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I. Background: Importance of biodiversity and ecosystems
Latin America and the Caribbean is a biodiversity rich region, encompassing over 50% of the world’s biodiversity. Through its diverse ecosystems, in such unique areas such as lowlands forests, coral reefs, mangroves and wetlands, among others, the region has a wealth of natural resources and services. Around a quarter of the world’s tropical forests are found in Latin America and the Caribbean, providing a critical element of the global climate regulation system. 

In this matter, the efforts made by the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform in Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), which provides relevant knowledge for biodiversity policies and ecosystem services for informed decision making to governments, the Academy and other international organizations, promoting synergies and complementarity, are remarkable. The IPBES evaluation reports, exhaustively peer-reviewed, focus on providing answers to key questions for each of the four regions, including the Americas, and more especially for Latin America and the Caribbean. Taking that in consideration, more efforts from the countries and from IPBES itself will be necessary, in order to provide the Platform with a report that is even more representative of the situation that Latin America and the Caribbean are going through.

Additionally, the region includes some of the megadiverse countries, which are of significant global importance in terms of ecosystem services, such as carbon sequestration and climate regulation, as well as indigenous, local and regional cultural, recreational and eco-tourism values. Many of these services are relevant at a global scale.

In a region with an approximate population of 595 million inhabitants, it is understandable to see the challenges faced in balancing the promotion of human development whilst ensuring the sustainable use of natural resources and provision of ecosystem services. 

II. Implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

The Latin America and the Caribbean region is making significant efforts to implement national policies and legislations that promote plans and actions on the ground to achieve the 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets. Particularly, recognition is made to the regional and national efforts to reach Target 11 on increasing protected areas by 2020 to 17% in terrestrial and inland water, and 10% of marine and coastal areas.

While there are noticeable differences between countries in the region regarding the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 on Protected Areas, as a region, Latin America and the Caribbean currently stands at a coverage of 23% for terrestrial and inland water; and 17% of marine and coastal areas.  

Special mention is made of the efforts by the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to achieve Goals 9 and 12 through strategies that control or eradicate invasive alien species, while preventing the extinction of endangered species identified, especially for those species with population in decline.

Similarly, the Latin America and Caribbean regions has advanced on reaching Target 16 on the operationalization of the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources; and Target 17 on the implementation of an effective, participatory and updated National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP).  In this matter, greater efforts are necessary to guarantee access to genetic resources and fair and equitable sharing of their benefits, through transparent management tools, in order to efficiently achieve the third objective of the CBD. 

Also, the progress made by the Latin America and the Caribbean region towards achieving the sustainable use of biodiversity, through good practices that aim for its conservation, and have advanced on reaching the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, is remarkable. 

In general, more progress must be made and steps must be taken to achieve the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2020, as informed by the fourth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO 4). In this sense, the Regional Biodiversity Outlook for Latin America and the Caribbean highlighted that the rates of habitat loss in the region slowed from previous years but remain high; rapid economic growth and social inequity have created pressures on the region’s natural resources; agricultural expansion and intensification to increase both livestock, arable and commodities production continues; the region is undergoing major infrastructure development of dams and roads; impacts on biodiversity of high concentrations of population in urban areas are particularly significant within the region; resource extraction for minerals and hydrocarbons has led to locally devastating direct and indirect impacts on biodiversity such as vegetation removal, water and soil pollution and contamination. In this context, the need of active investment in Sustainable Development in order to address the social, economic and environmental needs to reach the SDGs goals, including environmental targets in sectorial policies (energy, fisheries, agriculture, tourism, etc.) is clear.

The 14th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) will take place in Egypt on November 14 to 29, 2018. It represents an opportunity for the region to contribute to the discussion on the post Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the development of additional Biodiversity Targets, as well as the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

During the 14th COP, the Parties to the CBD will present their Sixth National Reports. The Sixth National Report (6NR) will improve the national decision-making processes for the implementation of the National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) and inform about the implementation of the 5th Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO5), as well as the Global Biodiversity Strategy 2021 - 2030. The 6NR will provide an accurate and up-to-date reflection of national and global progress to address compliance with the Aichi Targets, as well as the assessment of progress in addressing aspects of other international commitments, including the global 2030 development goals (SDG). The results will provide a simultaneous and comparable snapshot of how countries are implementing CBD obligations, and the outcome of those strategies and action plans. Countries from the region may wish to express their interest in presenting these 6NR together, as LAC, at the 14th COP.

