CONTACT GROUP 3: CO-FACILITATORS' PROPOSAL FOR INTERSESSIONAL WORK

	The Committee agreed on [mandate on the draft to be further discussed]

In addition, the Committee agreed to conduct intersessional work on technical and scientific issues and on finance and means of implementation issues between INC4 and INC5, keeping in mind the time limitation and the limited capacities of the Secretariat. 

The Committee further agreed that such work should be inclusive and informative in nature to help the negotiation and build a better understanding between members and not to prejudge future decisions by the committee. The output of inter-sessional work would be in a form of information documents for INC 4. 




Proposed draft decision:

The intergovernmental negotiating committee,
Taking note of the reports of the co-facilitators of the contact groups established at its third session, 
Acknowledging the progress made under the guidance of the co-facilitators in considering inputs from Members to the draft text, 
1. [placeholder for the mandate on the draft]
2. Decides to conduct intersessional work, subject to available resources, on the following aspects:
i. Technical and scientific aspects related to the future instrument;
ii. financial issues and means of implementation.
 3. Further decide to convene [one][two][three] [[ad-hoc] expert groups] [open-ended working group] [open-ended expert group], which will work by virtual means [and meet once in person for a maximum of two days back-to-back with INC-4][through the organization of webinars and workshops] before the fourth meeting of the negotiating committee on these two aspects;
4. [placeholder – on the modalities should it be required, to ensure geographical and gender balance, etc.]
5. Decide that the intersessional work on technical and scientific aspects will address the following issues:  
i. chemicals and polymers of concern
ii. problematic and avoidable plastic products, including short-lived and single-use plastic products and intentionally added microplastics 
iii. primary plastic polymers
iv. product design and performance / circularity of plastics
v. Waste management, including plastic legacy
vi. Extended producer responsibility schemes
vii. Fishing and aquaculture gear
viii. Downstream countries.

6. Decide that the intersessional work on financial issues and means of implementation will address the following elements: 
i. a mapping of existing public and private financial flows related to the objectives of the future instrument;
ii. the future financial mechanism of the instrument including existing approaches to financing and financial mechanisms under other multilateral environmental agreements as well as lessons learned;
iii. innovative approaches to financing, considering the polluter pays principle;

7. Request [placeholder] to prepare, on the basis of the discussions and other possible inputs, a report [including possible recommendations] for consideration by the Committee at its fourth session.
8. Requests the Secretariat:

i. to invite submissions from observers by [xxx] and from members by [xxx], on (a), (b), (c)
ii. To post any submissions received on the website for the fourth session of the intergovernmental negotiating committee;
iii. To prepare a synthesis report on the submissions related to (xxx)
9. Further requests the Secretariat:
i. to invite submissions from observers by [xxx] and from members by [xxx], on potential definitions;
ii. to prepare a compilation of the inputs received on definitions for INC-3, during INC-3 and through the additional submissions to be submitted, as an information document for INC-4 
10. Decide to establish a legal drafting group [at a later stage][at INC-4] to draft the final provisions of the draft, taking into account exchanges and inputs shared at INC-3.



