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Progress update for UNEA Resolution 4/21
"Implementation Plan: Towards a Pollution-
Free Planet”

Addressing capacity gaps to accelerate progress towards a cleaner planet and better health in the
context of the SDGs

Meeting of the Subcommittee of the Committee of Permanent Representatives
September 14th, 2020



Background

UNEA 3 Ministerial Declaration requested the Executive Director of UNEP to prepare an Implementation
Plan “Towards A Pollution-Free Planet’.

UNEA4 Resolution 4/21 welcomed the Implementation Plan and recognized it as the vehicle for prompt
implementation of the objectives of the Ministerial Declaration, relevant resolutions of UNEA and
voluntary commitments.

UNEP requested to:
» coordinate and monitor the delivery of the Plan
« fully and effectively leverage capacity of UNEP

Member States and relevant stakeholders: encouraged to contribute to its implementation

Member States and others in a position to do so: invited to provide extrabudgetary financial resources.

N0y

environment
programme


http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/31015/k1800398.english.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/uploads/k1804190.pdf
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28484/English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28484/English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y

Where are we In terms of pollution actions globally?

« Ample knowledge of the impacts of pollution on the environment and human
health
AN Further knowledge on emerging issues being generated (e.g. impacts of
OVERV/EW pesticides and fertilizers, AMR) and on responses (global actions on air
guality) as asked by UNEA
» Global status of pollution being reviewed through pollution summary report
« COVID-19: opportunity to further explore links between health and pollution
and a glimpse on how changes in behaviour can affect pollution levels
« Multitude of efforts at all levels, but dramatically scaled up investments
needed
* Wide range of partners working with UNEP on pollution specific aspects and
on Environment and Health
 Increasing leadership initiatives: International Day of Clean Air for blue skies
established to raise awareness and boost global efforts to fight air pollution
(7t September)

V)
(7
UN &

environment
programme



Links with Covid-19

UNEP’s Response
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UNEP’s COVID-19 Response

environment
programme

Waste Management
during the COVID-19
Pandemi
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Response area 1 aligned with the Implementation Plan
Pollution and Covid-19 links are key contributions for building
back better as part of response 3
Under response area 1, factsheets, reports, and webinars were
developed focusing on multiple links:

e Air quality /sustainable mobility

e \Waste management

e Waste-water treatment
Technical expertise available to support member states to
address the increase in waste and related consequences
necessitated by the medical response to the crisis
UNEP-WHO relationship key in providing coordinated and wel-
informed responses
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https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/factsheet/covid-19-waste-management-factsheets
https://ccet.jp/Waste_Management_during_the_COVID-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XdADZL25eU

COVID-19 WASTE MANAGEMENT FACTSHEET

COVID-19, wastewater,
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NO UNCONTROLLED DUMPING,

and sanitation

NO OPEN BURNING
Protect the environment and our health

For mare information visit unep.org or contact Kevin Helps (Head, GEF Unit, Chemicals and Health Branch, UNEP) kevin.helps@un.org

"Wastewater is a precious resource that the world needs to learn how to tap. Not only can it be reused to feed
crops, the water in our sewers can act like an early warning system that could alert us when diseases begin
to move in our urban populations. The freshwater we have left in the world is an incredibly precious resource,
we have to get used to using it more than once and should also scan it for clues for future health crises.”

Susan Gardner, Ecosystem Division Director, UNEP

The problem

There is an inextricable link between COVID-19, and
i di ion and

Many people who live in disadvantaged conditions lack basic
services, such as access to clean water and basic sanitation.
These practices ensure good hygiene standards, and prevent the
spreading of bacteria and viruses, including COVID-19.

mvn«walmmghhghumemdlnhm in wastewater

In many areas
o{ the world, huge quantities of wastewater are released in
without or adequate

delenovaung our environment, and posing sesious risks to human
health. Raw sewage, and partially-treated wastewates, are vehicles
for spreading diseases, and in this case, a potential mechanism
for COVID-19 to spread faster, for example in areas where
sanitation is poot, or where the communities are exposed to open-
sewers and black water.
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the threats and

COVID-19 has encouraged us to explore the way wastewater
could help us detect the spread of this virus by analyzing the
presence of Ribonucleic Acd (RNA) linked to it in the sewage.
Detecting its concentration in the sewage coul the adoption
of restrictive measures in specific areas to contain the virus and
its effect on the local community.

