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Summary of the progress in the Implementation of the Decisions from the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean 



Decision 1 - Latin America and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development: Moving Towards a Sustainable Future


1. During the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, the countries of the region approved the update of the document on the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development: Moving towards a sustainable future.


Decision 2 – Latin America and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development (ILAC) Indicators

2. In general terms, the implementation of Decision 2 on ILAC indicators has advanced in a satisfactory manner. Among the main advances we can mention the definition of methodological sheets for two groups of base indicators for Latin America and the Caribbean (Decision 2.3), the development of technical events in the region (Decision 2.5), the empowerment of the Working Group on Environmental Indicators for both sub-regions and the production and dissemination of material for the creation and strengthening of capacities, both to the members of the working groups and to other interested parties (Decision 2.10).
3. The Working Group on Environmental Indicators is working on the proposal of new ways of visualizing environmental indicators to promote the use of indicators as a critical component in the science-policy interface and in the formulation of evidence-based public policies. The objective is to ensure that this information serves as a basis for the discussions of the Forum of Ministers and other instances of regional and global political dialogue.

Progress: implemented activities and results
4. The countries of the region developed a proposal for two sets of multipurpose environmental indicators, with 23 indicators for Latin America and 13 for the Caribbean. The selected indicators are relevant for the sub-regions and their countries, most of which are already available or in the process of being implemented, including some of the indicators prioritized by the Council of Experts on Sustainable Consumption and Production, and responding to the objectives of the new ILAC, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its respective goals (SDG) and other multilateral environmental agreements. These two sets were selected during the Technical Meetings of the Working Groups on Environmental Indicators for Latin America (Brasilia, December 2016) and for the Caribbean (Port of Spain, October 2017), both developed within the framework of the South-South Cooperation and capacity building project for the GEO6 process in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
5. The indicators were developed by the members of the Working Groups on Environmental Indicators of each sub-region and their technical teams up to May 2018, generating a total of 26 consensual methodological sheets, of which 11 are SDGs and 5 are proxy for indicators SDG. Out of the 26 indicators, 13 are exclusively for Latin America, 3 are exclusively for the Caribbean and 10 are common indicators between both subregions. The difference in the number of indicators is due to the different capacities and priorities in both subregions, in line with Decision 2.3 of the Forum of Ministers. These sets of indicators and their methodological sheets can be found in the document "Towards a new way of communicating the state of the environment in Latin America and the Caribbean: Report of the prioritized ILAC indicators for Latin America and the Caribbean Period 2017 - 2021". 
6. The 26 indicators are currently in the process of implementation and reporting by the countries. In addition to the report on the value of the indicators, the countries are in the process of developing a new graphical way of expressing the results of the multipurpose indicators to support decision-making and the production of public policies more efficiently.
7. On the issue of capacity building and cooperation opportunities, and to respond to the challenges and opportunities presented by countries in measuring indicators, the South-South Cooperation project and capacity building for the GEO6 process in Latin America and the Caribbean has made four subregional events (two in Latin America and two in the Caribbean) where the participants attended technical talks on the report of the new sets of indicators, worked on the methodological sheets, established contact with other experts of the region and even their country, defined new reporting formats and learned about new technologies for monitoring indicators and data collection, for example through remote sensing and satellite imagery. One of these events was co-organized with ECLAC, and with the participation of experts from other UN agencies, other international organizations and national experts from the region, promoting inter-institutional communication and South-South cooperation (Decision 2.10). We also wish to highlight the creation of a Working Group on Environmental Indicators of ILAC for the Caribbean, to address the specific challenges of that sub-region, and the strengthening and expansion of the Working Group for Latin America that already existed.  
8. A "Learning Resource Repository" was also produced with links to online material for learning about environmental indicators (with emphasis on those that are part of the ILAC multipurpose indicator set). There have been 3 webinars and a series of webinars totalling 8 technical talks with experiences from the region, which has promoted South-South cooperation and has highlighted the efforts of more advanced governments in these matters. The webinars are available openly in the network for the statistics community of Latin America and the Caribbean. In addition, the existence of 6 other technical courses (5 online, 1 face-to-face) has been disseminated in the region during this period, including a course on the Global Environmental Monitoring System (GEMS Water) translated into Spanish upon request of the ILAC Secretariat. All these efforts, plus the technical talks at the events, have been used by regional experts to increase the capacities of their teams and accelerate the adoption of indicators. 
9. It was possible to confirm focal points of 24 of the 33 countries of the region and work is being done with 7 other countries through permanent contact, leaving only two countries out of these activities. This represents an increase of 82% in the involvement of countries in the activities of the Working Groups. Additionally, a list of more than 120 people interested in environmental indicators throughout the region has been built. They are frequently receiving relevant information from the Secretariat and invitations to technical courses.

Future activities
10. The Working Group on Environmental Indicators will continue its work reviewing and adopting methodological sheets for the systematic production and publication of national and regional indicators. The Secretariat will support and cooperate with the Working Group and other external partners for the organization of training courses and for the production and dissemination of training material including relevant technical documents and manuals.
11. The Secretariat is in contact with the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF) to conduct a consultancy aimed at the production of a draft of a biennial report on the state and trends of the environment in Latin America and the Caribbean based on ILAC and SDG indicators. Such a report will provide an easy way to track regional progress and assess environmental performance towards the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, ILAC, Samoa Pathway, Sendai Framework, the Paris Agreement and other relevant MEAs and agendas.
12. Contacts have also been established with relevant scientific institutions to leverage the existing knowledge, data infrastructures, and computation capability in the region and worldwide to produce consistent outlooks and scenarios of future changes in key ecosystems variables and environmental indicators under climate change and other global change stressors. These products would be able to represent a range of alternative and equally consistent future conditions of the environment in Latin America and the Caribbean that account for drivers of change such as land-use change, demography, globalisation and changes in markets and investments, along with pressures that originate from key economic sectors for the region, such as agriculture, extractives, and tourism.
13. In parallel, a discussion has been initiated between the Working Group and the Secretariat to expand the scope and breadth of the Group through the development of new activities aiming at the production of a set of regional indicators to measure adaptation to climate change. Once the role and potential contribution of the Working Group is defined a project proposal will be prepared with relevant partners and submitted to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT) for funding.


Decision 3 – Environmental Education for Sustainable Development

14. The XX meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean (28-31 March 2016, Cartagena, Colombia) adopted Decision 3 on Environmental Education for Sustainable Development. The Decision contains ten substantive paragraphs, one of which, in turn, covers thirteen actions.
15. Twenty months after the adoption of the Decision, it is estimated that it has an implementation of 85%, with the expectation of achieving 90%-100% of its execution within the term of its 2016-2018 Work Plan.

