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1. Article 8 of the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
against Pollution, adopted by the Coastal States of the region in
Barcelcona in February 1976, states:

"Phe Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measures to
prevent, abate and combat pollution of the Mediterranean Sea Area
caused by discharges from rivers, coastal establishments or outfalls,
or emanating from any other land-based sources within their
territories.”

2. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries of the Coastal States of the
Mediterranean Region on the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea
(Barcelona, 2 ~ 16 PFebruary 19769 also, in its Resolution No.2 on
interim arrangements, called on the Executive Director of UNEP, in
co-operation with the Intermational Organisations concerned, to
continue the preparatory work for such a Protocol.

3. In accordance with this resolution, apart from the preparatory wo,
necessary for the draft articles and annexes of the Protocol, a pilot
project on Pollutants from Land-based Sources in the Mediterranean (MED
X) was conducted within the £framework of the Joint Cow~ordinated
Mediterranean Pollution Monitoring and Research Programme (MED POL
Phase 1l). The ultimate objective of this pilot project was to provide
the Governments of the region with appropriate information on the type
and gquantity of pollutant inputs from major land-based sources and
rivers, and on the present satatus of water pollution management
practices. The pilot project was a Joint undertaking between WHO
(which assumed overall responsibility for its co~ordination), ECE,
UNIDO, FAO, UNESCO, IAEA and UNEP, and was completed in 1977, Its
report was issued as one of the background dJdocuments during
negotiations by Mediterranean Governments on the draft Protocol and its
annexes. For the same purpose, WHO and UNEP jointly carried out a
survey of existing naticnal legislation in Mediterranean States on the
control of pollution from land-based sources. This survey has recently

been updated. .

4. Following a series of intergovernmental consultations and expert
meetings between 1977 and 1979, the Protocol for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution fxrom Land-based Sources was adopted
and signed at a Conference of Plenipotentiaries held in Athens from 12
to 17 May 1980. The Protocol entered into force on 17 June 1983,
following adoption of the sixth instrument of ratification, accession
or approval.
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The Present status of the Protocol is as followsi

Signature Ratification Accession
Albania - - -
Algeria - - 2 May 1983
Cyprus 17 May 1980 - -
EEC 17 May 1980 7 Oct. 1983 - a/
Egypt - - 18 May 1983
France 17 May 1980 13 July 1982 -
Greece 17 May 1980 - -
Israel 18 May 1980 - -
ITtaly 17 May 1980 15 April 1985 -
Lebanon 17 May 1980 - -
Libya 17 May 1980 - -
Malta 17 May 1980 - -
Monaco 17 May 1980 12 Jan. 1983 -
Morocco 17 May 1980 - -
Spain 17 May 1980 6 June 1984 -
Syria - - -
Tunisia 17 May 1980 29 Oct. 1981 -
Turkey - - 21 FPeb.1983
Yugoslavia - - -

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

6.

The Secretariat, taking into account the relevant provisions of the
Barcelona Convention and of the Land-based Sources Protocel as well as
the various decisions of the Contracting Parties and the experience
gained until now in the implementation of the Mediterranean Action
Plan, proposes the following general principles for the implementation
of the Protocol (elaborated in paragraphs 7 =~ 15):

(a)

(b}

(c)

(a)

The Protocol should be implemented progressively, through a

step~by-step process, according to a long-term workplan and
timetable agreed by the Contracting Parties.

The existing level of pollution of the Mediterranean Sea and the
severity of its effects on the Mediterranean ecosystem, human
health and amenities should be used as indications guiding the
timetable for the formulation of measures.

The best available information on scientific and technical
matters should be used in formulating proposals for measures to
be taken under the Protocol.

The ecological, geographical and physical characteristics of the
Mediterranean Sea and its coastal zone, including the absorptive
capacity of the marine environment, should be taken into acgcount
in formulating the measures.
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3.

9.

10.

{e) The implementation of the Protocol should be linked with and
reinforced by the other components of the Action 'Plan, MED POL
in particular.

(£) The implementation of the Protocol should be based on common
guidelines, standards or criteria, which should be applicable to
the Mediterranean as a whole.

(g) The measures adopted individually or jointly under the Protocol
should take into account the economic capacity of the
Contracting Parties.

