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ANGLOPHONE WEST AFRICA REGIONAL AWARENESS-RAISING WORKSHOP ON MERCURY IN ARTISANAL SMALL SCALE GOLD MINING (ASGM)
HELD 

AT

SHERATON HOTEL & TOWERS, MOBOLAJI BANK ANTHONY WAY. IKEJA, LAGOS, NIGERIA.

GROUP TWO SYNDICATED DISCUSSION
BREAK –OUT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DAY 2 - AFTERNOON SESSION
ISSUE 1: Environmental/Technical Intervention.

The three most polluting techniques have been identified to be :
a. Whole Ore Amalgamation

b. Open Air Burning and

c. Cyanide-use after mercury

Alternative Technologies

1. Centrifuge 
2. Sluice

3. Retort (various types)

4. Mercury vapour capture system

5. Reactivation (salt water and 12 – volt battery)

6. Direct smelting kit.
Break out Group Questions

Question 1: Which of these technologies would you promote in the short/long term? How could these activities be scaled up?. What are the barriers to scaling up?

Answer: In the short term, the group agreed that Nos 2 & 3 i.e  Sluice & Retort (various types) Technologies should be adopted while centrifuge alternative technology  (No 1) should be adopted in the long term. This is because of the relatively low cost of production of the Sluice & Retort technology alternative in the short term. Centrifuge technology is good for the long term because no mercury is used for its operation though cost of production is high.
Scaling Up: Capacity building, training and stakeholder workshop in the local languages. Pilot plant should be set up for training purposes and the fabricators of the equipment should be encouraged. Train the trainer option will be appropriate here as successful miners should be  trained to train others.
Barriers: Funding, lack of adequate skill and technical know how. Lack of business management skill.

Question 2: What technical activities have been undertaken in the region where broad sharing of information would be of learning benefits to all countries?
Answer: Meeting of ECOWAS Mining Ministers address the issue on one or two occasions. There has always been West African Mining Congress meeting which has been held, to date, once at Abuja and once at Accra. There is also the UN Economic Commission project called African Mining Vision.Nigerian Mining & Geosciences’ Society Annual International Conference held in March of every year.

Question 3: What on the ground activities that have been or are being undertaken in the region that are facilitating miners access to financial resources
Answer: Formalization of ASM in the region.

Question 4: List of Institutions for mining and geology or other training/research institutes in the region.

Answer: 

Nigeria

1. Federal University of Techology, Akure, Nigeria- For B.Eng, M.Eng & PhD Mining Engineering, & Metallurgical & Materials Engineering
2. Nigerian Institute of Mining & Geosciences, Jos: For PGD Mining , Mineral and Geosciences

3. University of Nigeria, Nsulkka, ABU, UNILAG, FUTA, OAU and more than 30 others: for Geology and Geosciences degree courses. 
4. Kaduna Polttechnich, Kaduna: For ND, HND, PGD Mining Engineering

Senegal.
5. Universitie Cheikh Anta, Diop; B .Sc Engineering Geology
6. Institute PANOS, Dakar; B.Sc Technical Geology 

Ghana

University of Mines & Technolgy, Tarkwa, Ghana: For B.Eng, M.Eng & PhD Mining Engineering, Mineral Engineering & Geomatic Engineering
Mali
Ecole National D’ingennieur, Bamako:  B.Sc, Geology and Geosciences
Ethiopia

Geological Survey of Ethhipia, Addis Abbaba

Universities in Ethiopia at Mekele, Addis Ababa

BREAK –OUT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DAY 3 - MORNING SESSION
ISSUE 2: Formalization of ASGM
Without formalized ASGM, it is challenging to address the issue of mercury use in the sector. There is an overall need identified for formalization

Question 1a: Does your country have a legal framework policy for ASGM miners? What is the legal status of miners?

Gambia: There is Mines and Quarry Act 2005. The miners are not known by government and therefore not recognized.
Sierra Leone: There is a draft policy for ONLY Artisanal Mining but none for Small scale miners. There is still a lot of illegality in the mining sector.
Nigeria: There is Mineral and Metal Policy 2007. 


There is Mineral and Mining Act 2007. 


There is also the Mineral and Mining regulations 2011 drawn from the Act.

For the first time the Miners are now recognized by law

Tanzania: There is a mineral policy 1997

There is also an Act 2010 to regulate the industry.

Artisanal miners are not registered like the Small Scale miners

Mali:  There is mining code in place 1999. The artisanal and small scale miners are recognized by law.
Question 1b: How do the Miners access the gold Market?
Gambia: No ASM Gold Miners in the Gambia and therefore no market
Sierra Leone: The market in Sierra Leone is not known
Nigeria: Government is planning to set up Mineral buying centres across the country. There are currently private mineral buying centres across the country. However, Gold are sold to foreigners and Nigerians alike without records; leading to loss of revenue to the three tier of governments.
Tanzania: The brokers and buyers are registered with the governments. The big mining companies sell to the global market and record sent to the Government.
Mali: There are buyers from Bamako that go to the mines to buy. This is in addition to buyers that come from Mali, Guinea and Senegal

BREAK –OUT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS DAY 3 - AFTERNOON SESSION 
Question 1: Who are the main players in developing your plan at the national level?
Answer: The Stakeholders or the main players in developing the plan at the National level are:

1. Ministry of Environment

2. Ministry of Mines

3. Ministry of Health

4. Relevant Universities/Research Institutes.

5. Relevant Enforcement Agencies 

6. Ministry of Trade, Commerce and Industries
7. Chamber of Mines, Commerce and Industries

8. Ministry of Justice 

9. Ministry of Labour, Employment.
10. Ministry of Women Affairs.
11. Civil Societies/NGO/ Miners’ Association.

Question 2a: What key players are involved in implementing your plan?
Answer: The Stakeholders or the main players in implementing the plan at the National level:

1. Ministry of Environment

2. Ministry of Mines

3. Ministry of Health

4. Relevant Universities/Research Institutes.

5. Civil Societies/NGO/ Miners’ Association.

Question 2b: What type of projects would they support?

Answer: Projects that will regulate the use of Mercury in ASM Gold Mining; to include but not limited to the following:
a. Carry out baseline studies and Need Assessment towards the elimination of the use of Mercury in ASGM.

b. Carry out research and development on alternatives technology to replace the use of Mercury in ASGM.
c. Formulate appropriate regulatory framework that will lead to elimination of use of 

Mercury in ASGM.

Question 3: What strategic Objectives would you promote in your draft plan?
Answer:
1. Reduction of the use of Mercury in ASGM by 30% by 2014.

2. Formalization of ASGM operations by 2014.

3. Development of affordable technology/equipment that will promote BAT/BEP by 2012.

4. Develop appropriate IEC strategies by 2012.

 Questions 4a & b. What are the technical or other project priorities? If you had 100,000 USD, what project would you prioritize immediately?
Answer: Carry out baseline studies and Need Assesment towards the elimination of the use of Mercury in ASGM.

Question 5a: What changes to your legal framework may be necessary? If any? 
Answer: There is urgent need to promulgate or amend existing environmental laws to include the reduction or elimination of the use of Mercury in ASGM.

Question 5b: And who would be responsible for such changes?

Answer: Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Mines and Ministry of Justice
Question 6: What are the options for financing your plan for developments?
Answer:  Governments and Donor Agencies

Question 7: What are the options for financing the implementation of your plan (technical, formalization, training components).
Answer: Governments and Donor Agencies
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