

[bookmark: _GoBack]5th meeting 
of the Open-Ended Committee of Permanent Representatives
of UNEP 
15-16 February 2021

Opening statement 
on behalf of the European Union and its Member States

· Chair, Madam Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director, distinguished delegates joining us today, on-line, from all around the world. 
· It is my privilege to speak now on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.
· Montenegro Serbia and Ukraine align themselves with the statement.
· What brings us here is the urgency. The foundations of our life are under threat: The planet keeps warming and the changing weather patterns devastate our livelihoods; The way we handle species and ecosystems is spurring pandemic risks; Biodiversity loss and deforestation are occurring at an alarming rate; Air and Water pollution, toxic chemicals, kill millions of people each year and we fill our oceans with Plastic. 
· While we are to address this environmental emergency, we are, in addition, hit by a pandemic that has taken extra millions of lives already. But we must not be fooled. There is, unfortunately, no room for “wait and see”. We have to act smarter and tackle the major drivers of these crises simultaneously and with no delay. We need to transition and recover our economy and society to a better, greener and more sustainable one.
· The science is clear and the evidence is there: the current model of development degrades the Earth’s finite capacity to sustain human well-being, which threatens the achievement of Sustainable Development Goals – as we read in the UNEP’s report ‘Making Peace With Nature’ synthetizing the key scientific assessments of past years, which will be launched next week, during UNEA-5.
· As we enter the last stage of preparations for the UNEA-5 meeting, we are looking forward to an impactful ambitious outcome in spite of the virtual format. The EU and its Member States welcome UNEP’s Medium Term Strategy 2022-2025 and the Programme of Work and Budget 2022-2023 that give clear directions to tackle the environmental crisis and a transition to sustainable consumption and production patterns. We are pleased with the inclusive, nearly two years long, process and engagement of the Member States and stakeholders in the preparation of this document. We also welcome the realistic translation of policy priorities into funding priorities and the tight and coherent link between the two. The EU and its Member States stand ready to adopt the strategy and support its implementation.
· At the same time, we need a strong commitment by all Member States, stakeholder organisations and individuals to enact the change. The UNEA-5 “part one”, taking place at the doorstep of year 2021, presents an enormous opportunity to mobilise efforts and encourage ambition for the bunch of the extremely important events taking place this year, where the international community will make decisions from climate to biodiversity, chemicals and waste, desertification and land protection and food systems. 
· As our ministers will meet next week on-line, we need them to pass a clear message in this regard as well as kick-start a vigorous process for preparing the “in-person” UNEA-5 in 2022, starting from day one after the “on-line” session. We should build on the wealth of evidence and reported progress on the implementation of UNEA resolutions presented in the Executive Director reports.  That should bring about concrete decisions on “Action for Nature”, a green transition, sustainable consumption and production and a global agreement on plastics. We thank and support the President of UNEA for his proposal for the “Message from the on-line UNEA-5” This would not only give voice to UNEA, but also to Nairobi as the environment capital of the world.
· We would also like to take this opportunity to thank UNEP and our host Kenya for the generous offer to launch the 50th commemoration of UNEP, UNEP@50 during UNEA-5 virtual session, to conclude formally back-to-back with the next iteration of UNEA-5 in 2022.
· Ladies and Gentlemen, the EU is committed to make the UNEA-5 a success. We are also committed to a close cooperation with all partners to make a global change and a true transition to better, greener and more sustainable economy and society. Through our new growth strategy, the European Green Deal, we peruse that change internally and with our partners around the world. We are pleased to collaborate with a number of Member States, including our host Kenya, as well as with UNEP and UNIDO to launch during this UNEA meeting a Global Alliance on Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency. We invite all parties to join us in this endeavour.
· Mr Chair, allow me to finish by wishing all of us a fruitful OECPR meeting this week and an impactful UNEA.
I thank you. 
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