




 8th Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum (8th APAN Forum)
Resilience for all: Enabling transformative implementation
Call for Session Proposals

Background
The Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum (APAN Forum), the flagship event of the Asia-Pacific Adaptation Network (APAN) Programme, serves as a primary regional platform for adaptation practitioners to meet, exchange knowledge and experiences, and collaborate towards the pertinent outcomes and practical solutions that are needed to address the challenges of climate change. The APAN Forum aims to:
1. Enhance understanding of climate change adaptation issues, approaches, and policies for effective planning.
2. Provide a comprehensive report on actions taken and progress made to address knowledge, policy, and funding gaps since the last APAN Forum.
3. Serve as a platform for accelerating action and implementing adaptation knowledge and programmes, offering actionable guidelines for communities, practitioners, and policymakers.
4. Formulate recommendations to expand adaptation efforts in the Asia-Pacific region, guiding contributions to COPs and other global/regional initiatives.
5. Promote climate change adaptation and resilience through knowledge sharing, collaboration, and amplification of messages from local to global levels.
The 8th APAN Forum will take place from 30 August to 1 September 2023, under the theme: Resilience for all: Enabling transformative implementation, during the Korea Global Adaptation Week 2023 (KGAW 2023) in Incheon City, Republic of Korea.

Thematic areas of focus
Resilience is the unifying theme of the APAN Forum, and thus, the Forum will be built around the following four thematic “streams”: resilience of food systems; resilience of ecosystem and ecosystem services; resilience of communities; and resilience of cities, infrastructure and settlements. Sessions under each stream seek to establish a shared understanding of the outlook on a specific dimension of resilience.
Furthermore, discussions for each stream will be structured on five enabling conditions through which resilience may be built, maintained, and strengthened, identified as policy and governance, planning and programming, science and assessment, technologies and practices, and finance and investment.

Streams

Resilience of food systems 
Climate change presents significant risks to food production, availability, and access, with extreme weather events and changing climate patterns disrupting agriculture  leading to crop failures and food insecurity. To address these challenges, climate change adaptation focuses on implementing resilient farming practices, diversifying crops and improving water management. This approach is vital for the long-term sustainability and resilience of food systems. It also aligns with global engagement, including objectives set by international agreements like the Paris Agreement and the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. In addition, governments in the region are increasingly committed to transforming food systems to align with the 2030 Agenda, prioritising nutrition, health, nature conservation, climate neutrality, local adaptability, job creation and inclusive economies.
This stream will explore the key aspects of climate adaptive and resilient food systems, encompassing factors that contribute to food security, mitigate climate change impacts, promote biodiversity and ecosystem health, practice sustainable resource management, protect livelihoods and enhance community resilience. 
Resilience of ecosystem and ecosystem services 
The rationale behind emphasising the resilience of ecosystems and ecosystem services lies in their fundamental role in supporting life on earth and providing vital benefits to humanity. Natural ecosystems possess the capacity to enhance human resilience through their functions and services, yet they themselves face threats from climate change and variability. 
The previous forum extensively examined the effectiveness and strategies of Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) as part of Nature-based Solutions (NbS), emphasising how local-scale EbA solutions can illuminate the impact of ecosystem services on human well-being. Emphasising the shift from grey to green infrastructure, it underscored the importance of enhancing accessibility to scientific knowledge for integrated climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction, and biodiversity conservation, and showed how ecosystem services can harmoniously align land use policies with climate, biodiversity and food objectives.
This year, as we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Republic of Korea's nationwide afforestation project and take advantage of the recent adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) at the 15th Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Conference of the Parties (COP15), the Forum will place a particular emphasis on forest and coastal ecosystems.
Resilience of communities
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]While human societies have shown resilience in the face of ever-changing environmental, political, and technological circumstances throughout history, climate change is placing significant strain on the human capacity to adapt, especially in communities already grappling with poverty, environmental degradation, and conflicts over land and natural resources. The rationale for climate change adaptation efforts in relation to community resilience and human well-being lies in the need to protect highly vulnerable groups in society. These adaptation measures aim to ensure their sustainable development, mitigate the adverse impacts of climate change on their lives and livelihoods, and foster their overall well-being. 
This stream will focus broadly on how specific actions and strategies can deliver resilience benefits, emphasising the linkages between governance (institutions), policy, technology, and finance and how the resilience of human and social systems can be enhanced and built on demonstrated resilience in other areas.
Important sub-themes will include equitable partnerships between governments and local communities, international cooperation to advance climate-resilient development, cross-city risks and the integration of Indigenous knowledge and local knowledge, health and education, migration, and conflict resolution at scales from household to region.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Resilience of cities, infrastructure and settlements 
Rapid urbanisation in the region represents both concentrations of risk and opportunity to invest in climate-resilient development in diverse contexts from rural and informal settlements to large metropolitan areas. Dominant models of energy-intensive and market-led urbanisation, insufficient and misaligned finance, and a predominant focus on grey infrastructure in the absence of integration with ecological and social approaches, risk missing opportunities for adaptation and locking in maladaptation. 
Urban climate-resilient development is observed to be more effective if it is responsive to regional and local land use development and adaptation gapsand addresses the underlying drivers of vulnerability. Integrated, inclusive planning and investment in everyday decision-making about urban infrastructure, including social, ecological and grey/physical infrastructures, can significantly increase the adaptive capacity of urban and rural settlements. 
Taking stock of these experiences and good practices, key aspects under this topic may include adaptation measures and their enabling conditions, i.e., inclusive governance, adequate and appropriate human and technological resources, information, capacities and finance to enhance the climate-resilient development; and retrofitting existing urban design, infrastructure and land use.