Progress: implemented activities and results
16. Since its adoption and following up on its operative paragraph, in May 2016 after consensus with the members of the Environmental Training Network, UN Environment adopted the 2016-2018[footnoteRef:1] Work Plan. The activities of the Work Plan follow the guidelines of the operative paragraphs of the Decision and have been grouped in the following areas: [1:  See Work Plan 2016-2018 de la Red de Formación Ambiental: http://www.pnuma.org/educamb/documentos/Final_plan_de_trabajo_de_la_RFA-ALC_2014-2016.pdf] 

a. capacity building and research; 
b. coordination with universities;
c. coordination with other initiatives and non-traditional sectors (private sector, 
d. multilateral environmental agreements Secretariats;
e. exchange of experiences and South-South cooperation;
f. financing.

a. Capacity building and research
Systematization of environmental education experiences in Latin America with an integrated approach
17. The document "Systematization of new experiences on environmental education with an integrated approach in Latin America" was finalized, published, and disseminated digitally since May 2017. The document compiles 24 experiences, from 13 countries, which have been used as an initial sample to conduct an analysis of the situation of environmental education with a comprehensive approach in the region.
18. The document reveals aspects of this process, based on a set of initial reflections on the conceptual framework of this integrated approach in environmental education processes, accompanied by a methodological proposal to systematize this field. It has been disseminated on numerous occasions due to the amount of experiences comprised, including environmental education in multiple dimensions.
Indicators for environmental education in Latin America
19. A proposal was made on indicators for environmental education in Latin America. This proposal reviews the global and regional processes on indicators for environmental education in connection with education for sustainable development (particularly within the framework of sustainable development  goal 4 (Quality education) and its target 7 (Education for development).The document also includes a comparative analysis of national indicators vs. regional and global objectives, and incorporates a proposal of 14 indicators related to global, regional and national priorities and objectives, which was presented to the focal points of the Environmental Training Network for consideration. The proposal has been submitted to the focal points of the Environmental Training Network for consideration.
Multilateral Development Banks and Multilateral Environmental Agreements: in search for potential financing for the Environmental Training Network
20.   In follow-up to paragraphs 6 and 7 of Decision 3, research was conducted to address the mobilization of funds with the objective of identifying opportunities for cooperation between the Environmental Training Network and the Secretariats of the main multilateral environmental agreements related to environmental education. For multilateral development banks, the analysis focused on the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB); the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF) and the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB). The final version of the document was circulated to the members of the Network in digital form in May 2017.  

b. Coordination with universities
UN Environment and the Alliance of Ibero-American Networks of Universities for Sustainability and Environment (ARIUSA)
21. The cooperation between UN Environment and ARIUSA was renewed on 9 May 2016 through a memorandum of understanding. On 20 September 2016, UN Environment and the Office for Latin America and the Caribbean and the University of Applied and Environmental Sciences (UDCA) signed a small-scale funding agreement with the purpose of consolidating, strengthening and clearly defining their cooperation.
22. Likewise, there was collaboration for the organization of the Second Latin American Forum of Universities for the Environment and Sustainability under the coordination of ARIUSA that took place in the city of Santa Marta, Colombia on 19 to 21 October 2017.
23. One of the results of this cooperation is that it has encouraged the Ministries of Environment to boost the implementation of public policies to promote sustainability in higher education institutions. This has been the case in Peru (National Superintendence of University Higher Education), Colombia (Colombian Network of Environmental Training) and Panama (Environment Commission of the Council of Deans of Panama and the Network of Panamanian Universities for Sustainable Development).
The Environmental Training Network and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
24. The Environmental Education and Training Unit of UN Environment headquarters, together with ARIUSA, held a workshop at UNESCO's Week for Peace and Sustainable Development: The Role of Education (6-10 March Ottawa, Canada). The workshop focused on the work on sustainability indicators of Latin American universities, based on the report "Design of indicators for the evaluation and incorporation of sustainability policies in Latin American Universities" (ARIUSA, RISU project - Sustainability Indicators Network of Universities, 2014). The results of this report and the national diagnoses were also widely disseminated through the UN Environment home page[footnoteRef:2]. [2: https://formacionambientalpnuma.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/reporte_experiencias_2017.pdf] 


c. Coordination with other initiatives and non-traditional sectors (private sector, multilateral environmental agreement secretariats) 
25. UN Environment participated in the 6th National Meeting and 1st Latin American Round of Environmental Education for Sustainable Human Development, RENEA 10[footnoteRef:3] (22-24 September 2016, Las Piedras, Uruguay). Informative meetings and work with the team of the Environmental Education and Citizen Participation Division of the Ministry of Environment of Chile[footnoteRef:4] (28 September 2016). There was also participation in the Regional Meeting of Ministers of Education of Latin America and the Caribbean: E2030, Education and Skills for the 21st Century (24 and 25 January 2017, Buenos Aires, Argentina). All of these activities with the objective of exploring new alliances for the Network and publicize the scope of action as well as opportunities for collaboration. [3:  http://www.reduambiental.edu.uy/2016/09/declaratoria-final-6to-encuentro-nacional-renea-10/]  [4:  http://educacion.mma.gob.cl/encargada-de-la-red-de-formacion-ambiental-del-pnuma-visito-ministerio-del-medio-ambiente/] 


d. Exchange of experiences and South-South Cooperation
26. The exchange of experiences and South-South cooperation are a central axis of the Environmental Training Network. The Network operates as a community of practice for directors of environmental education units of the ministries of environment to strengthen specialized knowledge, mutual learning, exchange of experiences and environmental education practices through face-to-face and virtual meetings.
27. During the period that is being reported on, the Coordination of the Training Network convened four virtual meetings (16 December 2016, 17 February 2017, 8 September 2017, 25 June 2018) to present, discuss, evaluate, and approve the different activities programmed among the members in the Work Plan. Regarding the face-to-face meetings, the following have taken place with the members of the Network:
· International Forum of Biodiversity and Protected Area Corridors (4 – 6 April 2016, Asunción, Paraguay).
· Meeting of the Environmental Training Network from 9 to 12 May 2017 in Brasilia, Brazil, together with the V Formative Encounter of Environmental Education in Water Management of Brazil. Under the coordination and financing of Brazil, through the Ministry of Environment (Directorate of Environmental Education) and the National Water Authority.
· Meeting of Focal Points of the Environmental Training Network from 7-9 August 2018 in Montevideo, Uruguay. The meeting was coordinated and financed through the Ministry of Housing, Land Management and Environment of Uruguay.
28. As an additional mechanism for the exchange of information and experiences, the Network has a Facebook page[footnoteRef:5]  that is updated regularly, as well as an internal communication group through the WhatsApp cell phone application. [5: https://www.facebook.com/RFALAC ] 


e. Financing
29. Since the establishment of the fund in 1989, the 19 countries contributing to the Trust Fund of the Network are divided into 3 groups: Group I comprised by countries that contribute US$ 20,000 per year; Group II comprised by countries that contribute US$ 10,000 per year and Group III comprised by countries that contribute US$ 5,000 per year. 
30. The governments that have contributed to the fund during 2016 include Chile, Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, and the Dominican Republic. It is also important to recognize the contributions made in 2017 by Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic Guatemala, Panama, and Peru. All countries of Latin America and the Caribbean are invited to make their annual contribution to the Environmental Training Network Trust Fund for Latin America and the Caribbean, to strengthen the development of environmental education in the region.

The amount available in the trust fund as of August 16, 2018 is: USD 18,404.40.
31. The meeting of focal points of the Environmental Training Network took place in Montevideo, Uruguay from 7 to 9 August 2018. There was participation from UN Environment and fourteen directors of ministries of environment of the region. During the meeting, four work groups were established. Future activities of the Network will follow from these groups to ensure the strengthening of ministries of environment on education. 
32. Another product of the meeting was the preparation of recommendations for action of the Network[footnoteRef:6]. One of the recommendations is to establish intersectoral and inter-institutional alliances to obtain support and greater collaboration from different areas of social, economic, and cultural life, to ensure a better impact of training in development processes and environmental sustainability. [6:  Available in Reference documents https://bit.ly/2vRlPHS] 


Future Activities
33. Following-up on the 2016-2017 Work Plan of the Environmental Training Network, the activities expected in the coming months include, among others, the following:
a. Training and research: An alliance was established with the Community of Practice[footnoteRef:7] implemented through the regional project REGATTA[footnoteRef:8]. This community aims at strengthening the capacities of countries in the formulation and implementation of National Plans for adaptation to climate change through virtual seminars focused on current issues relevant to the processes of adaptation in the region. The following training webinars to be implemented until 27 September have been defined: [7:  http://comunidadpnacc.com/es ]  [8:  http://www.cambioclimatico-regatta.org/index.php/es/] 

• Education, climate change and the right to sustainable development. Date: week of 23 August.
• Adaptation to climate change, sustainable lifestyles, and the role of non-formal education. Date: week of 13 September.
• Adaptation to climate change and solutions for disaster risk through education. Date: week of 27 September.
b. Collaboration with universities: The implementation of the small-scale financing agreement signed between the UN Environment and the University of Applied and Environmental Sciences (U.D.C.A.) will be continued within the framework of the collaboration areas together with ARIUSA.
c. Collaboration with other initiatives and non-traditional sectors (private sector, multilateral environmental agreement secretariats): Follow up will be done with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF) in February and March 2017.


