17 November 2023

Contact group 3
Preliminary list of proposed areas for intersessional work identified during discussions of contact groups 1 and 2


Contact group 1

· Common target or global targets for managing and/or reducing the global production and supply of primary plastic polymers including baselines of polymers, levels of sustainable consumption impacts on GDP
· Criteria for identifying chemicals and polymers of concern 
· Criteria for problematic and avoidable plastic products, short-lived and single-use plastic products, impacts of bans, and work on lists and annexes 
· Exemptions
· Minimum sustainable design and performance criteria, including circularity criteria
· Health and environmental impacts of micro- and nanoplastics
· Sources of emissions and releases, methodologies for monitoring existing plastic pollution
· Establishment of minimum reduction, reuse, refill and repair targets 
· Sectoral approaches
· Life-cycle management of fishing gear 
· Modalities for EPR
· Financial needs to meet provisions
· Trade issues
· Definitions:
•        primary plastic polymers, bio and fossil-based
•        Chemicals and polymers of concern
•        Alternative plastic products
•        Open dumping
•        just transition
•        Producer

Contact group 2

PART III
1. Financing
	What is needed?
	When is it required?
	Comments

	1. An overview of the types of activities that may need to be supported financially, to effectively implement the instrument.
	
	There were suggestions that this include activities required to directly implement obligations, as well as to build capacity and capability. 
(Potentially an INF document)

	1. Analysis [including mapping] of existing finance flows which support [or have the potential to support] the types of activities identified in 1 (above). 
	
	There were suggestions that this consider finance flows across the plastics lifecycle, and across geographies, including potentially at national and regional level.
It was also suggested that a review of existing finance provided to address plastic pollution could be useful, to determine what was effective.
(Potentially an INF document)

	1. Analysis of options for a financial mechanism.
	
	There were suggestions that this work consider all potential modalities, including a newly established/new and independent mechanism; as well as those currently available in existing Multilateral Environmental Agreements [or elsewhere]; and their effectiveness.

	1. Develop further information on innovative financing
	
	There were suggestions that this work include an overview of existing sources and flows of innovative financing, and strategies to enhance mobilisation of finance from the private sector.
It was also suggested that there be further discussion on Part III, Item 1, Para 9 (global plastic pollution fee), and Para 10 (measures to decrease or increase financial flows to certain projects).



1. Capacity building, technical assistance and technology transfer
	What is needed?
	When is it required?
	Comments 

	1. Develop a plan for capacity building to support implementation of the instrument.
	
	There were suggestions that this work identify focus areas for capacity building, identify needs [of member states and stakeholders], and propose how these will be addressed.



PART IV
1. National Plans
	What is needed?
	When is it required?
	Comments 

	1. Guidance on the format of National Plans
	Once binding obligations are resolved 
	There were suggestions that guidance could be issued by the Governing Body

	1. List of relevant elements [including minimum standards/common provisions] to include in National Plans
	Once binding obligations are resolved
	There were suggestions that decisions on relevant elements for National Plans be determined by the Governing Body

	1. Guidance on the review and updating of National Plans
	
	There were suggestions that guidance could be issued by the Governing Body

	1. Standardised methods for data collection, and for reporting on plastics [including on greenhouse emissions throughout the plastics lifecycle]
	
	There were also suggestions that further discussion may be useful to explore how ‘progression’ could be demonstrated in subsequent National Plans (as proposed in Part IV, Item 1, para 6).



1. Implementation and compliance
	What is needed?
	When is it required?
	Comments 

	1. Progress work to establish a compliance committee, as a subsidiary body of the Governing Body.


	
	Many members suggested such a committee be representative of regional groups; others called for expert membership or a combination of legal and technical expertise.
There were differing views about timing – with many members indicating it was too early to determine the modality of a compliance entity, and the terms of reference should be determined by the Governing Body; others keen to see a compliance entity established in the Treaty to avoid lengthy delays in its establishment.



1. Reporting on progress
	What is needed?
	When is it required?
	Comments 

	1. Determine the format of reporting required under the instrument
	After INC5
	There were suggestions that this be determined by the Governing Body

	1. Consider how reporting would be integrated with National Action Plans
	Consider in parallel with work on National Plans 
	This could be aligned or form part of any guidance on the format and elements of National Plans

	1. Identify relevant existing reporting obligations under related MEAs and other international mechanisms (e.g. global databases) to avoid duplication of effort
	
	



1. Awareness-raising, education and research
	What is needed?
	When is it required?
	Comments 

	1. Global campaign resources, to educate and raise awareness of the instrument’s objectives and implementation
	During implementation
	There were suggestions that common resources could be developed by the Secretariat and replicated in country.






