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OECM definitions and criteria (global)
First referenced in Aichi Target 11 of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity adopted at the 

10th Conference of the Parties to the CBD (2010).
Term Definition

OECM
(Other Effective Area-based 

Conservation Measures) 

CBD

• Areas that are not formally designated as protected but are managed to deliver 
long-term, in-situ conservation outcomes for biodiversity and associated ecosystem 
functions and services. Depending on the context, they may also maintain cultural, 
spiritual, social, economic, or other locally significant values. These are 
geographically defined areas.

5th National 
Biodiversity Strategy 

(2024-2028)

• Areas that are not officially recognized as protected but are managed in ways that 
contribute to biodiversity conservation

Proposed amendment 
to the Biodiversity Act 

(Nov. 2024)

• Areas that are not designated as protected but are recognized as making a long-
term contribution to biodiversity conservation and the enhancement of ecosystem 
services and are therefore listed and registered under relevant laws

Protected areas (IUCN, 2008)
• A clearly defined geographical space that is recognized, designated, and managed through legal or other 

effective means to ensure the long-term conservation of nature along with associated ecosystem services 
and cultural values

OECM vs. protected areas
• Protected areas are designated specifically for biodiversity and ecosystem conservation, whereas OECMs 

are areas that achieve long-term biodiversity outcomes regardless of whether conservation is their primary 
objective.

In-situ conservation (CBD)

• Conservation of ecosystems and natural habitats and maintenance and recovery of viable species’ 
populations in their natural surroundings
• For domesticated or cultivated species, conservation and recovery within the environments where they 

developed their distinctive traits



OECM definitions and examples (Korea)
Definition: In Korea, the Ministry of Environment (ME) defines OECMs as “areas of coexistence with nature,” 

while the Korea Forest Service (KFS) refers to them as “other effective area-based conservation measures.”

– The 5th National Biodiversity Strategy, developed jointly by relevant ministries, adopts the term “areas of 
coexistence with nature,” which is expected to be reflected in upcoming amendments to the Biodiversity Act.

Examples: Three terrestrial OECMs were officially registered in May 2025 by the KFS(Korea Forest Service),  
with guidelines and legal frameworks now in development.

– Terrestrial OECMs: Baekdudaegan National Arboretum, Gariwangsan National Recreational Forest, and 
Geombongsan National Recreation Forest

– Guidelines: As part of the joint Korea OECM Identification Projec (Korea National Park Service, 2022-2024)

conducted by the IUCN and ME, Korea’s K-OECM toolkit was completed in December 2024.



Implementation measures for identifying and registering OECMs are being discussed through the National Protected Areas Forum.

Institutional framework (Which agencies are responsible for OECM-related tasks?)

Subject Agencies

Government ministries 7
ME, MOF, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT), Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (MAFRA), 

Ministry of National Defense (MND), KFS, Korea Heritage Service (KHS)

Affiliated and research 
institutions

11

National Institute of Forest Science, Korea National Arboretum, National Institute of Biological Resources, Korea National Park 
Service, National Institute of Ecology, Korea Marine Environment Management Corporation, Korea Institute of Ocean Science 

and Technology, Korea Maritime Institute, National Marine Biodiversity Institute of Korea, Korea Research Institute for Human
Settlements, Korea Environment Institute.

Expert members 14
Specialists from the environment, marine, land, agriculture, forestry, and cultural sectors, along with NGOs and international 

organizations

[ Participating agencies in the forum ]

Global target for protected 
areas (30 by 30)

Korea’s current 
protected areas

Legal and institutional 
frameworks analyzed

OECM global standards 
(CBD, IUCN)

Candidate OECM sites 
identified

OECM effectiveness 
evaluated

National protected area 
target setCandidate OECM sites 

listed30 by 30 policy case studies
(IUCN, Canada, Japan, etc.)

Strategy and major tasks established

2030 National Roadmap for Expanding Protected Areas

The National 
Protected 

Areas Forum 
has held

4 meetings 

Building a consensus 
across ministries



[  Main OECM review targets by ministry and agency ]

Scope of review Potential OECM resources

ME
Natural recreation areas 75.7km2

Ecological buffer zones Nine zones
Special conservation zones along rivers 8 sites spanning 198km2

MOF

Uninhabited islands Absolute and semi-conservation areas 140 sites / 550 sites

Marine use areas
Marine ecological control areas 6,020.8km2

Marine research and education areas 1,637.3km2

Marine safety management areas 3,999.0km2

Community-managed fisheries 1,133 sites
MOF/local

governments
Protected waters (under Fishery Resources Management Act) 47.16km2

Local governments Tidal flats outside marine protected areas 2,489.4km2

MOLIT
Urban green areas 12,592km2

Areas under control (conservation zones) 10,116km2

Protected areas (ecological reasons) 28km2

KFS
National recreation forests 192 sites including national forests

Conservation areas and forests for Buddhist temples 13.2km2 / 662.7km2

KHS World Natural Heritage buffer zones 2 sites, including Jeju Volcanic Island and Lava Tubes
MAFRA Important Agricultural Heritage sites 17 sites

Institutional framework (Which agencies are responsible for OECM-related tasks?)

Implementation measures for identifying and registering OECMs are being discussed through the National 
Protected Areas Forum.