Decision 4 - Environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

34. In order to "promote the application of comprehensive and holistic approaches to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda", UN Environment has implemented the project "Integrated approach for environmental sustainability in development planning" which aims to support countries to address the challenges of sustainable development by addressing its 3 dimensions in a balanced way.
35. The pilot country in the region was Costa Rica, where a process was carried out to identify: good practices, contributions from the Inter-Institutional Sector of Environment, Seas and Land Development to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and integrated public action priorities. The results of this process which was led by the Ministries of Environment and Energy and Planning in compiled in the publication “The Environmental Dimension in Sustainable Development Planning in Costa Rica: The Application of an Integrated Approach for the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)” [footnoteRef:9]. Also, in Guyana, the Guyana Green State Development Strategy project is currently underway, which is aligned with the SDGs, and will be used to guide the implementation of the SDGs in the country. [9:  Document available in the following  link English ] 

36. With the support of the Government of Brazil, a regional pilot of this project has also been implemented, where experiences that have already applied an integrated approach have been identified. With the participation of the 33 countries of the region, more than a hundred initiatives were identified, out of which 28 from 21 countries were selected to be systematized and analysed. All of this is reflected in the publication titled "Sustainable Development in Practice: The Application of an Integrated Approach in Latin America and the Caribbean[footnoteRef:10]”. [10:  Document available in the following links English, Spanish and Portuguese] 

37. Following up on the decision related to "Promoting international and regional cooperation", a regional symposium was organized (Brasilia, 4-5 October 2016), with the participation of representatives of government, civil society, academia and the private sector in 21 countries. Progress and challenges were discussed, concrete experiences were presented, and practical elements, tools and cooperation areas were identified for the implementation of the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda. 
38. Also, to "Promote peer learning through the exchange of good practices, experiences and lessons learned", an exchange of experiences was also conducted (Medellin, June 20-22, 2017) with the participation of representatives of the governments of Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica and Mexico, private sector, civil society and international organizations. The aim was to define synergies in the implementation of SDG 1 On the fight against poverty, and SDG 15 on Life on land. In this regard, a project proposal is being advanced to strengthen socially inclusive environmental compensation mechanisms through ecosystems-based adaptation.
39. Following the need to "provide political guidance", a note presenting concrete recommendations and available tools has been prepared. This information was shared in a side event of the Integration Segment of the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations[footnoteRef:11] (ECOSOC, New York, May 8, 2017) as a contribution to the main theme that addressed the eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions. [11:  https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/integration/2017/une-170427-side-event-ecosoc-integration-segment-cn-summary.pdf] 

40. Finally, two analysis were carried out that support the identification of regional gaps, emerging challenges and common objectives to implement the environmental dimension in the Sustainable Development Goals and their respective targets.
41. The first explores the trends in institutional arrangements and legal instruments that support the integration of the environmental dimension of sustainable development. It analyses the structures of the environmental authorities and the new mechanisms for the coordination of the 2030 Agenda. The publication is titled "Environmental governance for an integrated approach to sustainable development in practice: institutional developments and good practices in Latin America and the Caribbean that strengthen the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda ".
42. The second is the result of the review of 14 Voluntary Reports on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda presented by countries of the region in 2016 and 2017. The analysis focuses on the inclusion of an integrated approach to sustainable development in these reports and, specifically, how this has influenced the consideration of the environmental dimension of the SDGs. The document is titled "The Integrated Approach and the Environmental Dimension in the 2030 Agenda - National Voluntary Reports of Latin America and the Caribbean (2016-2017)[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/25644/dimension_ambiental_agenda2030.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y] 

Linkage with the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development
43. The Forum of the Countries of Latin America and the Caribbean on Sustainable Development was created at the thirty-sixth session of ECLAC (Mexico City, May 2016) as a regional mechanism for monitoring and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development. The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations endorsed the creation of the Forum through Resolution 2016/12.
44. In accordance with Decision 4 of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers, the Resolution creating the Forum invites other relevant intergovernmental regional mechanisms to provide inputs and contributions, within the scope of their current mandates.
45. The Forum held its first meeting in Mexico City (2017) and the second in Santiago de Chile (2018). In both, the Chair of the Forum of Ministers of Environment was represented, and shared reports. Likewise, UN Environment supported joint presentations of the United Nations system, contributed to the preparation of the Secretariat's Annual Progress Report, and participated in the deliberations on the environmental dimension of sustainable development. 
Linkages with the United Nations Environment Assembly
46. The Forum of Ministers of Environment has been linked to the United Nations Environment Assemblies. At the Assemblies in May 2016 and December 2017, the Forum of Ministers of Environment, shared its vision on the environmental challenges of the region, as well as the progress made in integrating the environmental dimension to sustainable development. This contributed to the messages that the Assembly transmits to the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, supporting the global process of monitoring and review of the 2030 Agenda.
47. The Second United Nations Assembly on Environment adopted Resolution 2/2 "The Role and Functions of the Regional Forums of Ministers of the Environment and Environmental Authorities", which recalled Resolution 10/V of the Governing Council in 1982, which recommended the Governments of Latin America and the Caribbean to hold periodic  intergovernmental meetings on the environment in order to establish policies and a regional strategy, and asked UN Environment to support the Permanent Secretariat, through its Regional office.
48. It also welcomed the progress of the regional forums of ministers of environment, recognizing that they are important for the preparation and follow-up of the sessions of the United Nations Environment Assembly. For this reason, progress has been made in the temporary synchronization of both processes, so that the regional Forums can always serve as a preliminary space for discussion and regional positioning for the countries.
49. The Third UN Environment Assembly delved into the role of this mechanism in relation to the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda both in Resolution 3 on contributions of the United Nations Environment Assembly to the High-Level Political Forum on sustainable development[footnoteRef:13] and Resolution 5 on Investing in innovative environmental solutions for accelerating the implementation of the SDGs[footnoteRef:14].  [13:  https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/uploads/k1800180.english.pdf]  [14:  https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/uploads/k1800192.english.pdf] 

Recommendations to continue implementing this decision: 
50. Some of the most important recommendations include the need to: 
a) Include environmental authorities from the highest political level in the established institutional arrangements, to coordinate and follow up on the 2030 Agenda; 
b) Make an additional effort to integrate environmental sustainability in all areas of national agendas: sectoral, subnational, and local;
c) Strengthen the environmental dimension in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the national and subnational level ("locate" the SDGs) and reflect it in the Voluntary Reports in a practical and not only theoretical manner;
d) Consider the efforts that countries are making for the implementation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements and their contributions to specific targets of the SDGs;
e) Report the degree of overlap of national development plans with the 2030 Agenda, to show road maps that define the changes needed for a real transition to sustainable development including synergies with decarbonization, detoxification and climate resilience and ecosystems;
 f) Ensure the production, management and availability of environmental information for comprehensive and integrated decision making on sustainable development. 
g) Report efforts at the regional level with the implementation of the Decisions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment and the Latin American Initiative for Sustainable Development and use these areas and other regional forums to strengthen the environmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda, both in its implementation and monitoring. 

