
Revealing the contributions of  

Indigenous fisher women to food 

security and livelihoods in Fiji 

October 14, 2021

Ana Ciriyawa – aciriyawa@wcs.org

Sangeeta Mangubhai – smangubhai@wcs.org

mailto:aciriyawa@wcs.org
mailto:smangubhai@wcs.org


Current situation

• Women missing from natural 

resource management decisions

• Responsibilities: managing 

household, providing food, income 

supplement

• Role of  women under-estimated →

little attention or support

• Women in fisheries: harvesting, 

processing, value adding, marketing
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Study



Objectives

• Understand and quantify 

work and contributions of  

women in small-scale 

fisheries in Fiji.

• Include women in effective 

decision making process.

• Provide evidence to allow 

support from government 

and other stakeholders.

Photo: Sangeeta Mangubhai/WCS

Photo: Stacy Jupiter/WCS

Objectives



Fishing habitats used by men and women
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Targeted invertebrate species

Women dominated Women and Men Men dominated
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Fisheries is more than just fishing: Fisheries value chains and roles of  women



Concerns

!

Mangroves and seagrass beds 

are important nursery areas for 

fish and invertebrates.

They are also targeted fishing 

grounds for fisherwomen 

therefore, majority of  the catch 

are species with low spawning 

potential ratios and are 

undersized.
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Challenges

Fisherwoman

No boat 

Lack of  
fishing gear

Bad and 
unpredictable 

weather

Habitat 
damage

No money 
to pay for 

use of  
boat

Surging 
waves and 

strong 
currents

Distance

Hmmm …What is wrong with this picture?



Challenges



Gender awareness and inclusivity
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Guides



Vinaka vakalevu