III. Ecosystems environmental management and restoration 

According to the World Resources Institute (WRI,2016) degraded lands—lands that have lost some degree of their natural productivity through human activity—account for over 20 percent of forest and agricultural lands in Latin America and the Caribbean. Some 300 million hectares of the region’s forests are considered degraded and about 350 million hectares are now classified as deforested.

Agriculture and forestry exports from Latin America represent about 13% of the global trade of food, feed, and fiber and account for most of employment outside large urban areas—numbers only expected to grow as Latin America is called upon to meet an increasing global demand for food. Yet, since the turn of the century, about 37 million hectares of natural forests, savannas and wetlands have been transformed to expand agriculture. Cumulative, unsustainable land-use practices have led to the degradation of about 300 million hectares, resulting in a reduction in yields and quality of production, and in losses in biomass content, soil quality, surface water hydrology, and biodiversity. 

Deforestation, land-use change, and unsustainable agricultural activities are also currently the largest drivers of climate change in the region, accounting for 56% of all greenhouse gas emissions. Today, while some progress has been achieved, the rate of deforestation remains high at an average 3.4 million hectares per year.

Landscape restoration, landscape management techniques, and low-carbon sustainable agriculture offer opportunities to reverse some of these losses. Land and ecosystem restoration has the potential to contribute to improved agricultural yields in degraded lands, contain biodiversity losses, contribute to increases in carbon stocks, and secure gains in soil and water availability and quality.

As an example, a regional country-led initiative, Initiative 20x20, seeks to restore 20 million hectares of degraded land in Latin America and the Caribbean by 2020. The anticipated benefits from the activities include the benefits from improvements in agricultural outputs from sustainable land management practices, the wood and non-wood products from sustainable forestry activities, along with related co-benefits, such as ecotourism, and reductions in food security costs.

In the framework of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), which seeks to reverse and prevent desertification and land degradation, as well as to mitigate the effects of drought in affected areas, there is a need for ecosystem restoration actions that are focused areas affected by desertification. By stopping deforestation and transition to sustainable land use, desertification can be halted and allow the ecosystem to transition to a more productive state.

Restoring degraded lands in Latin America and the Caribbean could result in net economic benefits of USD 23 billion in the next 50 years.

In general, the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean are realizing that it is a critical time to act now to reverse the current trends.

The countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have traditional knowledge that can inspire nature-based solutions and green infrastructure to face the current challenges in environmental management and restoration.

IV. Protected areas

As of 2018 Latin America and the Caribbean has 23% of its terrestrial area declared as protected areas, and 17% of its territorial water declared as marine protected areas.

Terrestrial protected areas are a key component in the fight against climate change and biodiversity loss, as their creation and conservation in biodiversity rich areas can help increase the rate of carbon sequestration as well as provide connectivity for species to survive.

A 2016 study by the University of Sussex, the Natural History Museum and the UN Environment Programme’s World Conservation Monitoring Centre, concluded that there are 15% more plants and animals and 11% more species in protected areas, demonstrating that biodiversity is great inside these areas than outside.

Protected areas provide a variety of ecosystem services that are essential for the creation of livelihoods in communities who directly and indirectly depend on these services, as well as maintaining a healthy socio-economic system. Among these services are flood regulation, pollination of crops as well as cultural, recreation and tourism services.

An example of a cohesive protected areas initiative in the region is the Amazon Integration of Protected Areas Project (IAPA) - Amazon Vision, which has worked to increase resilience of one of the most important and biodiverse regions in the world, with climate change considerations and aiming to benefit communities and local economies. The project has regional actions for the integration of protected area management, but also focuses its actions on two landscapes: the protected areas in the border between Colombia, Ecuador and Peru (North Landscape), and the protected areas in the border between Bolivia, Peru and Brazil (South Landscape).

