critica-durante-cupula-da-onu
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/mundo/en-riesgo-integridad-del-planeta-dice-la-onu
https://gulfnews.com/world/americas/plastic-in-crosshairs-at-un-environment-forum-1.62593350

Coverage analysis

Media Exposure
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@ Siim Kieler (Mar 1, 2019 - Mar 21, 2019)
@ Inger Anciersen (Mar 1, 2018 - Mar 21, 2019)
Joyce Msuya (Mar 1, 2019 - Mar 21, 2019)
@ Fourth UN Environmant Assembly (Mar 1, 2019 - Mar 21, 2019)

Highlights of the week included the opening of the UN Environment Assembly on
Monday, March 11, and the launch of the Global Environment Outlook on Wednesday,
March 13",

Another peak in coverage can be seen around March 5, around the launch of the Frontiers
Report.

The theme of UN Environment remained solidly in the news until Saturday, March 16", after
which the coverage declines.

On Monday, the potential reach of the UN Environment Assembly exceeded 5.7 Billion
views, as seen in the below graph.
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@ Siim Kiskr (Mar 1, 2019 - Mar 21, 2019)
Joyce Msuya (Mar 1, 2019 - Mar 21, 2019)
@ Inger Anclrsen (Mar 1, 2019 - Mar 21, 2019)
@ Fourth UN Environment Assembly (Mar 1, 2019 - Mar 21, 2019)




Coverage by country
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= United States 22% 11 France 3%
@ China 20% E Spain 2%
32 United Kingdom 9% & Brazil 2%
I+l Canada 7% 1 Mexico 2%
== India 5% R Australia 2%

Across the globe, the United States and China saw the most articles, while media in at
least 167 countries reported on the Fourth UN Environment Assembly. The large volume of
articles in the United States can be attributed to the coverage of several global English-
language newswires that was subsequently picked up by local news outlets. Ahead of the
Assembly, the Chinese bureaus in Nairobi had been invited and briefed, resulting in wide
coverage in Chinese outlets, both in Chinese and English.

In comparison to the previous year, coverage in the United Kingdom has grown
exponentially, in part due to the presence of journalists from the Guardian and the Daily Malil,
both high-volume outlets that were represented by very active reporters.

Another notable spike was seen in the coverage by the Canadian Press. A closer look shows
that this is mostly attributable to the high number of Canadian deaths in the crash of flight
ET302 on the eve of the Environment Assembly.
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Coverage by Language
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The Fourth UN Environment Assembly
was covered in 49 languages. More than
14 thousand articles on the assembly were
written in English. These include both
coverage from the major English-language
wires as well as articles written and
published in local and regional outlets.

Arabic  Portuguese
8% 3%

Spanish / Castilian _

21 % of the coverage, or 5180 articles,
were produced in Chinese-language
outlets. The UN official languages of
Spanish (2053), French (1096) and Arabic
(860) also represented significant

English
coverage of the assembly. s

5%

The presence of Spanish-language
newswire EFE, Mexican newspaper El
Universal and Brazilian outlet Valor
Economico contributed to a significant
pickup in the Latin American and
Caribbean region.




Editorials

The News and Media team placed a total of 18 op-eds in the first two weeks of March. Four
op-eds have been accepted and are currently still pending placement.

By Joyce Msuya

o Daily Nation, Kenya: Africa offers hope for a safer planet

e Mail and Guardian, South Africa: We desperately need to change course
Media Indonesia, Indonesia: Bumi semakin Panas, Dampak Lingkungan dan
Kesehatan

El Mercurio, Chile: El planeta, en un punto de inflexion

La Republica, Costa Rica: El planeta, en un punto de inflexion

La Prensa Gréfica, El Salvador: El planeta, en un punto de inflexion

El Universal, México: El planeta, en un punto de inflexion

Diario HOY, R.Dominicana: Hoy Digital - El planeta, en un punto de inflexion
El Nuevo Diario, Nicaragua: El planeta, en un punto de inflexion

Prensa Libre, Guatemala; El planeta, en un punto de inflexion

El Tiempo, Colombia: El planeta, en un punto de inflexion

Xinhua News #FrAE#L: LE S50 LLAS (70 Bk [m] A e

The Paper i&FERTIE): B O [ Hi sk (ARG H 757 © A SIS 2007 AEabRE L FAZ 3R
Sina News BX & [E“HIERIARGIR 2" © A 2017 b ke 1L H 2B IR

By other authors

Susan Gardner: Green collar jobs: A bright hope for the planet?