Wastewater is a natural vehicle for dissolved pollutants (nutrient,
chemical, pllhogens) as well as solid waste As such COVID-19
brings with th use of medical
products, including masks and gloves made of plastics, textiles,
and other single-use products. These extra loads of solid waste
discarded in the open environment or in existing drainage system,
could degrade in smaller pieces and contribute to the already
alarming amounts of plastics, microplastics, and microfibers
poliution in wastewater.

Guidance

ing in the g
sector and in wastewater collection,

portati and di lis
key for the health of the community and the
planet. One publication in support of the
need for investing in the wastewater sector
isthe “Economic Valuation of Wastewater.”

Local communities in certain areas of the
world, are exposed to the risk of
encountening sewage and polluted water
Muellhlywcmmomlaclwuh
1a and viruses, ly
COvID-19. MWMMe
challenges related 10 wastewater is key to
itize the relevant stakehold:
such as the Story Map “Sanitation
eused.

Working in partnerships with relevant and Wastewater i Africa’, can be
m-m-mmmnm PSS

jons and local i
nlneympmvde lutions for inabl for monitori d

d 1 — and pandemics such as COVID-19 in

sanitation, especially in areas whese the ;: wastewater will be key in the future.
community is or may be exposed to polluted S— Monitoring devices and staff are needed
water, and sewage should be pricritized. 5 10 support these efforts.
One le are the “Guidelines for the

Applicato n of Small-Scale, Deceniialized
Wagtewater Treatment Systems.”

Reusing wastewater, especially
greywater (the relatively clean waste
water from households, except from
toilets), potentially reduces water stress,
tackles water scarcity, and increases the
m-lnhily of drinking and c!ean wates
for & use, ly for fi
toilet. For more information consult

"Safe Reuse of Wastewater in Agriculture ™

Facts

Large of are rel

in the envi without or
adequate treatment. This trend poses
serious risks to the environment and
human health, as communities are
exposed to polu\ed water of raw sewage
that contain b ia and viruses, includi

Traces of COVID-19 were found in
wastewater samples worldwide for
example in the USA, Europe (Finland,
Netherlands, Sweden and Switzerland)
and Israel. Monitoring wastewater and
the : presence of COVID-19 can heb

d the itude of the infe

COVID-19. These pathogens can spread
through the fecal-oral route and affect a
large community within a short time.

and take precautionary measures, such
as mass tests, or temporary lockdowns to
isolate the community.

R h and d projects on
the relatianship b and
COVID-19 will heh further understand this
link and act accordingly.

One of the measures to prevent and break
the transmission chain of COVID-19 is to
wash one’s hands with soap and m
This reg the p

of wastewater.

Way forward

Short term

"

Share and raize awareness

about the link between wastewater and

COVID-19, and the consequences of poor
and el

management. At the zame time, promate
good practices, and highlight the benefits
of mvesting in sustaimable wastewster
management, including alternative

and low-cost reatment systerms, ard
adequate sanitation selutions.

Work in partnership with key stakehold

Mid-term and long-term

Work together with the relevant
stakeholders, especially the privaie
sector, to invest in the wastewater
m sector and in
callection, transpartation, weatment
and safe disposal.

Jop guid for the meni
of COVID-19 and other potential
contaminants in wastewater, and invest
in mmmngdeunes and build capacity
ofth ion and staff who could

including the governments, the private
sector and financial institutions to
identify needs and response 1o the issue
«of COVID-1%, sanitation, and wastewater
manag ement.

2ol
o the extent possible, in order to reduce
siress on the drinking water reserves and
leave adequate quantities of clean water
fior other uzes, above all, personal hygiene.

Imprave the working conditions of workers
wahi i with

and sewaqe, especially in informal
settlements, where the availability of
profective gear is limited, or ahsent.

suppont these efforts.

Invest in further research and
demanstration projects in better
undesstanding the relationship between
waslewater and COVID-19.

Waork with countries to develop national
regional and local level wastewater
treatrient capacity.

