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Blue Economy

« Sustainable ocean ecosystems

» Economic and livelihood opportunities

» Community participation and empowerment
+ Equitable and inclusive benefit sharing

Marine & Coastal Spatial Planning

Support and guidance on MCSP
Institutionalization of MCSP
Transboundary and regional collaboration
Vertical and horizontal integration

Marine Protected Areas

» Establishment of Regional MPA Network
» Strengthening of MPAs and MPA Networks in the
region

Habitat Conservation and Restoration

(Coral Reefs, Mangroves, Seagrass, Coastal Wetlands)

» Small grants fund programme
» Green Fins Project
» Monitoring, restoration and protection

Cross-Cutting Priorities and Supporting Mechanisms
Community Participation | Knowledge Management




COBSEA WGMCE-2 and IGM 26 Agreement

Explore opportunities on | COBSEA tbe Highlighted as a priority by several
knowledge sharing and leamning participating countries

exchange on Other Effective

Area-Based Conservation

Measures
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COBSEA OECM Guidance Document

easy-to-read short visually appealing

¢ 1.0 Why and What

serves as a practical toolkit

) : _ provides summaries and menu of options
2.0 What More? Considerations for regarding existing definition, criteria, types,

Understanding and Implementing OECM in East processes and considerations re marine &
] Asian Seas: Recognizing Existing Systems coastal OECMs

} feature good practices or examples that may
3.0 How? A Nuanced & P ragm atic be applied and customized by countries

| Approach to Implementing marine and
=+ coastal OECMs in the East Asian Seas

lists & hyperlinks some relevant resources

to help countries accelerate their actions on
marine and coastal OECMs especially in the East

Asian Seas

4.0 Ways Forward
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1.0 Why and What

Criterion A | Area is not currently recognized as a protected area

Criterion B | Area is governed and managed
-a geographically defined space
-legitimate governance authorities
-managed

Criterion C | Achieves sustained and effective contribution to in situ conservation of
biodiversity

-effective

-sustained over long term

-in situ conservation of biological diversity

Conserve . . .
30% of Land, > -information and monitoring

Waters and . . , . o .
_ lers and Seag Criterion D | Associated ecosystem functions and services and cultural, spiritual, socio-

economic and other locally relevant values
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/1081/32db/e26e7d13794f5f011cc621ef/cop-14-14-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/1081/32db/e26e7d13794f5f011cc621ef/cop-14-14-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/resources/information-brief/guidance-advance-other-effective-area-based-conservation-measures-0
https://iucn.org/resources/information-brief/guidance-advance-other-effective-area-based-conservation-measures-0

\ _ 2.0 What More?
ﬂ Considerations for Understanding and Implementing OECM in East
Asian Seas: Recognizing Existing Systems

2.1 Clarifying Definition and Criteria

2.3 ldentifying Types of Marine & Coastal OECMS

2.4 Providing Leadership or Oversight at the National Level
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2.0 What More?

Considerations for Understanding and Implementing OECM in East
Asian Seas: Recognizing Existing Systems

2.1 Clarifying Definition and Criteria

CBD COP Dec/14/8/2018 for Definition & Criteria

Private

Government Individuals/ v ApproaCh
zfg;tn:%%‘gfg"c’}é}tgﬁf'"'"e"' Organizations j I\C/Ian%e_ltei_ & Interests
i : ex. private island o S, oordination
Adopting CBD’s Customizing CBD’s Case by Case Approach g’%"'-,"a”:;nﬁg”g’h%?:tf “sssosmreouners v Free & Prior Informed
Definition & Criteria Definition & Criteria y PP e i crie sito c  for [P
planning .. ch .
*De Facto/In Practice * Elaborating/expanding * This may be applicable to Qz_gsg&zﬂ;ﬁigggﬁ |n§i(:2pri2'§3r§3e B . onsentior Irs
’ H wet marshland within
«Formal (ex. OSPAR) S:?i)t(érci;:f)nada s specific :;i?jrsm&r;(?%ec?i\l?gsother g i
- Nationalizing/Simplifying military, port authorities,
(ex. Japan’s Nationally etc) or to fisheries OECMs
Certified Sustainably Shared
Managed Natural Sites IPLC
- Common s Governance
Understanding (ex. ex. over their ex. local govemment
HELCOM) ancestral waters, with a local community,
sacred sites, fisherfolk national government

