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Provisional Annotated Agenda
Ministerial Segment



Background
1. The XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean (Cartagena, Colombia, 28 to 31 March 2016), adopted the Cartagena Declaration, as well as eleven decisions on key issues of the environmental agenda for sustainable development, and directed the regional political dialogue towards the Second United Nations Environment Assembly.
2. After the XX Meeting of the Forum, the Second United Nations Environment Assembly (23-27 Nairobi, Kenya, May 2016) recognized the ongoing work of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, and noted the results of its XX Meeting, "welcoming the progress and achievements of the regional forums of ministers of environment to which the United Nations Environment Program supports and recognizing that these platforms are important to strengthen the participation of the countries in the preparation and follow-up of the sessions of the United Nations Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment Program "(UNEA Resolution 2/2).
3. During the intersessional period, the High-Level Intersessional Meeting and the Regional Consultation for the Third United Nations Environment Assembly took place, from 11 to 13 October 2017, in the city of Bogotá, Colombia. In this regional meeting, in addition to following up and guiding the implementation of the decisions of the Forum, it was resolved to align the cycles of the meetings of the Forum of Ministers to those of the United Nations Environment Assembly. Concomitantly with the adoption of the rules of procedure of the Assembly, Colombia ended its period in the exercise as Chair of the XX Forum of Ministers, and the Argentine Republic assumed the Chair of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.

Objectives of the Meeting
4. The Ministerial Segment of the XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean will be held from 11 to 12 October 2018 in the autonomous city of Buenos Aires, Argentina.
5. The Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean will discuss and adopt decisions regarding issues of the environmental agenda, identified as priorities for regional cooperation and to which the Forum can contribute substantively in the identification and implementation of innovative solutions.
6. In addition, the Forum of Ministers will provide policy guidance and prepare contributions from the region to follow-up on the results of the Third United Nations Environment Assembly (Nairobi, Kenya, 2 to 6 December 2017) and for the participation of the region in the Fourth United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-4), to be held in Nairobi, from 11 to 15 March 2019, with the main theme "Innovative solutions for environmental challenges and sustainable consumption and production "

Agenda Item I: Opening of the meeting
7. The meeting will begin with an opening ceremony on Thursday, 11 October  2018 at 9:00 a.m. with a message from the Secretary of Environment and Sustainable Development of the Argentine Republic, Rabbi Sergio Bergman in his capacity as Chair of the XXI Meeting of the Forum, the Deputy Regional Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, as the Secretariat of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, Ms. Joyce Msuya, the Minister of Environment of Estonia, Mr. Siim Kiisler, in his capacity as President of UNEA-4, and the Ambassador of the European Union in the Argentine Republic, Ms. Aude Maio-Coliche.

Agenda Item II: Organization of work
2.1. Adoption of the rules of procedure
8. It is proposed that Ministers adopt the rules of procedure of the United Nations Environment Assembly, mutatis mutandis, to govern the proceedings of the meeting. The practice is that the sessions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean are adopted by consensus.

2.2. Approval of the program and calendar of sessions of the Meeting
9. Under this point, Ministers will discuss the provisional agenda, annotated provisional agenda and calendar of sessions and adopt them after incorporating the modifications considered necessary.

Agenda Item III: Dialogue on opportunities for cooperation and financing of the environmental agenda
10. For this agenda item, Ministers and special guests will discuss about the challenges of environmental financing, in particular on resource mobilization from various sources to ensure compliance of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Agenda Item IV: Ministerial Dialogues
11. Under this point of the agenda ministers and special guests will discuss the main challenges and opportunities for countries in the region to implement innovative solutions to detoxify and decarbonize our environment, decouple economic growth from environmental degradation and to enhance and secure the benefits of ecosystems and biodiversity. 
12. The aim of the ministerial dialogues is to provide elements of analysis, discuss initiatives and share lessons learned, to support informed decision making and allow the development of effective public policies in the region, enhancing the opportunities for regional cooperation offered by the Forum. 
13. Furthermore, the ministerial dialogues will contribute to consolidate a shared vision from the Latin American and Caribbean region in relation to the international environmental agenda. 
14. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation will share their opinions and points of view on the central themes of the dialogues that could be incorporated in the ministerial declaration. 
15. Each dialogue is framed in concept notes UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/4, UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/5, UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/6, y UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/7 that summarize the main concept and ideas to motivate the discussions in each segment.

