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Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) Mercury Storage Project

Regional Consultation (RC)
Panama City, Panama 14-15 April 2010

LAC Mercury Storage Project RC document 4
Draft options analysis study for the safe long term storage of mercury in the LAC region
Note by the secretariat 
1. At the project inception workshop that took place in Montevideo, Uruguay, on 22-23 April 2009, participants reached agreement to proceed with an options analysis and feasibility study as basis for a decision to be taken in the future on the preferred storage option.  Preference was given to contract a non profit organization or academe, preferably based in the region, which has the expertise or network of experts to undertake the study. The study on options analysis for the safe long term storage of mercury in the LAC is being commissioned to the Laboratorio Tecnológico del Uruguay (LATU).
2. Following preliminary consultations, LATU prepared a draft annotated outline for the study, which was presented to the project execom at its meeting in December 2009 in Sao Paolo.  The annotated outline formed the basis of the draft options study which is set out in the annex to the present note. LATU has engaged expert assistance for the preparation of the study. LATU has likewise requested comments from the project execom and the Zero Mercury Working Group, lead of the UNEP Global Mercury Partnership on Supply and Storage.
Recommendations
3. The participants may wish to consider the content and methodology of the draft options study and suggest additions or amendments, as appropriate. It should be noted that any substantial additions to the proposed study may have cost and time implications. 
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