organization managed
mangrove areas

with local government,

private entity with
government
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-14/cop-14-dec-08-en.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S096456912400396X#:~:text=2b).,2b).
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S096456912400396X#:~:text=2b).,2b).
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S096456912400396X#:~:text=2b).,2b).
https://share.google/YTAlpvI9HdkAvE8Bs
https://share.google/YTAlpvI9HdkAvE8Bs
https://share.google/YTAlpvI9HdkAvE8Bs
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-06/OECM%20Compendium_%202022.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-06/OECM%20Compendium_%202022.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-06/OECM%20Compendium_%202022.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/resources/publication/guidance-other-effective-area-based-conservation-measures-oecms
https://iucn.org/resources/publication/guidance-other-effective-area-based-conservation-measures-oecms
https://www.30x30.solutions/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/T3guide.pdf
https://www.30x30.solutions/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/T3guide.pdf
https://www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature/en/documents/TNC_UKDEFRA_30x30_BestPractices_Report.pdf
https://www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature/en/documents/TNC_UKDEFRA_30x30_BestPractices_Report.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.mv/v2/en/download/14988
https://www.environment.gov.mv/v2/en/download/14988
https://www.environment.gov.mv/v2/en/download/14988
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/48773
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/48773

2.0 What More?

Considerations for Understanding and Implementing OECM in East
Asian Seas: Recognizing Existing Systems

2.3 ldentifying Types of OECMS in Marine and Coastal Areas

(1) Territories and areas governed and
managed by IPLCs

(2) Area-based fisheries management
measures

(3) Other sectoral area-based
management
(3.1) Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas
(3.2) Areas of Particular Environmental

Interest

Specific Country Examples

a) COBSEA Countries’ Types, if any

b) Maldives’s Islands Leased to Tourism Devt

¢) India’s Important Coastal Biodiversity Areas
(ICBAs), Important Marine Biodiversity Areas
(IMBAs) and Ecologically/Culturally/
Internationally Significant Coastal and Marine
Areas ((ECISCMA)

UN & ~nPeEA
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Fisheries OECMs (FAO Handbook, 2022)

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5
(6)

vulnerable marine ecosystems
area-based fishery closures (fisheries
reserves and no-take areas
community-based fisheries management
areas including marine managed areas
(MMASs), locally managed marine areas
(LMMAS) prevalent in the South Pacific and
responsible fishing areas (RFAs) common
in Latin America

rotational closures and seasonal closures,
gear-restricted areas;

areas covered by marine conservation
agreements.

(1) Ramsar Sites(s) nested within a broader wetland OECM

(2) Ramsar Site and wetland OECM adjacent to each other,
jJoined together with a partial common border

(3) Ramsar site (s) and wetland OECM geographically
separated from each other but could be contributing to
in situ conservation of and wise use of functionally-linked
wetland biodiversity and hydrology, and

(4) Ramsar Site formed partly as a protected area and partly
as an OECM.

provided, each site meets the CBD four-fold criteria!



https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/2025-05/STRP_BN14_OECM_EN.pdf
https://www.ramsar.org/sites/default/files/2025-05/STRP_BN14_OECM_EN.pdf
https://www.30x30.solutions/coastal-marine/
https://www.30x30.solutions/coastal-marine/
https://www.30x30.solutions/coastal-marine/
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/technical-note-marine-oecms.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/technical-note-marine-oecms.pdf
https://www.environment.gov.mv/v2/en/download/14988
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-06/OECM%20Compendium_%202022.pdf
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-06/OECM%20Compendium_%202022.pdf
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content

2.0 What More?

Considerations for Understanding and Implementing OECM in East
Asian Seas: Recognizing Existing Systems

E.:? National Strategy/Roadmap

%T National Legal or Policy Framework

E%[ National List or Registry & Database

UN& caPeEA
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https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf

