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·  Chair, thank you for giving me the floor.
· On behalf of the EU and its Members States I would like to thank the co-facilitators for the progress update on the implementation of the UNGA resolution 73/333. The EU and its Member-States agree with the proposed calendar and roadmap for this process, and sincerely hope that we will be able to have the in-person consultations already in June.
· The EU and its Member States further take this opportunity to acknowledge and express their gratitude for the work carried out by the co-facilitators over the past few months, including the draft building blocks for the political declaration. We stand ready to engage and support the process ahead of us.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We also hope that this online session of UNEA-5 can be an opportunity to identify the adequate occasion to adopt the political declaration mandated by UNGA Resolution 73/333. With this in mind, the EU and its Member States look forward to discussing this issue under agenda item 8, namely the proposal to consider the commemorations of the 50th anniversary of the establishment of UNEP, during or back-to-back with the resumed session of UNEA-5 in 2022, as the most adequate occasion to adopt the political declaration mandated by UNGA Resolution 73/333.
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