Future activities
51. To link the strengthening of statistical capacities in environmental indicators of the ILAC and the 2030 Agenda with the efforts for incidence in public policy to strengthen the environmental dimension of the SDGs  
52.  On behalf of UN Environment, concrete work is planned in Colombia and Guyana during 2018. The identification of specific needs is necessary for technical assistance in other countries to make progress with its implementation. 
53.  It is also planned to continue coordinating efforts with the United Nations country teams to continue responding to specific demands of the countries of the region, for example, to continue supporting the preparation of National Voluntary Reports.
54. Continue disseminating good practices and tools to strengthen the environmental dimension of SDGs, including those already developed by the countries of the region, and integrating experiences such as the Poverty and Environment Initiative.	


Decision 5 - Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration -Access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters

55. In Decision 5, the Twentieth Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment  took note of the progress at the national level in strengthening the rights enshrined in Principle 10, the pending challenges for its implementation, as well as the particular conditions of each country, and the process of the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, in particular the formation and functioning of an Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee whose technical Secretariat is ECLAC.
56. In this context, it was decided: 1) To reaffirm the commitment to work towards achieving the full implementation in Latin America and the Caribbean of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development., And 2) To continue efforts to strengthen regional dialogue and cooperation, technical assistance and capacity-building, in support of the construction and implementation of its own regional agenda on access rights, considering progress made and existing instruments, experiences and practices in the matter since the creation of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, including the ongoing intergovernmental negotiation process involving the countries of the region that have adhered to the Declaration A/CONF. 216/13 on the application of Principle 10.
57. In May 2016, the United Nations Environment Assembly adopted Resolution 2/25 "Application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development in the Latin American and Caribbean Region" and took note of the progress made in the Latin American and Caribbean region to favour the a regional agreement on access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters, enshrined in Principle 10 of the Declaration of Rio de 1992, with the support of ECLAC as technical secretariat.
58. UN Environment developed and presented the implementation guide titled "Putting Rio Principle 10 into Action[footnoteRef:15]" (October 2015), and organized the High Level Conferences on Access to Environmental Rights and Justice for Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, with the participation of judges of supreme courts of countries of the region, and support for the Regional Observatory for Principle 10, an initiative hosted by ECLAC to contribute to better knowledge, dissemination and implementation of the rights of access to information, public participation and access to justice in environmental matters. [15:  Available in the following link: http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/11201/UNEP%20MGSB-SGBS%20BALI%20GUIDELINES%20-%20English.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y ] 

59. In March 2018, UN Environment launched the Initiative on Environmental Rights, with the general objective of "providing the population with closer access to environmental protection by providing assistance to the State and other stakeholders, to promote, protect and respect environmental rights ". The specific objectives are: to promote awareness and raise awareness about environmental rights and existing violations, including alerts about the situation of vulnerability faced by environmental defenders.
60. After nine rounds of negotiations, the Negotiating Committee approved the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, in Escazú, Costa Rica, 4 March 2018
61. The Escazú Agreement will be opened for signature to the 33 countries of the region on 27 September 2018, at the United Nations headquarters in New York, coinciding with the opening of the annual UN General Assembly. At that point it will be subject to the ratification of the countries that have signed it. To enter into force, it will require 11 Member States. During the High-Level Political Forum of the United Nations, a side event was held to disseminate the Agreement and promote its signature.


[bookmark: _Hlk523834554]Decision 6 –Sustainable Consumption and Production

10YFP and Regional Strategy for Sustainable Consumption and Production
62. The countries of the region have maintained their constant commitment and work towards the preparation and implementation of policies and initiatives to promote sustainable consumption and production patterns. With this, they have made progress in the implementation of the Regional Sustainable Consumption and Production Strategy and its Action Plan, which are framed in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and aligned with the achievement of the SDGs. They have also actively contributed to the implementation of the Ten-Year Framework of Programs on Sustainable Consumption and Production (10YFP), including the participation in the survey on SDG 12.1.1, and the mid-term report on 10YFP, which were incorporated in the 10YFP report to the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development in New York (July 2018).
63. Some countries, such as Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Jamaica and Mexico, included actions implemented in the framework of SDG 12 in their Voluntary Progress Reports of the SDGs, which were presented at the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.
64. Over the past few years, countries have launched and/or made progress in the implementation of National Strategies for Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) (i.e. Costa Rica, and Honduras), the implementation of projects in the areas of sustainable public procurement (i.e. Argentina, Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Peru), eco-innovation (Colombia, and Peru), eco-labelling (Chile, Costa Rica, Mexico, and Peru), and environmental education and sustainable lifestyles (Barbados, Brazil, and Colombia), among others. There have been more than 8 regional meetings, workshops and conferences with the objective of strengthening the capacity of the countries to advance in the implementation of their national consumption and sustainable production agendas.
65. In June 2017, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and UN Environment, with the support of the Governments of Costa Rica and Honduras, organized the International Workshop on "Opportunities and Challenges of the Sustainable Agri-Food Systems in Latin America[footnoteRef:16] ". Technical experts defined technical and policy recommendations on priority issues for the region, such as: i) food waste and loss, ii) sustainable agriculture adapted to climate, iii) inclusive markets and iv) financial mechanisms. [16:  Report of this workshop is available in Reference Documents https://bit.ly/2vRlPHS ] 

66. Through the project "Supporting developing countries to generate sustainable consumption and production services at the country level", financed by the United Nations Development Account (UNDA), the Government of Colombia was supported in its efforts to reduce food waste particularly, through the identification of good practices in the reduction of food waste in the gastronomic sector of Bogotá. In addition, Honduras received support in the development of its Strategic Framework for Sustainable Consumption and Production, which was launched in April 2018.
67. The role of the SCP focal points has been of vital importance for the advancement of SCP policies, project development and the identification of synergies and cooperation with other ministries, sectors and initiatives at national, regional and global levels. It is necessary to continue strengthening the focal points and provide them with greater political support.
Eco-innovation and Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
68. Several countries have developed initiatives and programs to promote eco-innovation and support for SMEs. For example, Colombia and Peru developed a strategic report called "Integration of eco-innovation into national sustainable consumption and production frameworks", established a 5-year policy road map for the implementation of eco-innovation actions, and carried out 10 case studies in SMEs in the chemical sector (5 in Colombia) and metal mechanics (5 in Peru) that indicate the economic, environmental and social benefits of eco-innovation.
69. Capacity building has been provided and the adoption of eco-innovation and resource efficiency tools in SMEs in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and the Dominican Republic promoted.
Sustainable public procurement
70. Between 2014 and 2018, with the financial support of the European Commission, UN Environment implemented, the project titled "Stimulating the supply and demand of sustainable goods and services through sustainable public procurement and Eco-labelling" (SPPEL), providing support to countries in their need to develop and implement policies and action plans for sustainable public procurement.
71. In January 2016, Costa Rica launched the first sustainable public procurement policy in the region. In addition, Argentina, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay, have made progress in the development and implementation of National Action Plans or Strategies for Sustainable Public Procurement, as well as tools that contribute to its implementation. 
72. In May 2018, the Online Regional Platform for the implementation of sustainable public procurement was launched, coordinated by UN Environment in collaboration with the Organization of American States (OAS), which coordinates the Inter-American Network on Government Procurement (RICG for its initials in Spanish).  Likewise, the German Corporation for International Cooperation (GIZ) has collaborated in a project of the Pacific Alliance[footnoteRef:17] on sustainable consumption and production, in which there was a component of sustainable public procurement, to coordinate efforts with the activities carried out by the SPPEL project in Chile, Colombia and Peru. [17:  Latin American trade bloc, formed by Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Peru, which all border the Pacific Ocean] 

