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Press Release
Two Chinese Startups Take Home UN Environment Sustainability Prize

[bookmark: _GoBack]March 25, 2018 - Two Chinese businesses have been awarded a grant of US$10,000 each from UN Environment to promote sustainable lifestyles in China and beyond.

As winners of the Asia Pacific Low Carbon Lifestyles Challenge in the Mobility category, Shutong Liu and Lathika Chandra Mouli will also receive business and marketing training from global experts, and pitch to win an additional US$10,000 prize to take their ideas even further.

UN Environment’s Director for the Asia-Pacific Region, Dechen Tsering, said, “Without big leaps toward decarbonizing the transport sector, we will have a tough time tackling climate change. The private sector needs to be at the forefront of this transition. Business ventures like Shutong’s and Lathika’s demonstrate the type of creative thinking and innovation we need to advance the green shift.”

Shutong Liu’s venture aims to produce biodiesel from waste cooking oil. At present, waste cooking oil -- or “gutter oil” -- in China is often illegally resold to be reused in cooking, leading to significant health issues. Biofuel produced from cooking oil is interchangeable with diesel fuel, so there is no need for vehicles to convert engines to use it. Liu, based in Shanghai, aims to connect the source of waste oil, namely restaurant chains, with final users to build a circular economy loop. Each ton of biofuel produced from waste cooking oil can reduce greenhouse gases by 2.5 tons, and also reduce emissions of particulate matter, NOx and SOx from exhaust. 

Liu said, “Converting gutter oil to biodiesel is a great way to kill two birds with one stone. We reduce our greenhouse gas emissions while we eliminate a source of significant public health risks. We will need to see some policy changes to support this greener fuel, but the initial support from UN Environment will help us reach our initial target of tourist boats and buses.”

Based in Shanghai, Chandra Mouli's company Energo Labs is also working to bridge a gap in the market. Using blockchain to create decentralized energy exchanges, Energo Labs aims to facilitate transactions between small-scale energy producers (i.e. homeowners with solar panels) and electric vehicle drivers. The platform enables electric vehicles to identify renewables-powered charging stations while also tracking energy distribution and transactions. As the price of electricity in most Asia-Pacific countries is cheaper than the cost of fuel, Chandra Mouli hopes such a solution can help encourage electric vehicle adoption and simultaneously incentivize homeowners to install solar panels.

Chandra Mouli said, “Asia’s role in reducing the world’s carbon footprint will be imperative in years to come. What is most fascinating about Asia is the diverse socioeconomic standards across the region. Some cities are already en route to becoming “smart” while others are still prioritizing electrification and strong building infrastructure. Bringing our ambition to Asian cities will be revolutionary for urban lifestyles, but also for societies and economies as well.”


About Shutong Liu (刘疏桐)
Born and raised in southern China, Shutong studied and worked in the Netherlands from 2006- 2015, and graduated from VU University Amsterdam with a Master’s of Environment & Energy Management. He previously worked in corporate social responsibility, and the electric vehicle, solar power and sustainable biofuel industries. After seeing the serious social and environmental issues caused by illegal use of waste oil in China, he moved back to China to found MotionECO with a mission to solve food safety and environmental problems.

About Lathika Chandra Mouli
Lathika Chandra Mouli is an electrical engineer who is passionate about the intersection of technology, sustainability and urbanization. She was part of the inaugural class of NYU Shanghai, the first American college to receive independent registration status from China’s Ministry of Education. Lathika currently serves as a Project Specialist at Energo Labs, where she leads the acquisition and management of projects focusing on decentralized autonomous energy exchanges such as peer-to-peer, machine-to-machine, vehicle-to-microgrid, and virtual net metering. 

About the Asia Pacific Sustainable Lifestyles Challenge
The Asia-Pacific Low-Carbon Lifestyles Challenge aims to mobilize and support young people with business ideas on how to foster energy-efficient, low-waste and low-carbon lifestyles. 

12 winners each receive a US$10,000 to support their business venture focusing on one of three different categories: mobility, plastic waste and energy.

This is an initiative funded by the Ministry of Environment Japan, as part of SWITCH-Asia’s Regional Sustainable Consumption and Production Policy Advocacy Component, the Asia-Pacific Regional Roadmap on Sustainable Consumption and Production and One Planet.  This initiative is carried out together with the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, The Thai National Science and Technology Development Agency and Sasin Entrepreneurship Center. 
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