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Note by the Secretariat

In the cement manufacturing sector, trace metals (such as Mercury – Hg) are present in raw materials and fuels, at widely variable levels. 
The Cement Sustainability Initiative is a voluntary sector initiative of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD), bringing together 23 cement manufacturers from around the world. The companies work together on sustainability issues, such as climate protection and emissions reductions (including mercury).

The Cement Sustainability Initiative would like to apply to join the UNEP Global Mercury Programme and is suggesting the creation of an eighth partnership area, dealing with cement activities. The Cement Sustainability Initiative has volunteered to co-chair this partnership area, or any other form of alternative organization that would appropriately deal with cement activities. The Cement Sustainability Initiative would then devote resources to facilitate the activities of that partnership and welcomes the participation and involvement of other stakeholders (associations, governments, NGOs).

The annex to the present note includes the letter of intent provided by the Cement Sustainability Initiative.  The Partnership Advisory Group may wish to explore how this initiative can be incorporated into the Global Mercury Partnership.
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