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On behalf of the US Council for International Business, we appreciate the opportunity to join the discussions at this session on the Global Pact for the Environment.  Thank you to the Co-Chairs, Member States and Secretariat for this inclusive and inter-active process.

· We appreciate the approach mapped out in the UNGA resolution:
· Identify any potential gaps, for both binding and non-binding instruments or forums.
· Evaluate whether those are gaps that need to be filled.
· Decide on potential next steps, if any, to fill those gaps.

We encourage this comprehensive discussion to target gaps and priorities, so that the options for solutions you consider will be practical and effective in strengthening environmental protection.  In business we know that solving a problem depends on clearly identifying the need and opportunity.  We encourage delegations to take the time necessary to clearly define the problems, so that solutions will actually hit the target.

USCIB is strongly committed to strong international environmental governance, supported by well-functioning regional, national and municipal regulatory and institutional systems that enforce well-designed environmental regulations.  We are committed to supporting sustainable outcomes, particularly through implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.  We specifically support the many calls for consensus to be the basis of decisions made in this Working Group.

With respect to the four questions before the Working Group:
· #1 We believe response options are best designed with a full understanding of what gaps or challenges need to be remedied.
· #2 An assessment of the gaps or challenges in existing governance structures in international environmental law should be conducted before new governance options are discussed.  
· #3 A comprehensive review of the advantages and disadvantages of a codification of principles as a basis for enhancing implementation should be conducted.
· #4 The options to address gaps or challenges in specific instruments should, as reflected in the comments of several delegations, be referred to the governance structures under those instruments, perhaps with guidance from the UNGA on the scope of the assessment.
 
We call on the Working Group to design the process and any outcomes so that they will reflect:
· The realities of existing regulation, taking into account existing technical standards, voluntary approaches, financing criteria and other measures that are complimentary to environmental law.
· The diversity of legal systems around the world and the existence of important and well-functioning MEAs and other international systems, such as SAICM, with the objective of sharing good practice and seeking collaborative approaches to environmental challenges.
· A clear definition and understanding of the gaps and challenges a GPE, in whatever form, might address.

We look forward to making additional comments as the process continues.    

Thank you for your attention.