Strengthening sustainable consumption and production in climate change actions and cities
73. The New Urban Agenda recognizes the importance of resource efficiency and the need to promote sustainable consumption and production patterns in cities. The countries of the region recognize the above and are taking actions to promote sustainability standards in buildings and constructions, the adoption of sustainable lifestyles in the city, and the integration of resource efficiency within urban planning (using the concept of urban metabolism and circular economy in cities). 
74. The approaches to urban metabolism and circular economy in cities were recognized and presented at various international conferences in Costa Rica, Chile, Ecuador and Panama, including the Habitat III Conference (October 2016) and the Sustainable Development Forum organized by ECLAC (April 2018). 
75. Cities such as Sao Paulo (Brazil), Medellín (Colombia), and Cuzco (Peru) are making progress in the implementation of the "Neighbourhood approach", which aims at demonstrating how local actions can affect the flows of resources in cities in a positive way. Likewise, Bartica (Guyana), advances in the implementation of environmental considerations in its Municipal Development Plan, as well as a study on circular economy opportunities.
76.  Chile and Peru are making efforts to reduce emissions through the development of life cycle analysis policies and tools, that promote the adoption of a sustainable consumption and production approach in strategic sectors. 
Scientific knowledge on the efficient management of resources (International Resource Panel)
77. In November 2017, experts from the region met at the Meeting of the International Resource Panel in Lima, where priority topics for the region such as the governance of the mining sector and the adoption of tools that promote circular economy in different sectors were discussed.
78. Under this topic, Argentina advances in the implementation of the project "Analysis of National Critical Points to support national policy frameworks on evidence-based sustainable consumption and production", with the support of the 10YFP Secretariat and international experts. With the results of this project, the country will define the priority sectors susceptible to a sustainable consumption and production policy. 
Education and capacity building processes
79. Sustainable consumption and production tools have been promoted in several face-to-face and virtual workshops. Worth highlighting is the VII International Conference on Life Cycle Assessment (June, 2017) and the E-learning Course "Approaches and Practical Tools for Sustainable Consumption and Production in Latin America and the Caribbean". The latter, with the participation of more than 60 government representatives and actors from the private sector and civil society. This course was developed by UN Environment and the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR). 
80. Cooperation with the Environmental Training Network was strengthened during the attendance to the meeting of focal points of the Network in Montevideo, Uruguay. The meeting was held from 7 to 9 August 2018. The experiences of the region in terms of SCP and sustainable lifestyles were presented. 
81.  Before September 2018, training workshops on education, sustainable lifestyles and adaptation to climate change will be conducted through an alliance with the Community of Practice on National Plans for Adaptation to Climate Change from the Regional Gateway for Technology Transfer and Action on Climate Change in Latin America and the Caribbean (REGATTA) project. 
Participation in the productive and services sector
82. Work with the business sector has been strengthened thanks to an alliance with the Waste and Resources Action Program (WRAP), the Travel Foundation, and the Technical University of Denmark (DTU), in collaboration with the Hotel Associations in the Dominican Republic and Saint Lucia. A project is also being developed to analyse the value chains of tourism, prepare policy recommendations and develop concrete action plans to help reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the value chains of the tourism sector of both countries.
South-South Cooperation
83. In April 2017 a Conference on Sustainable Consumption and Production in Brazil took place, bringing together 200 government officials, representatives of regional institutions, development agencies, civil society and the business sector of the Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean regions. Some of the most outstanding recommendations are: i) the creation of a "financial advisory group" to provide support to the resource mobilization efforts of the 10YFP and its programs; ii) encourage development banks to establish lines of credit to finance projects of sustainable consumption and production;  and iii) foster south-south cooperation exchanges for the transfer of knowledge and technology. 
84.  In August 2017, within the framework of the development of the Sustainable Consumption and Production National Plan of Honduras, an exchange of experiences was conducted among government officials from Brazil, Chile and Honduras. The event served to achieve a high level of political commitment that accelerated the process of developing the Plan.
85. In June 2018, representatives of the Government of Brazil and Guyana met to exchange experiences on integrated and sustainable urban planning. 
86. Responding to the Ministerial Agreement 21 of Integrated Management on the Sustainable Consumption and Production of Ecuador, which establishes that specific guidelines for the financial sector should be implemented in the country, a process of discussions with the UN Environment Financial Initiative was initiated to explore similar promotion mechanisms in the national plans. 
Sustainable Consumption and Production Indicators
87. In August 2016, the Regional Meeting of Experts on Sustainable Consumption and Production indicators[footnoteRef:18] was held in Panama City, Panama, with the participation of government representatives from 18 countries in the region. During the meeting the participants discussed the alignment of the indicators of the Latin American and Caribbean Initiative for Sustainable Development with the goals and indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals. As a result, 43 indicators were reviewed, out of which 16 were prioritized. [18:  Report of this meeting is available in Reference Documents https://bit.ly/2vRlPHS] 





Decision 7 Regional Platform on Climate Change

88. Decision 7 of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean held in 2016, regarding the Regional Platform for Climate Change aims to promote South-South cooperation and space for exchange on climate change in three main areas of intervention: (i) political dialogue, (ii) climate action (including adaptation and mitigation), and (iii) financing and other means of implementation.
89. The last Intersessional Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean reached a consensus to seize the opportunity represented by the existence of regional platforms on climate change, that already has funding and a work-history in climate change - specifically the Regional Gateway for Technology Transfer and Climate Change Action for Latin America and the Caribbean (Regatta) and Euroclima initiatives in the implementation of the work plan of this platform.
90. Since the last meeting of the Forum of Ministers in Cartagena, the Regatta Platform made available its equipment and resources to the Regional Platform for Climate Change, in order to carry out actions to reinforce capacities and technical assistance within the framework of the objectives of Forum’s Decision 7. Additionally, UN Environment, through funding facilitated by the European Union’s Euroclima+ initiative, has carried out activities in contribution to the work plan of the Platform during this reporting period.

Adaptation to Climate Change 
Support to National Adaptation Plans (Regatta)
91. In this field, technical assistance for access to climate finance to five countries was offered, as well as both face-to-face and online trainings and spaces for the exchange of experiences, to more than 800 specialists and officials:
a. Access to financing: technical assistance was provided to five countries in the region to obtain access to the Green Climate Fund financing, through its Readiness program. The technical assistance was directed to support countries in the preparation of their National Adaptation Plans and strengthening their national and sectoral planning frameworks for the adaptation (Regatta). Regatta, together with the United Nations Framework Convention on Change Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the joint UNDP - UN Environment National Adaptation Plans Global Support Program (NAP-GSP), is currently coordinating the Regional Exhibition on National Adaptation Plans (NAP Expo) for Latin America, and the Training Workshop on Innovation in the National Adaptation Plans, which would take place tentatively on the 22nd and 23rd of October, and 24th, 25th and 26th October, 2018 respectively.
b. Online community of practice: Regatta currently has three online communities of practice, aimed at creating and strengthening technical skills for the adaptation planning. The community to support the elaboration and implementation of the National Adaptation Plans (NAP Community) is a community that aims at supporting the NAP process of the 33 countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. Currently, this Community has 140 active members, of which half are government officials who work directly in their National Adaptation Plans. Through its activities online, more than 700 people, including government officials and members of NGOs, the private and the academic sector, have participated and been trained in a wide range of topics related to adaptation planning.  Additionally, the NAP community has developed a synergy with the Network of Environmental Training for Latin America and the Caribbean, developed under the Decision 3 on Environmental Education for Sustainable Development, for the cooperation between the directors of the Education units of the Ministries of Environment. To achieve this, a virtual module of three seminars on education and adaptation to climate change is currently been developed, which will be implemented between August and September 2018.
c. Learning exchanges on tools for adaptation: With the support of the Global Adaptation Network (GAN) and the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN), Regatta implemented in 2017 two experiences of South-South Cooperation aimed at promoting the exchange of knowledge, lessons learned and good practices in adaptation in America Latina. Government organizations, NGOs and members of the civil sector from Mexico and Chile participated; Colombia and Honduras exchanged on good practices and lessons learned about climate governance, innovative methodologies of analysis of vulnerability and participatory processes between Mexico and Chile, as well as experiences in the use of ecosystems based adaptation measures at the community level, technology transfer and implementation of good practices agricultural crops adapted to the climate between Colombia and Honduras.
Other online communities of practice
92. In addition to the community to support the preparation and implementation of the National Adaptation Plans (NAP Community, Comunidad PNACC in Spanish), Regatta has two other communities of practice: Ecosystem based Adaptation (EbA Community) and Climate Change and Health (CoPSaCC for its initials in Spanish). On the one hand, the EbA community currently has more than 3,000 members and has expanded to other regions, including Africa and Asia, and has implemented 18 thematic modules on Ecosystem based Adaptation and collaborated with other key institutions in the region, including GIZ and CREHO. Currently, the elaboration of three publications on experiences and good practices of the Ecosystem based Adaptation approach in the region is in its final phase and will be completed before the end of the year. On the other hand, the Community of Climate Change and Health has implemented four webinars, which have involved more than 1,500 people from all sectors mainly government and academy.


