The Nordic region’s submission for the intergovernmental consultation following up on the UNEA Resolution 5/5 (UNEP/EA.5/Res.5) on Nature-based Solutions

The Nordic Council of Ministers recognizes the value of nature-based solutions (NBS) and has chosen to give these a high priority. Together with the Nordic Council they have decided that the Nordic region should be the most sustainable region in the world by 2030. A part of the work to reach the vision is a 4-year-programme on NBS, coordinated by the Environment Agency in the Faroe Islands.
​
1. The Nordic NBS programme
The purpose of the programme is to encourage the Nordic countries to work together and enhance their knowledge and experience base on NBS. This will help us adapt to future climate, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and protect and improve biodiversity. NBS also help to reduce the loss of biological diversity and have been shown to have a positive impact on several social issues, for example, food and water safety and human well-being.

The Environment Agency of the Faroe Islands is coordinating the programme on behalf of the Nordic Council of Ministers. A steering group comprising members from several Nordic countries and chaired by Norway are responsible for day-to-day activities. NordGen is responsible for the fifth project on Crop Wild Relatives, which is a NBS addressing  adaptation to climate change and food security, as well as biodiversity. In our work with NBS we chose to follow UNEAs definition to ensure that we do not support greenwashing or projects that benefit climate but worsen biodiversity or the other way around. ​

Five projects about NBS in the Nordics
The programme consists of five projects: ​
1. Synthesis on NBS in the Nordic region  
2. National pilot projects
3. Policy development and guidance to facilitate NBS processes in the Nordics 
4. Guidance and best practice to implement NBS in the Nordics
5. NordGen: Conservation of genetic resources for climate adaptation

The first project is about writing a synthesis that maps the work so far with NBS in the Nordics and to point out what we know and what we need to investigate further. The project was tendered in the beginning of 2021, and it was NIVA (the Norwegian Institute for Water Research) that won the tender. In November 2022, they finished this project. The final report and policy brief of fact sheets can be found here: https://nordicsituation.com/2023/01/10/final-report-great-opportunities-but-also-challenges-for-nbs-in-the-nordics/

The second project consists of eight pilot projects, which were launched in seven Nordic countries in mid-2022. The purpose of these pilot projects is to give us some experience with different types of NBS in several different ecosystems. An assessment of these pilot projects will be made on the 1st of April this year. The projects will run until the end of 2024 and the results from these will be compiled in a report, which is written by NIVA and NINA (Norwegian Institute for Nature Research). This project is called S-UMMATION (1.2). 

Projects 3 and 4 are about preparing handbooks that make it easy for decision-makers and administrations to respectively facilitate and implement NBS in the Nordic region. These two projects were put out to tender in January 2023. NIVA will carry out project 3 and NINA will carry out project 4. The handbooks will be ready by the end of 2024.

The fifth project is a crop wild relatives project, which is carried out and managed by NordGen. This project runs parallel to the other four throughout the project period. Read more about the crop wild relatives project here: https://www.nordgen.org/en/projekts/crop-wild-relatives/ 

1.1 The S-ITUATION project - Synthesis on NbS in the Nordics 
The first project in the programme, the Synthesis on NbS in the Nordics, was written by the international research group called S-ITUATION. The group was led by NIVA and project manager Dr. Leonard Sandin.

The purpose of S-ITUATION was to synthesize and present existing research on NBS relevant to the Nordic context. The scope of the overview was based on the IUCN Global Standard and included relevant projects and experiences, policies, knowledge gaps, and cost-benefit analyses. The project was carried out by highly experienced researchers in the field, representing research institutes in all five Nordic countries. Communication and dissemination activities, including stakeholder consultations, were integrated throughout the project. The synthesis facilitated knowledge-sharing and provided a basis for the development of future research projects in the Nordic Council thematic programme on NbS.

1.1.2 Key messages from the synthesis
· Common standards and guidelines are needed to support increased adoption of NBS including setting clear biodiversity targets. 
· Using a global standard such as the one developed by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) could help to solve several challenges related to NBS implementation, in addition to raising awareness and providing a holistic approach. 
· Minimum requirements concerning the quality of NBS interventions and the cost-effectiveness of the solutions should be considered by public authorities. Clear political prioritization is needed to mainstream NBS into policy and practice. 
· In order to tackle the climate and biodiversity crises, there is a need to actively steer away from “business-as-usual” i.e. from the routine use of technical or engineering solutions without considering, and when possible, implementing NBS. 
· If possible, the conservation and protection of important ecosystems should be prioritized as the first solution. If this is not possible, restoration actions or implementation of other types of NBS should be considered. Sustainable use and management of ecosystems should always be prerequisites for NBS.

1.2 The S-UMMATION project – Practical knowledge on nbs in the Nordics  
S-UMMATION is a project that will summarize and share experiences, knowledge, barriers and advice from eight NBS pilot projects in the Nordic region. 