Leyla Acaroglu: The Rising Trend of Zero Waste Lifestyles

Solitaire Townsend: Will ‘People Power’, or Powerful People, Change the World?
Steven Stone: New and green and fair? Feeling our way towards greener and
more inclusive economies

6 sy o amer 3o OPINI (ST

Pendidikan Agama yang Mencerahkan

We desperately need
to change course

Thew: we

Suhu Bumi Terus Meningkat

Lingkungan makin Panas
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https://www.nation.co.ke/oped/opinion/Africa-offers-hope-for-a-safer-planet/440808-5010942-uq5b8iz/index.html
https://mg.co.za/article/2019-03-08-00-we-desperately-need-to-change-course
http://mediaindonesia.com/read/detail/221713-bumi-semakin-panas-dampak-lingkungan-dan-kesehatan
http://mediaindonesia.com/read/detail/221713-bumi-semakin-panas-dampak-lingkungan-dan-kesehatan
http://www.elmercurio.com/blogs/2019/03/08/67662/El-planeta-en-un-punto-de-inflexion.aspx
https://www.larepublica.net/noticia/el-planeta-en-un-punto-de-inflexion
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/opinion/El-planeta-en-un-punto-de-inflexion-20190308-0590.html
https://www.eluniversal.com.mx/columna/joyce-msuya/nacion/el-planeta-en-un-punto-de-inflexion
http://hoy.com.do/el-planeta-en-un-punto-de-inflexion/
https://www.elnuevodiario.com.ni/opinion/487003-planeta-punto-inflexion/
https://www.prensalibre.com/opinion/plumas-invitadas/el-planeta-en-un-punto-de-inflexion/
https://www.eltiempo.com/economia/sectores/el-planeta-en-un-punto-de-inflexion-por-comida-energia-y-desechos-334684
file:///C:/Users/osanim/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7LWNVM72/•%09http:/www.xinhuanet.com/silkroad/2019-03/14/c_1210081846.htm
https://www.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_3114395
https://news.sina.cn/2019-03-12/detail-ihrfqzkc3301270.d.html?cre=wappage&mod=r&loc=3&r=9&rfunc=67&tj=none
https://www.the-star.co.ke/opinion/columnists/2019-03-11-green-collar-jobs-a-bright-hope-for-the-planet/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2019/03/rising-trend-zero-waste-lifestyles/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2019/03/will-people-power-powerful-people-change-world/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/greener-inclusive-economies/62459/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/greener-inclusive-economies/62459/

Special Events

In the lead-up to the assembly, the News
and Media Team organized 4 media
trips targeted to visiting international
and national media. These included; a
visit to an insect farm; a geothermal
plant and solar-powered clinic; a day trip
around the harmful practices of sand
harvesting and sustainable alternatives;
and a visit to a water recycling facility in
Kibera.

Kenya'’s national team and Russian ice hockey legend Slava
~ Fetisov, drawing attention to the realities of climate change.

A press trip around the visit of Deputy Secretary-General
Amina Mohamed to the Nairobi National Park and David
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust was organized on Friday, 15
March. The DSG was joined by Chinese Goodwill
Ambassador Wang Junkai.

Citizen Media and Xinhua went along to cover the
events.

Editors Dinner

On March 6™, Joyce Msuya and Siim Kiisler, President of the Fourth UN Environment
Assembly, were joined by Kipkoech Tanui, Deputy Editorial Director at Standard Media
Group, Paul llado, Head of Content at RadioAfrica Group and Fred Njiiri, Managing Editor

at Mediamax Network at the Villa Rosa Kempinski in Nairobi for an in-depth discussion of the
upcoming Assembly.

The FlipFlopi at the Assembly

After completing its maiden journey down the East African
coast from Lamu to Zanzibar, the Flopflopi made its way to
| Nairobi to be put upon display during the Environment

. Assembly.

i The exhibition created extra media attention for the Clean

| Seas campaign and the FlipFlopi expedition, especially when
the boat received a visit from Uhuru Kenyatta, President of
Kenya.



https://www.championat.com/hockey/news-3710337-fetisov-sygral-v-hokkej-s-komandoj-kenii-vo-imja-zaschity-ekologii-v-mire.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfExss3ioGs
http://www.xinhuanet.com/world/2019-03/17/c_1124244613.htm
http://ecopress.center/page5274175.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfExss3ioGs

Report launches and press releases at the Assembly

Press Releases

e March 4: ltis time to fix the broken nitrogen cycle says UN Environment Frontiers
Report

e March 6: UN Environment Acting Executive Director issues forceful appeal ahead of
UN Environment Assembly
March 09: Beijing air improvements provide model for other cities

e March 11: Cutting-edge technologies unveiled at Sustainable Innovation Expo in
Nairobi

e March 11: World leaders gather at UN’s top environmental body to ramp up solutions
for sustainable economies

e March 11: UN report: Urgent action needed to tackle chemical pollution as global
production is set to double by 2030
March 12: UN calls for urgent rethink as resource use skyrockets

¢ March 12: Research highlights true impacts of plastics on our planet, ecosystems,
people
March 13: SWITCH to Green initiatives show how to build sustainable societies

e March 13: Human health in dire straits if urgent actions are not made to protect the
environment, warns landmark UN report.

e March 13: Temperature rise is ‘locked-in’ for coming decades in the Arctic

e March 14: UN Alliance For Sustainable Fashion addresses damage of ‘fast fashion’

e March 15: World pledges to protect polluted, degraded planet as it adopts blueprint
for more sustainable future

Media advisories

e 13 February: World to zero in on solutions for the future at 4th UN Environment
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