3.0 How? A Nuanced & Pragmatic Approach to
Implementing OECM in the East Asian

3.1 Identifying OECM: Screening,
Securing Consent & Full Assessment

3.2 Recognizing OECMs

8 DU TIEMPO AYA WU MATAN(MARS0S-May 15) |
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3.4 Supporting/Strengthening OECMs

3.5 Monitoring and Evaluation
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ﬂ 3.0 How? A Nuanced & Pragmatic Approach to
" Implementing OECM in the East Asian
3.1 Identifying OECM: Screening, Securing Consent & Full Assessment

l Where to start?
| |

Ecologically or

IUCN'’s Guidance

Step 1:
Screening (two associated criteria)

Marine Key Previously

Criteria:

O : Biologically g
Bl%dr;vg;glty Significant Marine & Coastal
’ Areas/EBSA? Areas? M
Siosaverity vahio
Step 2:
By National Govt Consent (no associated (

Step 3:
Full Assessment (six associated
Criteria:

Top-Down?
By Sub National
Govt
By Appllcatlon’? By Site

Managers/Owners

3 4 5 :
Gafined ‘n.:.'. "'T":L'v-

Specific Countries’ Examples

o COBSEA Participating Countries:

U N E" ~ ﬂ PCE ﬁ ex. Philippines’ Decision Tree/Flow Chart
SR OnGRE o Sweden for Marine & Coastal OECMs

programme o Maldives for Leased Islands for Tourism



https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://iucn.org/resources/publication/guidance-other-effective-area-based-conservation-measures-oecms
https://iucn.org/resources/publication/guidance-other-effective-area-based-conservation-measures-oecms
https://iucn.org/resources/publication/guidance-other-effective-area-based-conservation-measures-oecms
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2024-11/apap-roadmap-for-oecms.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/822cfedc-a209-4b73-ac2e-b3cb4c10f3eb/content
https://www.undp.org/india/publications/criteria-and-guidelines-identifying-oecms-india
https://www.undp.org/india/publications/criteria-and-guidelines-identifying-oecms-india

ﬂ 3.0 How? A Nuanced & Pragmatic Approach to
Implementing OECM in the East Asian

3.2 Recognizing Marine & Coastal OECMs 3.3 Reporting Marine & Coastal OECMs

Recognizin Data Data Data
9 9 Compilation Verification Submission

Fo rmal
Discover the world's

. . tected and
Considerations: e hreas

puesnagiioineun it ity

Time-Bound?
De-Listing/Withdrawal?

e b g

Specific Countries’ Examples
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https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/resources/wdpa-manual
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/resources/wdpa-manual
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/resources/wdpa-manual
https://pp-files-production.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/91f12xvNBfZjLuAatTx6V6Hy?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Providing_PP_data_quick_guide%20%25281%2529.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Providing_PP_data_quick_guide%2520%25281%2529.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA3W4VWKGK6S5RWHO6%2F20250811%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250811T202929Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=b40975162628b581f91d3bcfac99d1374e06e71334610de0ac25a2fd12758058
https://pp-files-production.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/91f12xvNBfZjLuAatTx6V6Hy?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Providing_PP_data_quick_guide%20%25281%2529.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Providing_PP_data_quick_guide%2520%25281%2529.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA3W4VWKGK6S5RWHO6%2F20250811%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250811T202929Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=b40975162628b581f91d3bcfac99d1374e06e71334610de0ac25a2fd12758058
https://pp-files-production.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/91f12xvNBfZjLuAatTx6V6Hy?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Providing_PP_data_quick_guide%20%25281%2529.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Providing_PP_data_quick_guide%2520%25281%2529.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA3W4VWKGK6S5RWHO6%2F20250811%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250811T202929Z&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=b40975162628b581f91d3bcfac99d1374e06e71334610de0ac25a2fd12758058
https://digitalreport.protectedplanet.net/
https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-006-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-003-En.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-003-En.pdf

3.0 How? A Nuanced & Pragmatic Approach to

Implementing OECM in the East Asian

3.4 Supporting/Strengthening OECMs 3.5 Monitoring and Evaluation

Means of Support & Timing (Pre-ldentification, Maintaining, M&E?) /-l\
1) Technical Assistance? Delivering Positive Outcomes & Impacts