Support for the implementation of the Strategic Agenda for Adaptation to Climate Change of the Andean Mountain Initiative
93. This agenda, facilitated by UN Environment through the Euroclima + initiative and the support of the Andean Eco-Region Consortium (CONDESAN for its initials in Spanish), was created by the 7 Andean countries (Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Bolivia, Argentina). At the request of mountain focal points of the Andean countries, an evaluation of the possibilities to access climate finance is planned, as well as the support for the development of a funding proposal for Ecosystem based Adaptation activities in the hydric sector in mountain systems. Likewise, the policy dialogue will be promoted through the support of the Initiative’s Annual Meeting.
Climate Change Mitigation
94. The online community of practice: MOVE[footnoteRef:19] - part of Regatta - provides training for Government official technicians (Ministries of Environment, Transport, Energy, Municipalities and Academy) through monthly virtual days, in different subjects relevant to electric mobility, with the collaboration of the Mario Molina Centre Chile and the Technological Institute of Buenos Aires. More than 500 people have participated in these formations. In May 2017, the “First International Conference on Electromobility and Public Transport” was launched in Chile, together with the Mario Molina Centre and Euroclima+. Representatives from 15 countries of the region participated in the conference. [19:  Online platform that promotes transition towards electric mobility in Latin America] 

95. In terms of technical assistance, MOVE has developed a “Practical Guide for the Elaboration of National Strategies for Electric Mobility”. Currently it is supporting Colombia (through Regatta), Argentina and Panama (through Euroclima+) in the elaboration of their national electric mobility strategies and has given technical comments for the development of the Chilean strategy. In addition, it is currently assisting the governments of Chile (through Euroclima+) and Costa Rica in the creation of conditions for the commercial scaling of electrical buses in their capitals.
Means of implementation
96. Regarding means of implementation through the Regatta initiative, UN Environment, together with the DTU Alliance, has facilitated the creation of a Latin America and the Caribbean Climate Transparency Centre, to support the implementation of the Paris Agreement and reinforce the transparency framework in the region. This virtual centre supports the governments of the region in strengthening their capacities in term of monitoring, reporting and verifying (MRV) of their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC). In addition, the centre generates an ideal opportunity to find joint and integrated action points at the regional level in matters of climate transparency. Through the centre, two regional workshops were conducted with the participation of 14 countries, and generated financing initiatives for transparency in 8 countries of the region.


Strategic opportunities for the future
97. The Intersessional Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of 2017 agreed to take advantage of the Regatta and Euroclima initiatives on climate change in the implementation of the work plan of the Regional Platform for Climate Change. In order to continue providing effectiveness to the Decision 7 of the Forum of Ministers, there is an opportunity to further deepen the role of the Regional Platform for Climate Change to align the work of other regional initiatives in this area, in order to create synergies and increase impacts, and to facilitate compliance with the decisions of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean.
98. Both the Regatta and Euroclima + initiatives have demonstrated during this period how to contribute to the fulfilment of the decisions of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment. The fact that the Secretariat of the Climate Change Platform - which falls under the UN Environment mandate - manages activities in both initiatives facilitated this coordination. The important advances made in this period suggest that a reinforced collaboration with the climate change platforms Euroclima + and Regatta would contribute to the Sustainability of the Regional Platform and the Decision 7, as they can support Practically and financially the implementation of the work plans of the Platform. Looking ahead, it would be possible to further deepen this South-South cooperation, as well as using the Regional Platform for Climate Change to align actions of cooperation and further deepen the regional collaboration on climate change.


[bookmark: _Hlk523834676]Decision 8 –Chemicals and waste

99. Decision 8 on Chemical and waste has a number of sections Regional Cooperation/Intergovernmental Network, Strategic Approach for Integrated Management of Chemicals, Basel Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, Mercury and Lead, and Waste.  Below is a is a summary of their implementation.

Regional Cooperation / Intergovernmental Network
100.  In accordance with the Terms of Reference adopted by Decision 8, the Intergovernmental Network of Chemicals and Waste will be comprised by the focal points nominated by the governments of the region, and will also have a Steering Committee comprised by two members from each of the sub-regions of Latin America and the Caribbean (Mesoamerica, Caribbean, Andes and Southern Cone).
101. At the beginning of June 2016, UN Environment sent a note to the governments of the region, inviting them to designate their respective focal points for the Network, as well as to express their interest to be part of the Steering Committee. To date, nominations of focal points have been received from 28 governments of the region.
102. Based on expressions of interest received and agreements among sub-regions, the Steering Committee was formed in August 2016 as follows: Mesoamerica: Costa Rica, Mexico; Caribbean: Jamaica (Vice-presidency), Dominican Republic; Andes: Colombia, Peru; Southern Cone: Brazil (Presidency), Uruguay. Since its establishment, the Steering Committee has met on ten occasions, nine sessions by teleconference, and one face-to-face meeting, which took place in Panama, on 15-17 November 2016.
103. During the aforementioned face-to-face meeting, the Steering Committee, agreed on the Rules of Operation of the Network in accordance with the mandate of the Forum of Ministers, which establishes how the network will be organized, the modalities of participation of governmental and non-governmental stakeholders, the role of the Steering Committee and the Secretariat, etc. This document was shared with all the focal points of the Network.
104. The process of developing the Regional Action Plan was also established, as well as its potential elements and scope, taking into account the priorities and initiatives on chemicals and wastes at the regional and international levels. It was agreed to set up the working group, formed by the members of the Steering Committee and representatives of the regional centres of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, who have developed the Action Plan for Regional Cooperation on chemicals and waste management 2019-2020 during this period. The plan is the result of a participatory process that has included a set of virtual and face-to-face meetings, with the support and in consultation with all the focal points, to whom the draft document was shared for consultations during the month of June 2018.
105. The Plan summarizes the regional situation and trends in the management of chemicals and waste and proposes 33 specific regional cooperation actions in the different areas[footnoteRef:20]. The Group made an important effort to reach a consensus on a limited number of actions, reflecting both the priority cooperation actions, and the feasibility to be implemented in a period of two years. In order to reflect the needs of the region, the results of the survey on the priority areas of cooperation have been particularly taken into account, as a result of the consultation that was carried out with all the countries in 2017, which resulted in the Report  of Priority Issues  on the management of chemical substances and waste for Latin America and the Caribbean and potential cooperation areas for 2017-2018[footnoteRef:21]. [20:  Including management, coordination mechanisms and international presence, knowledge, information and monitoring, priority topics in the framework of SAICM, Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions; Mercury/Minamata Convention and Lead; waste management  ]  [21:  This report was also edited and included as a reference document for the 2nd meeting of the intersessional process to consider the Strategic Approach and the management of chemicals and waste after 2020] 

