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1. The Secretariat of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) has 

submitted the following information that could be of relevance to the intergovernmental negotiating 

committee: 

(a) Report on the pressing case for natural and environmentally friendly substitutes to plastics, 

including a mapping of 282 Harmonized System (HS) codes of potential natural-based material 

substitutes, corresponding to global exports of USD 388 billion in 2020, available at link; 

(b) Statistics on global plastics trade, which reached USD 1.2 trillion in 2021 and is based on 

UNCTAD plastics trade database (UNCTAD Stats), available at link;  

(c) Factual summary of discussions of the UNCTAD-WTO Workshop on Sustainable and 

Effective Substitutes and Alternatives for Plastics organized on 06 December 2022, available at 

link;  

(d) Illustrative table of trade control and mitigation measures across the plastics value chain (at 

the border and in internal markets), available at link; 

(e) Trade and Environment Review 2023: “Building a sustainable oceans economy” with specific 

analysis and recommendations made at the 4th Oceans Forum on Trade related aspects of SDG 

14 in relation to plastic substitutes and the potential of seaweed-based materials, available at 

link;  

(f) Trade and Pollution Dashboard with illustrative comparisons between products made of 

plastics and substitute materials, using life cycle analysis, available at link. 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Functad.org%2Fpublication%2Fplastic-pollution-pressing-case-natural-and-environmentally-friendly-substitutes&data=05%7C01%7Czhu.shuang%40un.org%7C1c6a9ae22e364024c8a008db5c63ba8e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638205355615030931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0I%2BjE%2B1fQIWIWCsJbRT7JlmKQvA1x1iwtXoHPu59XZg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Functad.org%2Fdata-visualization%2Fglobal-plastics-trade-reached-nearly-1.2-trillion-2021&data=05%7C01%7Czhu.shuang%40un.org%7C1c6a9ae22e364024c8a008db5c63ba8e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638205355615030931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SAtaYQNMrIvAv5ULov0jy2OzEf3y9xoM7RZMVLvYcFw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Functad.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fnon-official-document%2Fditc-ted-06122022-plasticsWTO-RD88R1_0.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Czhu.shuang%40un.org%7C1c6a9ae22e364024c8a008db5c63ba8e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638205355615030931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v8o9H16rOa%2B3j0BPHh9EBYLDkrWlZ%2BwdMMW9hCWzY3U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Functad.org%2Fsystem%2Ffiles%2Fnon-official-document%2Fditc-ted-INC2-Paris-control-measures-2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Czhu.shuang%40un.org%7C1c6a9ae22e364024c8a008db5c63ba8e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638205355615030931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XKHk9ZbynybsqKeDZfJdVy0cBDLUmI2aQBhgFZFvw4I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Functad.org%2Fter2023&data=05%7C01%7Czhu.shuang%40un.org%7C1c6a9ae22e364024c8a008db5c63ba8e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638205355615030931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l7B9fhPx%2FHuKwIKXue%2Brj8fyCnNqLchm0RcpSJivZBg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FSMEP_UNCTAD&data=05%7C01%7Czhu.shuang%40un.org%7C1c6a9ae22e364024c8a008db5c63ba8e%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638205355615030931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gJEUuSPgzClqGP0GJcGn7tKW6VcsnaSJFF2c%2BA0O8ts%3D&reserved=0

