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T h e  p r o j e c t ,  E l i m i n a t i n g  M e r c u r y  S k i n  L i g h t e n i n g  P r o d u c t s
w h i c h  i s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t  F a c i l i t y  ( G E F ) ,
i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  E n v i r o n m e n t  P r o g r a m m e
( U N E P )  a n d  c o - e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n
( W H O )  a n d  B i o d i v e r s i t y  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  ( B R I )  i n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  o f  G a b o n ,  J a m a i c a ,  a n d  S r i
L a n k a .  

T h e  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  m e r c u r y  c o n t a i n i n g  s k i n
l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s  ( S L P s )  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o
d e v e l o p  o r  s t r e n g t h e n  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o
p h a s e  o u t  S L P s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  M i n a m a t a  C o n v e n t i o n ;  e n g a g i n g
s u p p l y  c h a i n  a c t o r s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a d e
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s k i n  l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s ;  s t r e n g t h e n i n g
n a t i o n a l  c a p a c i t i e s  i n  t e s t i n g  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s k i n
l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g  o f  c u s t o m  a g e n t s ;
a n d  r a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o u n t r i e s
a n d  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l s .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  p r o j e c t  w o r k ,  J a m a i c a  h a s  t a k e n  s e v e r a l  s t e p s
t o w a r d s  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s  t h a t  i n c l u d e
a w a r e n e s s  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e g u l a t o r y  r e v i e w s  o f  e x i s t i n g
l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g  a
r a p i d  b a s e l i n e  s t u d y  o f  S L P s  s o l d  i n  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l
m a r k e t s  i n - c o u n t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  o n l i n e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y
o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s  a n d  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p a t h w a y s .  

Background

For more information on the project
initiatives, visit:
UNEP Global Mercury Partnership-
Eliminating Mercury Skin Lightening
Products

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products


T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  a i m e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t s  f o r
t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  s k i n  l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s
( S L P s )  i n  t r a d e  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  s h a r i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n
e x c h a n g e  w i t h  J a m a i c a  C u s t o m s  A g e n c y  a n d  r e l a t e d
s t a k e h o l d e r s .  

T h e  v i r t u a l  w o r k s h o p  w a s  m a d e  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l
p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  J a m a i c a  C u s t o m s  A g e n c y  a n d  k e y  s t a k e h o l d e r
g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  G E F  1 0 8 1 0  P r o j e c t ’ s  J a m a i c a  N a t i o n a l  W o r k i n g
G r o u p .  T h e  w o r k s h o p  a i m e d  t o  e n h a n c e  s t a k e h o l d e r s ’
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f :  

T h e  i s s u e s  p o s e d  b y  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s  a n d  t h e  J a m a i c a
G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  o b l i g a t i o n s  a s  a  P a r t y  t o  t h e  M i n a m a t a
C o n v e n t i o n  o n  M e r c u r y .
T h e i r  e x p e c t e d  r o l e  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d
c o n t r o l  o f  t r a d e  o n  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s .  
M e t h o d s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  m o n i t o r  i m p o r t s  a n d  e x p o r t s  o f
m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s .  

Goals of Customs and Enforcement Training
Workshop - Jamaica

Summary
T h e  3 - h o u r  w o r k s h o p  w a s  h o s t e d  b y  B R I  v i r t u a l l y  v i a  Z o o m  o n
M o n d a y  3 0  M a r c h  2 0 2 6  a n d  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  a  m i n i m u m  o f  2 6
r e g i s t e r e d  J a m a i c a n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  t h e  J a m a i c a  C u s t o m s
A g e n c y ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l l n e s s  a n d  N a t i o n a l
E n v i r o n m e n t  &  P l a n n i n g  A g e n c y  ( 6 2 . 5 %  f e m a l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;
3 7 . 5 %  m a l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ) .  

A t t a c h e d  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u p p o r t i n g  m a t e r i a l s :

1 . W e b i n a r  A g e n d a
2 . R e c o r d e d  W o r k s h o p  P r o c e e d i n g s
3 . W o r k s h o p  P r e s e n t a t i o n .



Opening Remarks  and Object ives  of  Tra in ing

Overv iew of  the issues posed by mercury-added sk in
l ightening products  and measures  being taken under  the
Minamata Convent ion on Mercury

F indings of  rapid SLP  sampl ing exerc ises  in  Jamaica and
how that  in forms the ident i f icat ion of  t rends in
dist r ibut ion and importat ion  

Trends observed in  onl ine sales  assessments  of  SLPs  and
recommendat ions 

Tools  to  Enhance Mercury  Trade Management :  Ident i fy ing
Mercury-added Sk in  L ightening Products  
·HS  Codes
·Database Use
·R isk  Prof i l ing and Analyt ical  Screening of  Suspected
Goods

Enforcement  Act ions  for  Jamaica

Open Discuss ion on Needs and Capaci t ies  for
Enforcement  of  Bans of  Mercury-Added Sk in  L ightening
Products  

Wrap up of  D iscuss ions and Clos ing Remarks  

1. Webinar Agenda
Monday 30 March 2026

13:00  - 16:00 UTC-5

T ime UTC-5

13 :00 -  13 :35  

13 :35 -  13 :55 

 

13 :55 -  14 : 15

14 : 15  -  14 :35

14 :35 -  15 :05

15 :05 -  15 :25

15 :25 -  15 :45

15 :45 -  16 :00



2.  Recorded Workshop
Proceedings: 

3.  Workshop
Presentation: 

Avai lable  for  download at  the fo l lowing l ink :

h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / r e c / s h a r e / 4 7 v j K J U A l b Z M v r 5 1 O p T M
W Y r a 6 R A 1 0 T 9 u r L C r O 6 a g E R 0 j t L N v 6 b I u z n O t F 4 D U y S q m .
u M 8 N i H K P C o Y C U u I 6 ? s t a r t T i m e = 1 7 7 4 8 9 4 3 1 3 0 0 0

NOTE :  A C C E S S  C O D E / P A S S C O D E  F O R  R E C O R D I N G :
d M * # t V 0 q

Avai lable  for  download at  the fo l lowing l ink :

h t t p s : / / b r i w i l d l i f e . o r g / w p -
c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s / 2 0 2 6 / 0 4 / J a m a i c a . C u s t o m s . E n f o r c e m e n t
. W e b i n a r _ 3 0 . 0 3 . 2 0 2 6 - 1 . p p t x

I f  you exper ience  any issues access ing the above
mater ia ls ,  p lease emai l :  a l l i son . foster@br iwi ld l i fe .org .  
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