Understanding/socializing concepts, criteria, principles & processes, etc \T/

Documenting biodiversity attributes and threats/net positive gains

Access to expertise to determine/monitor/evaluate biodiversity attributes and threats, and net positive biodiversity gains
Capacity-building for effective & equitable management CBD/KM-GBF Minimum Indicators

Facilitation of communication and coordination across sectors

Support for national associations or alliances of OE CMs according to governance types to provide peer support
machanism (CBD Deciion 14/8) 97509 ypes To piovide peerstipp 'Sl'?oclis & Methods including Special
. . . uaies

2) Financial Incentives?

Grants for documentation, management, monitoring, community-based projects
Subsidies for area-based management actions =l |ndicators, Proxies
Tax breaks for actions leading to net positive biodiversity gains

3) Policy Support?

Clarifying rules to cater to sites’ needs S |te N ational
Providing legal basis for benefit-sharing, as may be apt Le Vel M&E/ Re ional/
National recognition/certification as OECM & its publication as a source of pride for the site M & E Comp"ation Gg|0 bal
+ Feedback :
+ Feedback o Reporting
SBSTTA Recommendation 26/1. 18 May 2024
uEB_hb;h_ehQEQMﬁui_d_e.M[UnderReview] (update once document is released) St k tho |d Stakeh0|ders
U N f‘ & r'ﬁ p c E ﬂ, IIEDs Slte Level Assessment ofGovernance and Eqmty (SAQ,E) Tool for SAGE manual for facilitators 2023. akenolders
Enwmnmem SRS ATIN Y o4 Pl SEAS 08 HAST ik Phllppmes ,2018

programme

Philippines’ MPA MEAT, 2011
IUCN GreenList. v, 2017
JUCN’s Governance of Protected Areas2012


https://iucn.org/sites/default/files/2023-11/status-of-oecms-in-asia-report-high-quality_compressed.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-05-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/sbstta-26/sbstta-26-rec-01-en.pdf
https://iifb-indigenous.org/initiatives/marine-oecm-guide/
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PATRS-007-En.pdf
https://www.iied.org/site-level-assessment-governance-equity-sage
https://www.iied.org/21461iied
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/thematic-areas/protected-areas-management-effectiveness-pame?tab=METT
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/thematic-areas/protected-areas-management-effectiveness-pame?tab=METT
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/thematic-areas/protected-areas-management-effectiveness-pame?tab=METT
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0308597X18300459
https://www.coraltriangleinitiative.org/sites/default/files/resources/MEAT%20e-form.pdf
https://iucngreenlist.org/standard/global-standard/
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PAG-020.pdf

ﬂ 3.0 How? A Nuanced & Pragmatic Approach to
Implementing OECM in the East Asian

3.1 Identifying OECM: Screening,
Securing Consent & Full Assessment

3.2 Recognizing OECMs

3.3 Reporting and Evaluation

3.4 Supporting/Strengthening OECMs

3.5 Monitoring and Evaluation

UN& CcOPCEA
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4.0 Ways Forward

- ¢
AR

whmermorh dom - FNT4L TR E

Publicizing commitment

as a rallying point

Forging partnerships

UN@ cAPcEA

environment oo
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v Using regional platforms for learning, mentoring

v Exploring opportunities for transboundary OECMs, if

COBSEA PEMSEA ACB CTI
Cambodia, People's Cambodia, People's Cambodia, Indonesia, Indonesia,
Republic of China, Republic of China, Malaysia, Philippines, Malaysia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore Philippines

Philippines, Republic
of Korea, Thailand,
Singapore

Viet Nam

Philippines, Republic of

Korea, Singapore,
Vietnam

Viet Nam

(+) DPR Korea, Brunei Papua New Guinea
Japan, Solomon Islands
Lao PDR, Timor-Leste
Timor-Leste

(-) Malaysia People's Republic of
Thailand China, Republic of

Korea,




COBSEA OECM Guidance Document

Feedback?
Suggestions?

UN& cnpPeEA
ronme RN T Oy D Frall SR OF ASY Acksk
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