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EU and its Member States Submission  
Question 3: What options can be considered to addressing gaps or challenges relating to the implementation of existing rules and principles of international environmental law?
1) Key Messages 

The question of options to address gaps and challenges relating to the implementation of existing rules and principles should be seen in the general context of the implementation of international environmental law and governance. 
The EU and its Member States recognise that lack of implementation of international commitments is a key gap in environmental protection. There are a number of reasons for gaps relating to implementation, from political will to lack of capacity and financing as well as knowledge gaps. 
UNEP has a key role to support countries through capacity building, institutional strengthening, information sharing, reporting etc. UNEP´s regional offices and regional centres related to implementation of MEA's should be used optimally. 
it will be important to build on existing agendas and mechanisms for implementation of international environmental law and global agendas, including the Global Environment Facility (GEF), those related to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, and the Addis Abeba Agenda for Action.
Means of implementation are key. 
Enabling policies, including education, awareness raising, information, identification of best practices need to be deployed. Better availability of information, including to consumer groups, as well as having relevant environment data and sharing of best practices are of vital importance to be addressed in this context., 
Good implementation of international environmental law requires the appropriate national regulation, judiciary and administrative system with sufficient resources to make them effective. Resources, including financial, technical and human, should be mobilised from all sources, including public, private and other.
Countries should promote and facilitate investments and finance flows that support and do not run counter to environmental objectives. 
The Montevideo programme can help countries apply environmental principles and set up effective and enforceable national regulation, to better implement international environmental law.

Mainstreaming of environment into other policy areas will be central, since environmental challenges are often related to unsustainable practices in a number of other areas. 

Better mainstreaming can also help assist with access to an often untapped source of funding is bilateral assistance which is often related to national development and sustainable development plans. Including issues for implementation of international environmental agreements and other national activities for protecting the environment into such plans would increase the possibilities of obtaining the necessary funding.
Tapping into the resources of national stakeholders with relevant expertise and resources can substantially help develop effective national policies based on sound science and national circumstances. Such stakeholders can for example be experts from the national scientific community, innovative business leaders, cities, indigenous peoples and local communities, and women and youth non-governmental organisations. Better availability of information, including to consumer groups, as well as environment data and sharing of best practices will also be important.

2) Possible recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group (AHOEWG)
Lack of implementation of international commitments is a key gap in environmental protection, which should be addressed at various levels, from the local and national to the global level. 
We recommend taking measures to optimise the support to countries that face challenges in the implementation of international environmental law and principles within the existing structures, and in this regard:
Encourage all relevant stakeholders, in particular UNEP and Member States, to:  
· Foster engagement of all relevant stakeholders at all levels;
· Encourage cities and sub national governments to mainstream environment into their decision making and investments; 
· Give special attention to the protection of human rights defenders in environmental matters, who are often in particularly vulnerable situations and play an important role in the implementation of international environmental law.

Encourage the private sector, in particular the financial sector, and development banks to facilitate investments and finance flows that support and do not run counter to environmental objectives, as well as funding for environmentally sound initiatives. 
Request that UNEP, in its capacity as chair of EMG, in collaboration, in particular, with relevant convention secretariats and  UN fund secretariats, and with the involvement of the Global Environment Facility, elaborate a strategy on how the UN system, delivering as one, can best support member states facing challenges in  implementation in the implementation of international environmental law to overcome them, focusing on making the best use of existing instruments and approaches, including the Montevideo Programme. 


Such a strategy could include: 
A comprehensive guide/set of guides on how to strengthen implementation of environmental instruments at the national level, with further information on more specific guides for concrete agreements/commitments. These could include guides on:
how and where countries can apply for assistance of various kinds – capacity building, financial assistance, assistance on establishing good governance system;
how to integrate environment into national development and sustainable development plans;
how to mainstream environment into other policy and sector areas, and promote investments and finance flows that do not run counter to environmental objectives;
how best to involve various stakeholders;
Information on best practices in countries at different stages of development, showcasing different ways of effective implementation under different circumstances (climatic conditions, resources, culture); 
how to strengthen regional centres for capacity building and technical assistance for MEA- implementation;
how to ensure gender equality concerning equal opportunities to participate in – and influence – environmental processes and decisions at all levels. 

Also request UNEP to:
Further promote a sustainable financial system and support the operationalisation of sustainable finance, building on the existing work of the UNEP Finance Initiative;
Encourage the private sector to provide funding for environmentally sound initiatives;
Ensure integration of support to implement the environmental conventions in UN Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAFs).

Encourage Member States to:
Strengthen regulatory frameworks at national level and to strengthen the capacity of the judiciary to apply international environmental law, including by making full use of the Montevideo Programme under UNEP to foster the environmental rule of law and support the implementation of environmental law at all levels; 
Better integrate environment into national development and sustainable development strategies, including those developed for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda; 
Foster engagement of all relevant stakeholders at all levels;
Improve implementation of MEAs and processes that they have already signed up to;
Encourage all parties to support the adoption of implementation and compliance mechanisms foreseen in Multilateral Environmental Agreements, where these are not yet adopted, to help states overcome challenges in implementation and compliance, which is necessary for obtaining the intended effects on the environment;
Become parties of existing MEAs, which they are not already part of.
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