Enablers
Each of these key aspects of resilience will be analysed against enablers — the means by which each of these systems may be enabled, including:
Policy and Governance
This enabler emphasises the need for policies and regulations that promote adaptation to climate change. Current policies and regulatory frameworks might not be sufficient, and political instability or lack of political will can also hinder the implementation of necessary measures. To address this, governments need to prioritise climate adaptation in their policies, reform regulations to support these efforts and engage in international cooperation to share successful strategies and develop cohesive policies.
Planning an Programming
The absence of long-term strategic planning and programming for climate adaptation can pose a significant barrier to the implementation of adaptation actions. This can be due to an inadequate understanding of the risks or a lack of capacity to develop and implement strategic plans. Overcoming these barriers will require capacity building for strategic planning related to climate adaptation. This includes implementing risk assessment and management approaches, developing clear adaptation plans, and regularly updating these based on new information and experiences. 
Science and Assessment
Understanding the complex nature of climate science can be challenging due to the lack of access to accurate and up-to-date information on climate change impacts and adaptation strategies. Investment in climate science research and the development of user-friendly tools for risk and vulnerability assessment, therefore, is important to improve the communication of science and risk information to decision-makers and the general public.
Technologies and Practices
A lack of technical knowledge and access to suitable technologies can hinder adaptation efforts. Traditional practices might also resist change, even when such change is beneficial or necessary. Promoting research and development of new technologies for climate adaptation and providing technical assistance and training to communities and individuals can encourage practices that are adaptive to changing climate conditions.
Finance and Investment 
Adaptation measures often require significant investment. Lack of investment and limited access to finance can impede the implementation of adaptation projects, particularly in developing countries. Climate adaptation finance mechanisms are evolving rapidly in response to the growing need for adaptation funding. This can include public funding, private sector investment, and innovative financing mechanisms like green bonds or climate funds. It is also important to improve the understanding of financial risks associated with climate change to motivate investment in adaptation.

In addition, gender and social inclusion will be considered throughout the resilience streams and enablers as a cross-cutting issue.

Furthermore, sessions will serve as the basis for discussion on: 
(i) Addressing systemic barriers that may hinder the implementation of transformative adaptation; 
(ii) Depicting regional priorities for strengthening adaptation efforts; 
(iii) Promising innovations (financial, social, institutional, technological or other) at the regional, national, or subnational level; and,
(iv) Areas for regional cooperation to address the transboundary dimensions of resilience.
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Opportunities for partners’ engagement
There are several opportunities for partners to actively support and participate in the preparation of the 8th APAN Forum. Their involvement can contribute to the success of the event and foster collaborative efforts. Partners can contribute in various ways, such as providing expertise or participating in the programme planning process, as outlined below.

