Marine Pollution and Health

Waste materials find their way into European
Seas increasing risks to human and ecosystem health

Reductions in oxygen content can lead to changes in the distribution of @V cross all of
species and the formation of hypoxic or‘dead’ zones, such as in the Baltic
Sea. Hypoxia has also been observed in other European seas in recent
decades.

The primary cause of hypoxic zones is nutrient input from agricultural
fertilisers, causing eutrophication.
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European countries
release an

estimated amount
of 1,173 tonnes of
plastic into the sea
each day. The
Seine, Po and
Danube rivers
deposit 2-6 tons of
microplastics into
the sea every day
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What can be done?

SUPPORT POLICY EFFORTS aimed at reducing chemical and fertilizer contamination of Europe’s seas. Improve nutrients management to
reduce nutrient releases into waters.

REDUCE PLASTIC LITTER through phasing- out single use-plastics and non-recoverable plastic materials. Improve plastics management
through the implementation of circular economy principles. Support the Global Partnership on Marine Litter.

ESTABLISH/EXPAND MARINE PROTECTED AREAS: the establishment and expanslon of marine protected areas and their

well-connected networks can act as a key conservation measure to marine biodi and atregional and global scales.
SUPPORT TRANSBOUNDARY COOPERATION ON REGIONAL SEAS and the i d and approaches
within the framework of the Regional Sea Conventions such as HELCOM, OSPAR, and C i and the Tehran Framework

Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea. Continue supporting and improving cooperation for enhanced
surveillance and control of oil spills.

Et C Research Center, GRID-Arendal ozar etal. (2015),
SUSTAINABLE A
DEVELOPMENT GE wavet (GO R UNG
£ bbbl PEORLE AREN DAL environment