7

MPA In Korea Map of Designated MPA
(39 MPAs, Total 3,125 km2)

World 
Natural 
Heritage

39 MPAs(3,124.712 km²) as of July, 2025
- Wetland protected area (18)
- Marine ecosystem protected area (17)
- Marine life protected area (3)
- Marine scenery protected area (1)

World natural 
heritage sites

Measures (㎢)
heritage Buffer Total

Seochoen 68.09 36.57 104.66
Gochan 55.31 18.80 74.11
Shinan 1,00.86 672.54 1,773.4

Boseong-Suncheon 59.85 18.01 77.86

Total 1,284.11 745.92 2,030.03

2.09 %

30%

Global goal Republic of KOREA

21.5%

OECD Average 



MPA

The MOF has developed a strategy to meet the 30 by 30 target for marine protected 
and is moving forward with the identification of marine OECMs.

National strategy for marine OECMs

Guidelines
Develop Marine OECM guidelines by the end of 2025, drawing on IUCN guidance (2021) and
other sectoral examples to establish evaluation indicators and standards.
- Ongoing research since June 2025 is focused on drafting these guidelines and preparing the necessary legal framework.

Using the finalized guidelines, begin identifying potential OECM sites starting in 2025, including
specific island zones and buffer areas around tidal flats designated as World Natural Heritage sites.

Candidate site 
identification

OECM 
registration

Pilot the registration of marine OECMs through 2027 in line with the guidelines.
– From 2028 onward, aim to register more than 7,000km² of OECMs each year.

Starting in 2026, pursue amendments to the Marine Ecosystem Act to establish a legal basis for
OECM definitions, registration procedures, management systems, and support mechanisms.

Institutional 
framework

[ Key components of the marine OECM strategy ]



Proposed OECM candidate sites in Korea

Candidate area Description

Waters surrounding 
specific islands

Coastal areas around uninhabited or sparsely populated islands
with exceptional ecological, geological, or topographical features

Buffer zones 
of World Natural Heritage 

tidal flats

Surrounding zones designated to ensure the effective protection of tidal flats
listed as World Natural Heritage sites

Tidal flat 
restoration sites

Areas where degraded tidal flats have been RESTORED to their natural state
through ecological restoration projects

Tidal flats outside 
marine protected areas

Tidal flat zones identified through ecological surveys
that have NOT yet been designated as MPAs



Proposed OECM candidate sites in Korea
[Waters surrounding specific islands]

Category Measures (㎢)

uninhabited island 11,200
Migratory area 81,000

Underwater topography 12,500
Upwelling sea area (Open sea) 20,000

Total 124,700

Marine Ecological Axis Map



Proposed OECM candidate sites in Korea

[ Buffer zones of World Heritage tidal flats ]

World natural 
heritage sites Heritage (㎢) Buffer (㎢) Total (㎢) 

Seochoen 68.09 36.57 104.66

Gochan 55.31 18.80 74.11

Shinan 1,00.86 672.54 1,773.4

Boseong-Suncheon 59.85 18.01 77.86

Total 1,284.11 745.92 2,030.03



Proposed OECM candidate sites in Korea

[ Non-MPA tidal flats ][ Tidal flat restoration sites ]

Before Restoration

After Restoration

Source: Getbol Restoration Project on Gopado Island, Seosan (News1)



Draft certification procedure for OECMs in Korea
Step 1: Screening

1. Is the site OUTside an officially designated 
protected area?

2. Does the site have biodiversity value?

3. Are the site boundaries clearly defined?

4. Are there one or more governance or 
management systems in place for the site?

Step 2: Building consensus 
(identifying stakeholders – reaching consensus – raising awareness)

Identifying stakeholders and building contact information

Providing baseline information and collecting feedback

[Sample OECM application under K-OECM Toolkit ]



Draft certification procedure for OECMs in Korea

Step 3: Site identification and registration (in-depth assessment and data compilation)
5. Does the site demonstrate support for important biodiversity and ecosystem service values?
6. Are the site’s key biodiversity values likely to be effectively conserved in situ over the long term?
7. Does the site’s governance or management system actively conserve its key biodiversity values 

by preventing or mitigating threats—or is it reasonably expected to do so?
8. Do the site’s governance and management efforts incorporate the three dimensions of equity,

i.e., recognitional, procedural, and distributive?

Step 4: Finalizing the OECM assessment report

Sites that receive a “Yes” on all assessment criteria are confirmed as OECMs, subject to the agreement of the 
managing authority and relevant stakeholders.



Step Criterion
Response (V)

Yes Uncertain 
/ partial No

Step 1:
Screening

Protected status Q1. Is the site located outside a formally designated 
protected area? □ n/a □

Biodiversity Q2. Does the site hold important biodiversity or ecosystem 
service values? □ n/a □

Clearly defined boundaries Q3. Are the site’s boundaries clearly defined and 
geographically identifiable? □ □ □

Mechanisms for governance 
and management

Q4. Are there governance or management systems, tools, or 
mechanisms in place for the site? □ □ □

Step 2 Has consensus been reached on registering the site as an OECM? □ n/a □

Step 3: 
Comprehensive 

evaluation

Long-term conservability

Q5. Have the site’s key biodiversity and ecosystem values 
been clearly confirmed? □ □ □

Q6. Is there a strong likelihood that these values will be cons
erved in situ over the long term? □ □ □

Sustainability of governance 
and management

Q7. Is the governance or management system capable of 
responding to threats and supporting conservation? □ □ □

Q8. Does the governance system incorporate equity consider
ations? □ □ □

Step 4: Finalizing the OECM assessment report

Sites that receive a “Yes” on all assessment criteria are confirmed as OECMs, subject to the agreement of the 
managing authority and relevant stakeholders.

Draft certification procedure for OECMs in Korea



THANK YOU

Iloilo City, The Philippines
14 - 16 August, 2025

Understanding and Accelerating Actions on OECMs in the Marine and Coastal Areas of East Asia Seas
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