Stream Sessions
A lead organisation with a special interest and expertise in each stream's topic will be identified. This organisation will be responsible for coordinating the development of the background documentation for their respective stream, under the overall coordination of the APAN Secretariat, which will also support the design and delivery of the output.
The lead organisation for each stream is encouraged to seek the involvement of partners in the development processes of the stream session. The active participation of partners in these areas will enhance the richness and diversity of the discussions and outcomes of the forum. The provided session proposal form in Annex I will be compiled and serve as a concept note of the stream. 

Background Documents: Resilience Outlooks
The background documentation for the 8th APAN Forum will include Resilience Outlooks, providing a snapshot of the regional status of each stream. The purpose of the outlooks is twofold: firstly, to present the current state of resilience within each enabler, and secondly, to identify exemplary practices and examples in the region that can be showcased during the Forum. 
Each background document will highlight the intertwined nature of resilience and will also take stock of experiences and challenges of transformative adaptation in the Asia-Pacific region, analysing them in relation to the means by which each system can be enabled, focusing on the five identified enablers. 
By providing this contextual background, the Resilience Outlooks will foster a common understanding among participants and lay the foundation for productive and insightful conversations during the Forum.

Virtual Dialogue Series (Pre-Forum Webinars)
The APAN Secretariat is organising a Virtual Dialogue Series on Resilience for all: Enabling transformative implementation.Aimed at gathering perspectives from stakeholders across the Asia-Pacific region, this series will shape the overall programme of the main forum by building insights on resilience, gathering feedback on the background document, and fostering a mutual understanding of recommendations for accelerating transformation towards climate resilience.
The APAN Secretariat, in collaboration with stream leads, will coordinate the webinar series, offering interactive online engagement formats. The series will consist of four webinars, each centred around a specific technical stream. Stream leads will moderate webinars, present Resilience Outlooks for discussion, and invite partners to participate as audience members or speakers, thereby directly contributing to the Forum's development.
The Virtual Dialogue Series will be delivered in June - July 2023.

Moderator, Panelists, Rapporteurs, and Participants
Stream leads will coordinate discussions among co-leads and partners to identify panelists for the Forum sessions. 
Each stream session will begin with a keynote speaker delivering a motivational speech to set the tone and inspire the audience, and impactful voices from the ground are highly recommended. The panelists will represent diverse stakeholder groups, ensuring gender balance and including representatives from member states, the private sector, academia, youth groups, and civil society. Rapporteurs will be assigned in advance for each session. 
Partners interested in presenting at the forum are encouraged to provide their affiliation, position, contact details, preferred sessions, and discussion topics, along with a brief bio via registration process. Stream leads will contact interested candidates regarding opportunities to participate as speakers, moderators, or panelists.
The APAN Secretariat will provide the following support for the stream sessions:
· Detailed guidelines for stream and session organisers;
· A PowerPoint template for presenting the Resilience Outlook;
· Online platform and technical guidance for the Virtual Dialogue;
· Fully formatted Resilience Outlooks;
· Results of preliminary registration from participants interested in each stream;
· List of participants for the APAN Forum to assist in identifying panelists.

Deep-Dive Workshops / Pre-Forum Events
Partners will have the opportunity to organise deep-dive workshop or pre-forum events on 28-29 August 2023, preceding the main event, alongside the adaptation events organised by the UNFCCC secretariat under the broader umbrella of KGAW 2023, such as the Asia NAP Expo, Resilience Frontiers, and UN4NAPs. These workshops will allow participants to delve into specific topics and practices related to the main theme and programme of the APAN Forum. Topics may include adaptation finance proposals, climate-resilient infrastructure design, adaptation planning for communities, and more. 
The intended organisers are encouraged to review the forum's theme, thematic focus areas, and objectives before submitting their application. For deep-dive workshop / pre-forum event proposals, the application form is provided in Annex II.