106. In order to facilitate the implementation of the activities proposed in the Action Plan, as well as to ensure the operations of the Network, the Steering Committee promoted the development of a Resource Mobilization Strategy for the 2019-2020 biennium, which has also been shared with the focal points. Work is also underway to develop a communication strategy to strengthen the internal and external communication channels of the Network, as well as the adoption of a visual identity.
107. Decision 8 also called for the development of initial information exchange actions. In this sense, seven webinars have been carried out to date, where the countries of the region have exchanged their experiences in the development of legal frameworks and programs for the sound management of chemicals and waste, including the management of industrial chemicals (Brazil, Colombia, Chile), the application of the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (Mexico), mercury trade (Secretariat of the Minamata Convention), as well as financing mechanisms for the management of chemicals (LIRA Guidance - Uruguay) and projects (Argentina, Brazil - Special Program). These activities have had a high impact and participation, with more than 300 participants from 35 different countries, mainly from government, but with a significant presence of the industrial sector, NGOs, intergovernmental organizations, and other stakeholders. The results of some webinars have also been published as information material including the Report on the regulation of chemicals for industrial use[footnoteRef:22].  [22:  UN Environment (2017). Regulation on chemicals for industrial use. Review of some approaches available in case studies of Latin America and the Caribbean October 2017] 

108. In accordance with Decision 8 and the Rules of Operation of the Network, and in order to promote the participation of other actors, procedures were also put in place so that non-governmental organizations can apply to join the Network, and their incorporation has begun in consultation with the countries. 
Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM)
109.  The 1st Meeting of the Intersessional Process for the consideration of SAICM beyond 2020 took place in Brasilia on 7-9 February 2017. At this meeting, the Latin American and Caribbean Group (GRULAC) highlighted the importance of SAICM and reiterated the interest of the region to participate actively in this process. On January 29-31, 2018, the 5th SAICM regional meeting took place in Panama City and served to work on the region's perspectives on SAICM and the management of chemical products and waste beyond 2020, for consideration during the 2nd meeting of the Intersessional Process (Stockholm, Sweden, 13-15 March 2018). 
110. During this period, three calls for proposals have been made for the Special Program for the Institutional Strengthening of Chemical and Waste Agreements and SAICM. From the region, four projects have been approved in the first two calls (Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Dominican Republic). The third call was closed on June 21, 2018, where several countries in the region submitted new project proposals, currently under review. The next call will take place at the beginning of 2019. 
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions
111. On March 28-30, 2017, the preparatory regional meeting of the Conferences of the Parties of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (meeting held in Geneva from April 24 to May 5, 2017) took place in Sao Paulo. And the Regional Centres of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, together with the Secretariat of the Conventions and other agencies, have organized a range of capacity building activities and workshops during this period. 
Mercury and Lead
112. From April 2016 until now 14 new countries in the region have ratified the Minamata Convention on Mercury[footnoteRef:23], making it a total of 21 ratified countries in the region. Others have already reached ratification at the national level (for example Colombia) or have made significant progress in the process.   [23:  Antigua y Barbuda, Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Jamaica, Paraguay, República Dominicana, San Cristóbal y Nieves, y Surinam] 

113. The Convention entered into force on August 16, 2017, and the first Conference of the Parties (COP1) took place in Geneva, Switzerland, from September 24 to 29, 2017. The GRULAC preparatory meeting for COP1 took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina, July 24-28, 2017. The next regional preparatory meeting for COP2 is scheduled for October 30-31, 2018 in Lima, Peru. 
114. Many countries in the region have completed or advanced in the development of their Minamata Initial Assessments, including the development of inventories of mercury emissions, within the framework of projects financed by the GEF. Some countries have also initiated the development of National Action Plans for the small-scale artisanal gold mining sector. 
115. Different bodies, as well as the regional centres of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, have supported the development of projects and the organization of training activities. For example, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) organized a workshop in Jamaica (October 18-19, 2016) on issues related to the health sector in the Minamata Convention. 
116. In relation to lead, a range of dissemination activities have been carried out, particularly during the International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action, which takes place every year during the month of October. At the end of 2016, a communication to the countries of the Caribbean with information on the elimination of lead in paint was also sent jointly by UN Environment and PAHO. Following-up on this activity, a webinar on lead in paints was organized for the Caribbean countries, on April 7, 2017, coinciding with World Health Day. More recently, the Model Law and Guidance for Regulating Lead in Paint which was published this year in the framework of the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paints has been disseminated to all countries in the region. Many countries in the region are in the process of developing regulation or have already regulated this matter. 
Waste Management
117. In the last two years, work has been done on the development of the regional outlook on waste management in Latin America and the Caribbean. About fifteen countries in the region provided national information on the generation and management of waste, and during the months of May-June 2017 the regional consultation of the draft was made among the focal points and other stakeholders. The document is currently being finalized and is expected to be presented at the next Forum of Ministers in October 2018. 
118. In May 2016, a regional workshop on waste management took place in Montevideo, Uruguay, where several countries and organizations from the region had the opportunity to train and exchange experiences. Within the framework of this event, the University Consortium for the sustainable management of waste in Latin America and the Caribbean was constituted, consisting of 8 universities from 7 countries in the region, which have developed an academic program on integrated waste management, that some universities have already internalized in their curricula.
119. On 4-7 July 2017, a conference on waste management and circular economy in Caribbean countries was held in Kingston, Jamaica, with the support of the Government of the Netherlands. The event served to define a possible regional action plan on waste management in the Caribbean, which is expected to be presented at the 2nd High Level Forum on waste management in the Caribbean, scheduled for October 11-12, 2018 in Kingston, Jamaica. 
120. Three countries in the region (Honduras, Saint Lucia, Uruguay) have developed national and municipal waste management strategies with the support of UN Environment. The organization of a seminar on the management of municipal organic waste in Latin America was also promoted (Sao Paulo, 22-23 November 2017).


Decision 9 - Towards the full implementation of the Regional Plan of Action on Atmospheric Pollution

Progress: implemented activities and results
121. During the past third session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (4-6 December 2017, Nairobi, Kenya), Chile, supported by several countries, promoted the adoption of Resolution 3/8, Preventing and reducing air pollution to improve air quality globally[footnoteRef:24], and in which the Ministers of Environment committed themselves to promoting North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation to promote regional dialogue and coordination in the United Nations system to improve air quality. [24:  https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/uploads/k1800225.spanish.pdf] 

122. Representatives and experts from Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the Dominican Republic and Uruguay took part in the Regional Technical Workshop on Air Quality and Short-lived Climate Pollutants, (21-23 March 2018, Mexico City, Mexico[footnoteRef:25])  where they recognized the importance of establishing a common agenda across issues related to air quality, climate change and health to strengthen the bonds in the region and reinforce management instruments to achieve the objectives related to: [25:  https://www.gob.mx/inecc/documentos/informe-del-taller-de-contaminantes-climaticos-de-vida-corta?idiom=es] 