Marine protected areas are important for the provision of food, protecting biodiversity as well as local communities’ livelihoods. In the current global context, marine ecosystems are among the most endangered, threatened by changing temperatures, pollution and overfishing.

Countries in the region continue to support the creation of new marine protected areas which promote the conservation of marine ecosystems while simultaneously replenishing fish stocks and proving greater sustainability for local economies.

V. Sustainable use of Biodiversity

Sustainable use of biodiversity refers to collection, production, transformation, and commercialization of goods and services derived from native biodiversity under the criteria of environmental, social and economic sustainability.

Biodiversity in Latin America and Caribbean is a key element for the development of rural human populations, providing not only food and income for communities, but also a source of resources for biodiversity-based sectors and small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in the personal care, food, fashion, ornamental flora and fauna, handicrafts, natural fibers and sustainable tourism industries, as well as forestry-based carbon-credit activities. 

Countries from the Latin America and Caribbean, express the need to create an enabling policy environment for Sustainable Use of Biodiversity and enhance the SMEs´ capacities and skills for engaging in sustainable sourcing, access and benefit sharing, as well as trade in value-added products and services. 

Sustainable use of Biodiversity has enormous potential for growth considering the positive market trends for products and services that respect social and environmental criteria. Exports of selected biodiversity-based goods in the food, personal care and phytopharma sectors from the region amounted to USD 54 billion in 2016, making up 13% of those sectors’ world exports
. They have grown at an average annual rate of 8% between 2006 and 2016. 

VI. Mainstreaming biodiversity into all sectors

Population growth and human activities are sources of pressure on air, soil, water resources and, especially, on biological diversity. The response to these pressures has always consisted of actions that help to reduce the impacts or remedy the damage caused.

Biodiversity provides goods and services that support the world's economies and, therefore, private sector businesses. In this sense, the productivity of businesses depends on their ability to obtain raw materials and energy, directly or indirectly from biodiversity- and its components- and ecosystems, to distribute to the market the outputs generated.

Hence, the governments of the Latin America and Caribbean region recognize the importance of mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem services into all sectors, especially those which depend on biodiversity, including the infrastructure, water and sanitation management sectors, since these are the suppliers of essential services for production, as they also contribute to all the value chain.

There are existing initiatives such as the Mesoamerican Partnership for biodiversity (BPM) that brings together organizations and pioneering companies that recognize the value of natural resources for the sustainability of their businesses to develop innovative initiatives for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the region.

In April, the Intersectoral Dialogue for the Amazon Biome was held in the context of the Amazon Integration of Protected Areas Project (IAPA) - Amazon Vision, inviting productive sectors from the Amazon countries to strive towards mainstreaming biodiversity into their work, demonstrating the value protected areas and their ecosystem services provide to these sectors.

VII. Biodiversity and Climate Change 

Climate change and biodiversity are part of a same cycle in which alterations in one affects the other – climate change is a driver of biodiversity loss, and the loss of biodiversity and ecosystems contribute to climate change. 

Unique ecosystems and the biodiversity that they house are being affected by rising temperatures, reduced rainfall and in marine and coastal areas, by rising sea levels and ocean acidification. It is estimated that 25% of all species on land might be threatened with extinction by 2050 due to climate change, which would be the biggest threat to biodiversity, even more so than habitat loss from human activities, which currently remains the main driver. 

The consequence of loss of biodiversity and interruptions in the delivery of ecosystem services are affecting numerous communities around the globe, where the provision of goods and services are in a steep decline, particularly in the most vulnerable countries. In certain regions, we are witnessing threats to food security both on land and in the marine environment where unprecedented fisheries decline are raising alarm bells amongst the scientific community and more recently in policy makers. 

In a scenario where climate change will exponentially increase the loss of biodiversity and ecosystems it will be critical to understand the impacts that these changes will have on human well-being and promote innovation in nature-based solutions, to tackle the challenge of adapting to climate change. 