{h) Assistance should be made available to developing ‘countries in
the implementation of the Protocol. Such assistance should
inelude exchange of information in the fields of services and
technology, training in pollution control methodologies as well
as acquisition of appropriate pollution control technologies on
advantageous terms. .

(1) Annex IV to the Protocol concerning pollution from land-based
sources transported by the atmosphere, should be prepared in
accordance with the provision of Article 4 of the Protocol.

The step-by-step implementation of the Protocol is considered to be the
only logical approach to the complex problem posed by pollution from
land-based sources, because the preparatory work involved to elaborate
common emission standards and standards for wuse (collection of
information, exchange of data, formulation of scientific rationale for
control measures, identification of available options and analysis of
their advantages and disadvantages, etc.) requires time, usually years.

The first step is, therefore, to adopt a clearly defined long~term
workplar and timetable.

Information on the sources and amounts of pollutants reaching t!
Mediterranean Sea, as well as on the effects of those pollutants

marine ecosystems, human health, amenities and other legitimate uses of
the sea and the coastal zone is essential in order to assess the real
magnitude of the problem, and to decide on the types of measures to be
taken.

It is essential to acquire all relevant information on technological
processes causing significant pollution of the Mediterranean Sea, as
well as on alternative processes not causing such pollution. The
latter infermation could be obtained from sources both within and
outside the Mediterranean region, in order to provide a realistic
approach, and avoid overlap and duplication of effort.

The Mediterranean Sea, and 1its coastal =zone, has many specific
ecological, geographical and physical c¢haracteristics. Any measure
taken under the terms of the Protocol would have to take such
characteristics fully into agcount.

-
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A1l the relewvant components of the Mediterranean Action Plan - the Blue
Plan, Priority Actions Programme, Specially Protected Areas ~ and, in
particular MED POL, should contribute to the fullest extent possible to
the scientific/technical rationale of proposed measures, as well as to
implementation of the Protocol.

All gquidelines, standards and criteria developed as measures for the
implementation of the Protocol should be common for, and applicable to,
the whole of the Mediterranean. This would not preclude any
Contracting Party from applying stricter measures if national or local
circumstances so demand.

The common measures proposed will take into account the economic
capacity of the Parties and their need for development. Parties not
able to accept the common programmes or measures may temporarily make
use of the provision of Article 15.2 of the Protocol.

To ensure the effective implementation of the Protocol, it 1s necessary
that relevant national infrastructures are available at the appropriate
level required to implement the necessary measures and control their
effectiveness. It is therefore essential that developing countries use
their existing infrastructure efficiently and, where necessary, obtain
the fullest possible assistance required to enable them to develop such
infrastructures. This assistance should include axchange of
information in the fields of gervices and technology, training of
appropriate personnel, and acquisition of appropriate pollution control
technologies at adwvantageous terms.

In accordance with the provision of Article 4 of the Protecel, draft of
Annex IV to the Protocol, concerning pollution from land-based sources
transported by the atmosphere, will be prepared in close collaboration
with relevant national authorities and with the co-cperation of the
relevant UN Agencies.

ACTIONS PROPOSED

16.

17.

18.

On the basis of the general principles presented in paragraphs 6 - 15
above, a prcposed Summary Workplan and Timetable for the formulation of
programmes and measures in terms of Articles 4, 5, 6, 7 and 13 of the
Protocol is presented in an Annex to this document.

Propogsed workplans and timetables for programmes and measures to be
taken in terms of the implementation of the individual articles of the
Protocel are presented in documents UNEP/WG.125/4 (for Article 5},
UNEP/WG.125/5 (for Article 6} and UNEP/WG.1l25/6 {for Article 7)

The actions proposed will be undertaken in close c¢ollaboration with
relevant national authorities and with the co-operation of the relevant
UN Agencies. In each case the particular Agency expected to assume
responsibility for the technical organisation and co-ordination of the
work is specified.
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Documents prepared as a rvesult of actions listed in the Annex to this
document, will be presented (target date) to Meetings of Experts on the
Technical Implementation of the Protocol for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution from Land-based Sources, with a
view to their submigsion to the Contracting Parties for adoption of
measures proposed. The Meetings of Experts on the Technical
Implementation of the Protocol for the Protection of the Mediterranean
Sea against Pollution from Land-based Sources should be held annually.
The Working Group on Scientific and Technical Co-operation for MED POL
should be kept informed at every meeting of progress made.
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