Agenda Item V: The Sustainable Development Goals as a control board for the management of public policies towards integrated and mainstreamed sustainability.
16. To address this issue, the Ministers will have document UNEP/LAC-IG.XXI/8 that presents background on environmental sustainability and the 2030 agenda, the synergistic implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Multilateral Environmental Agreements: state in the region and bases for a discussion in the Forum, and the environmental sector in public policies. 
17. Ministers will have the opportunity to deliberate on the issues that arise on this point and decide if a regional ministerial agreement is reached on this issue. 

Agenda Item VI: Environmental Rights, Governance and Access to Environmental Justice 
18. As a basis for discussion under this agenda item, the Ministers will have document UNEP/ LAC-IG.XXI/9 that addresses the rule of law in environmental matters and environmental rights in our region, delves into the topic of environmental crimes in Latin America and the Caribbean, access to environmental justice and developments.
19. During their deliberations, ministers will have the opportunity to discuss these issues and reach a consensus on a regional ministerial agreement.

Agenda Item VII: Other matters
20. Issues that have been included under this agenda item will be discussed in the approval of the agenda.

Agenda item VIII: Review and Adoption of the Forum agreements and approval of the Ministerial Declaration
21. In relation to this agenda item, the ministers will examine the recommendations of the high -level experts, including the elements for the position of the region with regard to the issues that will be addressed during the Fourth United Nations Environmental Assembly with a view to its adoption. 
22. The recommendations emanating from the deliberations of the Meeting of High-Level Officers, to be held before the Ministerial Segment, are submitted to the Forum of Ministers, including contributions to UNEA. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation will discuss the content of the draft decisions and proceed to their adoption. 

Agenda Item IX: Election of the Bureau
23. Under this agenda item, the Bureau of the XXII Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean will be approved.

Agenda Item IX: Closure of The XXI Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean 
24. The meeting will end on Friday, 12 October 2018 at 4:00 p.m.














Annex I


	TIME
	AGENDA MINISTERIAL MEETING
Thursday 11 October 2018

	08:30 – 09:00
	 ***REGISTRATION ***

	09:00 – 09:30
	1. OPENING OF THE MEETING
· 

	09:30 – 09:45

	2. ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK
2.1. Adoption of the rules of the meeting.
2.2 Presentation and approval of the agenda and Schedule of the meeting

	09:45 – 10:15
	Coffee Break


	10:15 – 11:30

	3. DIALOGUE ON OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION AND FINANCING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AGENDA


	11:30 – 13:00
	4. MINISTERIAL DIALGOUES

	
	I. FIRST MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO DETOXIFY OUR ENVIRONMENT

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch

	
14:00 – 16:00
	
II. SECOND MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO DECARBONIZE OUR ENVIRONMENT

	16:00 – 16:30
	Coffee Break


	16:30 – 18:00

	III. THIRD MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR DECOUPLING

	  20.30 
	MINISTERIAL DINNER: Venue to be confirmed



	TIME
	MINISTERIAL MEETING
Friday 12 October 2018

	09:00 – 10:30
	IV. FOURTH MINISTERIAL DIALOGUE: INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS TO ENHANCE THE BENEFITS OF ECOSYSTEMS

	10:30 – 11:00
	Coffee Break

	11:00 – 12:00


12:00 – 13:00
	V. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AS A CONTROL BOARD FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC POLICIES TOWARDS INTEGRATED AND MAINSTREAMED SUSTAINABILITY

VI. ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS, GOVERNANCE AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE ON ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00 – 15:15 
	5. REVISION OF THE AGREEMENTS OF THE FORUM AND REGIONAL POLITICAL DECLARATION

	15:15 – 15:30
	6. ELECTION OF THE BUREAU

	15:30 – 16:00
	7. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING



2

image1.png




image2.png
LL<( \\\Q’
!!%
environment

United Nations
Environment Programme





