INTERVENTION OF CHILE FOR THE FIRST INFORMAL SUBSTANTIVE CONSULTATION PURSUANT TO UNGA RESOLUTION 73/333 (THIRD GROUP OF RECOMMENDATIONS).

Thank you madame co-facilitator, mister co- facilitator.  
Distinguished colleagues.

Chile shares the belief that principles of international environmental law are an important building block of international law which can serve a supplementary role. In that regard, Chile considers the principles of international environmental law as soft law norms, however recognizing the value of incorporating them where feasible into the national legal framework. 

Chile supports the importance of the discussion of these matters in order to enhance implementation efforts, as well as of closely following the work carried out by the International Law Commission, especially when relevant to the work of MEAs and UNEP. 

We recommend in promoting the legal and technical work of UNEP in terms of international environmental law through its Law Division and its leading role in the progressive development of environmental law, as well as the guidance provided to interested countries through its Law and Environment Assistance Platform (UNEP-LEAP).

We would like to also the stress the importance of the Fifth Montevideo Program on promoting and implementing environmental rule of law, particularly by assessing the needs of Member States and members of the Specialized Agencies in order to provide relevant guidance, further develop the understanding of principles of international law, and the strengthening  of country-level capacities. 

In that sense, we encourage enhanced cooperation and synergies by UNEP and MEA Secretariats in matters related with technical legal assistance, and options on how to obtain it, something that could be channeled to Member States and members of Specialized Agencies through UNEP’s Law Division, UNEP-LEAP, as well as the Fifth Montevideo Program. 

Thank you, chair. 