Marketplace / Exhibition
The objective of the Market Place is to provide additional informal space for Member States, civil society, international organisations, private sector and other stakeholders to share good practices for integrated and inclusive approaches to adaptation to climate change, with a focus on acceleration and delivery. It will be a suitable area to meet up with other participants to the Forum, to network, review materials and publications and product displays.
For registration, please visit: https://www.koreaadaptweek.org/

Proposal Submission Deadlines 
Stream and deep-dive session proposals should be submitted by 22 June 2023. Once submitted proposals have been reviewed by the session leads, APAN Secretariat and Advisory Committee, successful applicants will be notified by early July.
If you have any queries regarding the 8th APAN Forum or the call for proposals, please email APAN Secretariat at: apan.secretariat@un.org



Session proposal important dates
The APAN Secretariat will send detailed instructions for each task to the relevant partners and participants at the appropriate time.
	Activity
	Timeline

	Open call for session proposals
	mid May

	Layout of programme and identification of speakers for Virtual Dialogue
	early - mid June

	Close call for session proposals
	22 June

	First draft of Resilience Outlooks
	mid June - early July

	Delivery of Virtual Dialogue
	mid June - mid July

	Review of session proposals by APAN Secretariat
	end of June

	Notification of selected session proposals
	early July

	Finalisation of the sessions
	mid July

	Finalisation of detailed agenda and speakers for the Forum
	end of July

	Finalisation of Resilience Outlooks and dissemination
	early August

	8th APAN Forum
	30 August - 1 September

	Update of Resilience Outlooks based on discussions at the Forum
	late September
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Annex I

8th Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum (8th APAN Forum)
Stream Session Proposal Form

Please complete this template and email your proposal in MS Word format to the APAN Secretariat at: apan.secretariat@un.org by 22 June 2023.   
	Stream
	

	Enabler
	

	Session title
	

	Lead organiser
	

	Focal point contact details
	

	Co-organiser
	

	Partner contribution
	Please explain how partners will support this session.

	Session Chair/ Moderator
	The moderator’s role during the session will be to introduce the panel, consolidate emerging themes and indicate the expected outcomes, promote discussion among the panel, and facilitate the interactive audience engagement activity. 

	Speakers
	Please indicate speakers’ full name, affiliation or credentials, and professional email address.
Speaker 1
Speaker 2

	Target audience
	

	Format of the session  
	

	Short description of the session* 

(300 words max)
	Background and rationale for the session (in relation to the overall theme of the Forum)

Objectives, expected learning outcomes, and take away points for the audience, in support of the Forum theme

Key questions to be discussed

* The session is NOT focused on what organisations/individual presenters have done or delivered. Instead, it aims to explore collective learning on effectiveness and scaling challenges and/or barrier to transformative adaptation, rather than solely focusing on a particular initiative or project. If you require more information, please consult with the Stream Lead.

	Session scenario
(Total time for each session: 90 minutes)


	Please provide an overview of the session structure and time allocation. Be sure to include strategies for audience involvement and interaction. If applicable, please include details about any plans to incorporate online resources and other technologies to enhance the session.




Note:
The stream sessions aim to leverage the knowledge and experiences of speakers/panels. Therefore, presenters are encouraged to use alternative techniques to enhance audience engagement and discussion, minimising the use of PowerPoint presentations. If necessary, presenters may use a maximum of five (5) slides for visual prompts, ensuring focused discussions within the allocated time.
There will be the option to submit longer, detailed versions of presentations to the APAN Secretariat, for posting on the website for the audience to access, even after the event. A compilation of abstracts will be available on the Forum's official webpage.


Annex II

8th Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum (8th APAN Forum)
Deep-dive Workshop / Pre-forum Event Proposal Form

To assess the level of interest and determine the feasibility of accommodating the requests for organising pre-forum workshops and events, please provide the details of your proposed session using the following template.
Please email your proposal in MS Word format to the APAN Secretariat at:apan.secretariat@un.org by 22 June 2023.
	Workshop / Event title
	

	Organiser(s)
Please indicate full name, affiliation, and contact details of focal person
	

	Description of the technical focus and its linkage to the 8th APAN Forum theme
	

	Proposed format 
	E.g., classroom presentations, roundtable discussions, hands-on practice, etc.

	Duration of the workshop / event
	

	Estimated number of participants
	

	Workshop support requirement 
(e.g., IT equipment, audio, etc.) 
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