Holy See statement to UNEA-2
Mister Chairperson, on behalf of the Delegation of the Holy See, allow me to congratulate you on your election.  I express appreciation as well for the excellent work done by the Bureau during this second session of the United Nations Environment Assembly.

This Delegation takes pleasure in expressing gratitude to Mr. Achim Steiner for his fruitful work as the Executive Director of UNEP during these last ten years.   Mr. Steiner, allow me to say that, under your leadership, UNEP has been successfully transformed into a universal membership assembly, which has the responsibility for leading the efforts to protect our common home.
On the 26th of November 2015, in this hall, His Holiness Pope Francis spoke of the challenges faced by all in dealing with the issue of climate change.  Some of the concerns that he expressed then remain equally valid now, for this Assembly: “What is needed is sincere and open dialogue, with responsible cooperation on the part of all: political authorities, the scientific community, the business world and civil society”.
Certainly we are all aware that humankind is facing an important challenge, namely, to change our behaviour with regard to the use and abuse of our common home, specifically the earth’s natural resources and the environment.  The time has come to adapt our way of life in consideration of the available natural resources and nature’s resilience, in order to guarantee for coming generations a bright future: The future we want.
My Delegation reiterates the statement made by the Delegation of the Holy See at the first session of the United Nations Environment Assembly, in support of the ten-year Framework of Programmes for Sustainable Consumption and Production.  It will be necessary to learn not only to use resources in a more efficient way but also to significantly reduce consumption.
As Pope Francis pointed out in his speech: “The economy and politics need to be placed at the service of peoples, with the result that human beings, in harmony with nature, structure the entire system of production and distribution in such a way that the abilities and needs of each individual find suitable expression in social life. Far from an idealistic utopia, this is a realistic prospect, which makes the human person and human dignity the point of departure and the goal of everything”.
Indeed, this change of mentality and behaviour is the realistic request of the coming generations – no one is to be left behind.
To attain this goal, my Delegation encourages all Member States here present to work with an open spirit of partnership with all people of good will.  The best drivers in the preservation of nature – our common good – are people at the grassroots level.  They know how to deal with nature because they depend on it. The Catholic Church has a strong worldwide network of parishes and missions, community based organisations and associations that are ready to commit themselves to the preservation of the environment.  The recent document of Pope Francis – Laudato Si’ – has been positively received in those local communities and they are very committed to work to restore and protect our common home.  My Delegation expresses the hope that Member States will support such communities and help them, for the benefit of all.  Working together, in an open spirit of cooperation, we can all contribute to the effort to protect the environment.
