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Assessment team
Expert group
• 3 co-chairs

• Matt Jones 
• Ximena Rueda
• Steve Polasky

• 12 coordinating leading authors
• 44 lead authors and 9 review 

editors
• 11 Fellows
• 11 fellows

Technical support unit (based 
at the Alexander von Humboldt 
Institute, Colombia & UNEP –
WCMC, UK)
• Alina Vera Paz
• Olena Tarasova-Krasiieva
• Orlando Vargas Rayo



Scope and rationale of the business 
and biodiversity assessment

• Strengthen the knowledge base to support efforts by businesses to achieve the 
2050 Vision for Biodiversity and the objectives of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity,

• Categorize the dependencies and impacts of businesses on biodiversity and nature’s 
contributions to people​

• Assess methods for measuring direct dependencies and impacts
• Assess options for actions by businesses and by others, including Governments, 

the financial sector, Indigenous Peoples and local communities, and civil society, that 
interact with business

Scoping Report, Annex I to decision IPBES-9/1​



The loss of biodiversity is one of the most serious threats to business and society. 
Yet many current economic systems remain unsustainable and drive 

nature’s decline. 

Each year, up to $7.3 trillion in global financial flows support activities that drive 
biodiversity loss, while only $220 billion is spent on activities for nature 

restoration, conservation and sustainable use.



All businesses depend on and impact biodiversity.

They face barriers that hinder efforts and often lack information to address 
their impacts and dependencies on biodiversity and nature’s contributions 

to people. 

Biodiversity and ecosystem services also represent an opportunity 
for businesses.



This Report provides businesses with options for immediate action to 
address their impacts and dependencies.

It also highlights long-term systemic change response options available 
to businesses and financial institutions, but also financial actors, 

governments and all of society, spanning regulatory frameworks but also 
social values and norms, or technology.





KM.1 All businesses 
depend on and impact 
biodiversity and can be 
agents of positive 
change.



KM.2 The current external conditions in which 
businesses operate are not always compatible with 
achieving a just and sustainable future and 
perpetuate systemic risks.



KM.3 Collaboration, collective and individual actions 
are essential to create an enabling environment 
where businesses contribute to a just and 
sustainable future.



KM.4 All businesses have a 
responsibility to address 
their impacts and 
dependencies 



KM.5 Existing methods, knowledge and data for 
measuring impacts and dependencies already and 
can further inform decisions and actions, directly 
and in the value chain.



KM.6 Different methods to measure 
and manage impacts and 
dependencies are needed for 
different sectors, levels of decision-
making and business purposes. 



KM.7 Appropriate methods to measure and manage 
business impacts and dependencies can be 
selected based on coverage, accuracy and 
responsiveness. 



KM.8 Businesses could better measure and manage 
their impacts and dependencies by appropriately 
engaging with science and Indigenous and local 
knowledge, methods and practices.



KM.9 The existing knowledge base needs to be 
strengthened by addressing important gaps in 
knowledge and its application. 



KM.10 Creating an enabling 
environment can incentivise 
actions that are beneficial for 
businesses, biodiversity and 
society for a just and 
sustainable future



IISD/ENB photographer: Anastasia Rodopoulou





• Beyond 
assessment –
scaling upuptake 
and impact

Beyond assessment – scaling upuptake and impact

Beyond assessment –
scaling uptake and impact



Business and 
Biodiversity 
Assessment

• Summary for Policymakers approved!
• Intense negotiations on topics including 

subsidies, human rights, IPLCs and FPIC
• Final text maintained strong message for 

business alongside governments and 
other actors

• First assessment on this topic that led to 
parallel events and business and finance 
participation

https://www.ipbes.net/business-impact



THANK YOU
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