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2nd substantive session of the ad hoc open-ended working group ‘Towards a Global Pact for the Environment’ 
EU & MS statement on Agenda Item 4 - Possible options to address possible gaps, as appropriate – General Comments 
18-20 March 2019, Nairobi 

· EU and its 28 Member States reiterate their strong support of the overall objective of this process to strengthen international environmental law and instruments and their implementation to enhance environmental protection. We should also use the process to raise the profile of environmental issues for mobilising political will and ambition, so that we improve environmental protection in the interest of present and future generations and achieve sustainable development. We would like to recall that the environmental dimension of sustainable development is the one most lagging behind.
· We also recall that nothing we agree in the process should weaken existing standards or undermine existing instruments and processes for environmental protection. 
· We acknowledge the existence of gaps in all areas we discussed in January. We understand gaps in a broad sense, i.e. to our mind the term covers voids, defects, deficiencies or challenges. Based on this understanding, examples of gaps include insufficient implementation of the multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs), including due to the following causes: lack of compliance mechanisms, insufficient capacity or data, insufficient cooperation amongst MEAs or insufficient mainstreaming of environmental considerations into other sectors. Some global environmental challenges, areas or elements are not covered by a dedicated instrument or addressed by existing regimes or ongoing processes. 
· Even though not each and every gap may need to be addressed here, this process should lead to a range of useful recommendations from the ad hoc open-ended working group (AHOEWG) to the UN General Assembly (UNGA) on how to address some of these gaps. 
· These recommendations should cover all areas under discussion, inter alia principles, existing regulatory regimes, governance, and effective implementation. We will make proposals for possible recommendations in the different areas in reply to the different questions posed by the co-chairs.	
· For the EU and its Member States, the recommendations should include the adoption of an instrument within a certain timeline. The nature of such an instrument remains to be determined. It could be, for example, a document approved by the UNGA, a High-Level Declaration, a legally binding multilateral agreement, or other means, including a combination of these options.
· The process leading to the adoption of the instrument should be inclusive and bring together Member States, civil society and other stakeholders.  
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