Response 1 Factsheets:

1 - Introduction to COVID-19 waste management

2 - National medical waste capacity assessment

3 - How to choose your waste management technology
to treat COVID-19 waste

4 - Policy and legislation linked to COVID-19
pandemics

5 - Links to circularity — Non-healthcare waste
Linkages of Air quality and COVID-19

Household medical waste management strategies
Disaster and conflict

COVID-19, wastewater, and sanitation
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Information Sharing function: stimulating exchanges of good practices
and innovative technologies & solutions

* Website launched: https://www.unenvironment.org/beatpollution/

UN Environment Programme 0 ¥ in & &
BEAT

About  Formsof Pollution  Takeaction  LatestNews Q Search
POLLUTION

| » Pollution feature in the World Environment Situation Room
A Global response to Pollution > v Under development

UN Environment World Environment Situation Room Languages & Login
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& Globs! Monitoring
T A JEA3 piovides f ool ” e, Ipac A Foresight & Eatly Warning Pollution is pervasive and poses a direct threat to human health and the environment. Various forms of poliution are found in the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the land we
- - Jy Assessment live on. The UN Environment Programme is working with governments, business and civil society to Beat Pollution. To this end, the Implementation Plan Towards a Pollution Free
y Planet, which was welcomed at the fourth United Nations Environment Assembly, identified five key action areas for addressing the gaps and challenges associated with poliution:
8 Multilateral Environment Agreements je, Implementation, Infrastructure, Awareness, and Leadership.
a Digital Library In order to Beat Pollution, governments, businesses, and civil society must have access to the most up to date geo-spatial information, assessments, and tools for evidence-based

policy and action. Equipped with this we can to the of the SDGs by 2030. This website helps to address knowledge and implementation capacity

g L " gaps by aggregating such tools and assessments, and empowers policy makers, partners, and stakeholders to address poliution in a responsibie and environmentally sound manner.
* A global tailings dams portal (https://tailing.grida.no/about
. . .
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https://www.unenvironment.org/beatpollution/

Reporting function: Pollution summary report “Tracking
progress: Where is the world in taking action to address
pollution”?”

« Overview of global progress towards a pollution-free planet
» To be finalized in the course of 2021 and taking into account existing/upcoming reports
« Based on DPSIR methodology (drivers, pressures, impacts, state and response)

» Will include indicator-based assessment of the state of pollution vis-a-vis the SDGs ,
per pollution theme

» Future pollution summary reports expected to update on future progress, if resources
are available
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LEADERSHIP

*Regional environment and health

Inter-ministerial fora

*Regional/sub-regional platforms

to address pollution
*New Plastics Economy
Global Commitment

AWARENESS

*Product sustainability

guidelines
*BreathelLife

+1st International Day of Clean
Air for Blue Skies
*Factsheets/webinars on

*Reports on impacts of

pollution on health/human

capital/poverty (Ghana,

Ethiopia, Rwanda, India; marine
pollution; Western Balkans)
*Various UNEA-mandated and

other reports
*Data on WESR

KNOWLEDGE

Enhancing
Capacity

to Act

INFRASTRUCTURE

*Global Industry Standard on Tailings
Management

*Pollution solutions
Toolbox

*New guidance tools
Studies on fiscal
policies to address
pollution

*Environment &

Health Initiative in India
*Health & Environment
Observatories in Africa
*Capacity development
on pollution dimensions

IMPLEMENTATION

*Environmental quality monitoring

COVID-19, waste, pollution capacities
*Greening health infrastructure

in Africa
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Looking Forward: Gaps, Challenges, and Opportunities

Foundations in place to coordinate pollution-related action via the Implementation
Plan

 coordination hub

« activation of internal and external collaboration channels

« outputs addressing capacity gaps on track
Implementation Plan — key platform to deliver on pollution, inform and transition to
the 2022-2025 Medium Term Strategy
COVID-19: obstacle but also opportunity to invest in good environmental quality for
healthy people and increased resilience
Accelerating action requires dramatically stronger prioritization of pollution reduction
efforts in national development planning, development support and funding
Further work needed to make the case and attract heightened investment in
reducing pollution
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Contacts
Ligia Noroha ( ), Director, Economy Division
Cristina Zucca (c ), Head, Pollution and Health Unit

Tessa Goverse (tessa.goverse@un.org), Sub Programme Coordinator, Chemicals, Waste and Air Quality

United Nations Avenue, Gigiri www.une p .0 rg

PO Box 30552 — 00100 GPO Nairobi, Kenya
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