Through surveys, workshops and literature review, the S-UMMATION team will systematically gather information on the experiences and new knowledge from the pilot projects. The knowledge will be summarized in a project catalogue and a report by S-UMMATION and published in November 2023. The final report will include a description of measures to track and evaluate the impact of NBS, including proposed indicators and ways to monitor the outcome of the NBS pilot projects. The report will also summarize the knowledge the pilot projects have contributed and what new questions they have raised. These findings will be key for advising the future implementation of NBS in the Nordics.

Learn more about the pilot projects here: https://nordicsituation.com/the-nbs-pilot-studies/ 

1.3 The A-DVICE project - Advice for Policy Development to Implement, Mainstream and Upscale NBS in the Nordics

The A-DVICE project (2023-2024) led by the Norwegian Institute for Water Research (NIVA) will provide advice for policy development to implement, mainstream and upscale NBS in the Nordics. A-DVICE is co-led by Danish consultancy Norion, with the Nordic project partners VTT (Finland), Ensucon AB (Sweden) and University of Iceland. 

The A-DVICE project will provide applicable advice and suggestions for policy development to mainstream and upscale NBS, taking into account aspects like promotion, incentives, planning and implementation, maintenance and monitoring of NBS at national, regional and local level in the Nordic region.
This includes dissemination of examples and learning points from across the region, specifying ways of implementing recommendations from S-ITUATION,
S-UMMATION, the NordGen Crop Wild Relative project and the report ‘Synergies between climate and biodiversity objectives in laws, policies and management practices’ led by Norion.
The advice and suggestions will be based on consultations and inputs from key stakeholders on gaps and barriers, enablers and success stories, as well as potentials for synergies and policy development.

The project runs until ultimo 2024. 


1.4 The GuideNBS project - Guidance and best practice to implement nbs in the Nordics
The main objective with the GuideNBS project is to make the information gained in the project operational and available to a wide range of stakeholders, including practitioners, local authorities, and the public. 
The online handbook we will produce will contain guidance for the practical implementation of NbS across six specific ecosystems, namely coastal areas, cultural landscapes, forests, mountains, urban areas, and wetlands. 

The project has four key activities. These are to:
1) Develop an online handbook and best-practice toolbox which can be used as a knowledge base for NbS practitioners across the Nordic countries.
2) Exchange knowledge among stakeholders (ecosystem experts and local practitioners) across the Nordics.
3) Providing practical guidance by giving best-practice examples on the planning, design, implementation, and operation of NbS using lessons learned from the 8 Nordic case-studies and pilot studies identified in the S-ITUATION project as well as other Nordic pilots funded by the European Commission.
4) Actively communicating findings from all the Nordic Council of Ministers NbS projects using a wide range of dissemination media and platforms to support capacity building amongst NbS practitioners. The online platform we will develop in GuidanceNbS will be available in six languages e.g., English, Danish, Finnish, Faroese, Icelandic, Norwegian, and Swedish.

The handbook will be official ultimo 2024. 

2. The Nordic Minister’s declaration on NBS in the Nordics 
In light of recent conflicts in Europe, the significance of Nordic co-operation in climate and environmental matters has increased. The importance of Nordic co-operation in the field of climate and environment has increased as a result of the war in our part of the world. The energy crisis comes on top of the crises facing the climate and nature. The 2nd of November 2022, the Nordic Ministers for the Environment and Climate signed a declaration on NBS where they committed to work together to actively promote the full potential of nature-based solutions in The Global Biodiversity Framework to be agreed at CBD COP15 in Montreal in December 2022 and to to upscale and mainstream nature-based solutions in the Nordic region.

Russia’s attack on Ukraine has not only changed the security policy situation and international co-operation, but also increased world prices for energy and raw materials and made energy policy a much-debated topic with regard to security policy. The new security policy situation has bolstered Nordic co-operation and made it even more relevant in new areas. In particular, it has led to a strengthening of Nordic co-operation on the climate and environment.

In summary, the Ministers' meeting has highlighted the escalating importance of Nordic co-operation in confronting climate and environmental challenges. The joint declaration on NBS symbolizes their dedication to addressing these issues, while impact of the conflict in Europe reinforces the need for increased collaboration within the Nordic Region. By harnessing our collective efforts, we can foster meaningful progress in tackling the pressing climate and environmental concerns of our time.

3. NetworkNature Nordic Hub 
The coordinator of the Nordic NBS programme has also been given the task of managing the Nordic hub for the international network called NetworkNature. The purpose of this network is to bring together those who work with NBS in the Nordics, and to create a forum for sharing knowledge and experience in the area both across the Nordic countries but also in Europe and internationally. 
The NetworkNature Nordic Hub can be found here: https://networknature.eu/networknature-nordic-hub