VIII. 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) recognize biodiversity as one of the fundamental elements to ensure human well-being. In this sense, biodiversity is directly represented in SDGs 14 and 15: SDG 14 is about life below water and calls for the conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas and marine resources; and SDG 15 is about life on land and calls for the sustainable management of forest, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and biodiversity loss. 

While Goals 14 and 15 provide critical elements underpinning the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, it is the holistic approach in the context of the wider 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and SDGs, which merits recognition of the role of biodiversity in the framework of sustainable development. 

For instance, it is undeniable that Goals 14 and 15 impact directly or indirectly the fulfilment of other SDGs such as food security (Goal 2: “End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture”)), water (Goal 6: “Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all”), economic growth (Goal 8: “Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all”) and climate (Goal 13: “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts”). This understanding implies that efforts to scale up climate change adaptation and mitigation, as well as the delivery of improved water supply and ocean governance, depend heavily on how the international community responds to the challenges of physical alteration and destruction of habitats, and the unprecedented loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services. 

IX. Towards a Regional Cooperation Programme on Biodiversity
At the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Cartagena, Colombia, the country representatives adopted Decision 10 (Mainstreaming Biodiversity for Sustainable Development in Harmony with the Environment). Paragraph 4 of this Decision mentions the need to "Establish a Regional Cooperation Programme on Biodiversity to support the creation of national capacities, in order to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and promote the integration of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the agricultural, forestry, mining, hydrocarbon exploitation, energy, fishing and tourism sectors, which will contribute, among others, to end poverty, zero hunger, sustainable and integral development, improvement in conditions of life and the enjoyment of a healthy environment ".

Similarly, paragraph 7 of this Decision, raises the need to "Promote within the framework of this Forum [of Ministers], the strengthening of legal and institutional frameworks for the integration of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in the different sectors, as appropriate and the identification and exchange of good practices for the integration of biodiversity and sustainable and integral development ".

As a result of these mandates, the United Nations Environment Programme has taken the initiative to promote the development of a Regional Cooperation Programme on Biodiversity with the countries of the region, for the purpose of strengthen the institutional capacities of the authorities and sectoral officials and the biodiversity focal points of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

X. Possible agreements and discussion items

The Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean could achieve joint visions and action-oriented agreements in a series of concrete elements, such as:

a. Support from countries in the region to the proposed designation of the UN Decade of the Restoration of Ecosystems 2021-2030, under the auspices of the General Assembly of the United Nations.

b. Support for the development of a Regional Biodiversity Cooperation Programme, promoting coordination, communication and exchange of information, in order to develop specific strategies and plans and carry out actions aimed at mainstreaming biodiversity into different productive sectors of the countries, including fishing, agriculture, energy, forests, tourism, and others prioritized according to national peculiarities. The Forum could consider the constitution of a working group or voluntary coalition between governments and other relevant agencies, in coordination with other initiatives, to develop a road map for the adoption of a Regional Cooperation Programme on Biodiversity in the next session XXII of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.

XI. Panel discussion

The panel will have guiding questions for the moderator to encourage discussion. Not all questions should be addressed to each of the participants, so that the panel can be more dynamic and result in additional questions that arise as a result of the panelists' responses.

Questions for the panel:

a. How can the restoration of ecosystems assist in the sustainable development of countries in the region? Can it generate new jobs and socio-economic gains?

b. What are the benefits of protected areas for the region? What are the best practices in governance and effectiveness from the region? How does marine protected areas require innovative management tools and institutional arrangements? 

c. How can the contributions made by biodiversity and ecosystems to the fulfillment of the Sustainable Development Goals and national development plans be recognized and evidenced?

d. What are the best practices in mainstreaming biodiversity into all sectors, especially those which depend on biodiversity?

e. How is the private sector taking on the challenge of mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystems into its value chains and its processes? What is the role of the state?

f.     How could ecosystem management be further integrated into national development plans and processes, considering their contributions to global goals such as the Sustainable Development Goals?

� The Economic Case for Landscape Restoration in Latin America, WRI, 2016


� 20x20 Initiative, https://initiative20x20.org


� Definition by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
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