· The 2030 agenda and the sustainable development goals
· Implementation of the Paris Agreement
· And mitigation of short-lived climate pollutants.
123. It was agreed to give greater emphasis to possible projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants in two strategic sectors for the region: Transport and Residential. It is expected that several countries in the region will advance in common electromobility projects and the use of clean stoves and heaters, with the support of UN Environment and the Pan American Health Organization respectively.
Adhesion of countries of the region to the Climate and Clean Air Coalition
124. Argentina and Panama have officially joined the Climate and Clean Air Coalition. It is expected that Ecuador will soon join this voluntary global initiative for the reduction of short-lived climate pollutants.
Online training
125. UN Environment and the Environmental Protection Agency of the United States Co-organized a webinar on AirNow an air quality monitoring platform that communicates online information on air quality in the United States, (20 February 2018.). The Government of Nuevo Leon in Mexico is part of the governments that have joined the platform This tool has allowed for systematizing and analysing data on air quality and to provide information to the population in real time[footnoteRef:26]. [26:  http://ccacoalition.org/en/resources/air-now-platform-webinar-0] 

126. Another webinar was also held with the participation of the Environmental Protection Agency of the United States, and the World Meteorological Organization on the use of low cost air quality monitoring equipment[footnoteRef:27]. During the webinar the benefits and limitations of the same equipment presented as well as the recommendations for its use. [27:  http://ccacoalition.org/en/resources/low-cost-air-monitoring-devices-webinar ] 

Data and information on emissions of air pollutants
127. The Integrated Regional Assessment on Short-lived Climate Pollutants, prepared by more than 90 authors from the region and from other countries of the world was published and is available online[footnoteRef:28]. The report includes information on emissions, impacts, potential reduction measures and current policies that are implemented in the region to improve air quality and mitigate climate change. [28:  http://ccacoalition.org/en/resources/integrated-assessment-short-lived-climate-pollutants-latin-america-and-caribbean] 

128. With the support of the Climate and Clean Air Coalition, countries in the region are currently working on the development of integrated inventories of greenhouse gas emissions and short-lived climate pollutants using the LEAP-IBC[footnoteRef:29] tool developed by the Stockholm Environmental Institute. A training workshop was held in Panama on the use of the tool from 23 to 27 July, in which representatives from Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the Dominican Republic and Uruguay participated. [29:  The Long-range Energy Alternatives Planning Integrated Benefits Calculator] 


Future activities
129. The following are a list of planned and ongoing activities:
a. Consolidation of integrated inventories of greenhouse gases and short-lived climate pollutants for: Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the Dominican Republic and Uruguay.
b. Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Peru are developing an assessment of their mitigation measures contained in their Nationally Determined Contributions, regarding their impacts on air quality.
c. Promotion of electric mobility projects that allow the improvement of air quality in the cities of the region.
d. Consolidate a fundraising strategy for the execution of projects that improve the management of air quality in cities of the region. 
130. The Steering Committee of the Intergovernmental Network has not met. The structure of the Network needs to be re-evaluated as well as the rotation of the countries that currently have sub-regional representation in said committee: Mexico and El Salvador, Colombia and Ecuador, Brazil and Argentina, Antigua and Barbuda and the Dominican Republic.


[bookmark: _Hlk523837534]Decision 10 – Mainstreaming Biodiversity for Sustainable Development in Harmony with Nature

131. Decision 10 Mainstreaming Biodiversity for Sustainable Development in Harmony with Nature" of the XX Meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean represented an opportunity for the Latin American and Caribbean region to unify the efforts towards the Thirteenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological diversity (CBD) that took place in Mexico, 4-17 December 2016. It also gave support to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011 - 2020 and the Aichi Targets, recognizing that the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity offers the opportunity to contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for the Sustainable Development Goals, to combat hunger, poverty and promote food security and Human health.

Progress: implemented activities and results
132. The Thirteenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity took place in Mexico, 4-17 December 2016. This meeting represented a milestone for the environmental regime focused on biodiversity. Hosted by the Government of Mexico, the Conference of the Parties successfully advanced the concept of the mainstreaming of biodiversity in productive sectors such as agriculture, fisheries, forestry and tourism. In this regard, the importance of biodiversity in the productivity of sectors that have traditionally had a significant impact on the alteration and destruction of vital ecosystems was highlighted. In addition, the importance of mainstreaming biodiversity into the sectors of energy, mining, infrastructure, manufacturing and processing, and health, was recognized with a view to the Fourteenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to be held in Egypt, on 17-29 November 2018.
133. National dialogues on business and biodiversity were conducted in partnership with the Governments of Chile, Uruguay and Panama. These dialogues allow the national productive sectors to establish a common understanding on the importance and value of biodiversity and ecosystems for their operations. In this sense, the dialogues represented an opportunity to advance the understanding of ecosystem services and how they contribute to the productivity of sectors of national importance. Likewise, Regional Dialogues were held in Mesoamerica and the Amazon biome. For Mesoamerica, the dialogue, in cooperation with the Biodiversity Partnership for Mesoamerica, the National Commission for the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity (CONABIO) and the GIZ, allowed the exchange of experiences on how biodiversity and ecosystems foster sustainable business opportunities, including bio-trade, in partnership with the public sector. In the Amazon biome, the Intersectoral Dialogue promoted discussions among productive sectors with the sustainable use of biodiversity in the Amazon biome and its protected areas, identifying best practices, and encouraging their engagement. Therefore, demonstrating the contributions of protected areas towards the Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the Sustainable Development Goals.
134. The National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAP) continue to be an important platform to mainstream biodiversity at the national level. There is an increased understanding of how the sustainable use of biodiversity can drive the creation of new industries, employment opportunities, and boost domestic economic diversification. In this sense, there is an increase in the support of GEF projects for the development and review of NBSAPs in the countries of the region.
135. The development of a Caribbean Biodiversity Strategy, guided by the Caribbean Community Secretariat (CARICOM), the Convention on Biological Diversity and UN Environment, allowed an understanding of the region's priorities, as well as the identification of possible joint actions at the regional and national levels to combat the factors that cause the degradation of ecosystems that are vital for the productivity of the Caribbean region. The strategy is aimed at the island countries within the CARICOM cooperation area, as well as Cuba and the Dominican Republic. There is an effort in the identification and harmonization of the different initiatives, programmes and projects that currently interact in the Caribbean region to ensure an articulation that facilitates the identification of action plans based on cooperation and capacity building to implement the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. The strategy is at the approval phase within the Council of Ministers of CARICOM.
136. UN Environment took the initiative to promote the development of a Regional Cooperation Programme on Biodiversity, based on a process of consultation and interaction with the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. The objective of the regional programme is (i) To strengthen the institutional capacities of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to mainstream considerations on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, in the different productive sectors of the countries, including fishing , agriculture, energy, and others, prioritized according to national peculiarities; (ii) Promote, improve and facilitate the communication and exchange of information between authorities and focal points on biological diversity of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.
137. The Project for the Integration of Protected Areas of the Amazon Biome (IAPA for its initials in Spanish), under the framework of the Amazon Vision Initiative, continued its implementation in the 8 Amazonian countries (Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, French Guiana, Suriname and Venezuela).This project is jointly implemented by FAO, UN Environment, The World Wildlife Fund and the International Union for Conservation of Nature with the financing of the European Union. This project seeks to increase the resilience of protected areas in the biome to climate change in the biome to ensure the livelihoods in local communities and indigenous peoples. This project has managed to mainstream productive sectors in the integrated management of the protected areas of the Amazonian countries, with a vision beyond conservation in which governance is strengthened and work is carried out towards the financial sustainability of these areas.
138. Within the framework of the IAPA Project, UN Environment carried out the Dialogue on the Integration of Sustainable Development Goals in the Amazon Biome, focusing on how the tourism sector in protected areas can contribute to the implementation of the SDGs and other environment goals, integrating considerations of biodiversity and environmental sustainability. As a result of the meeting, guidelines for sustainable tourism of Amazonian protected areas were developed. 
139. The Nagoya Protocol of the CBD on participation and access and benefit sharing of genetic resources derived from biological diversity continues to be an opportunity for the Latin American and Caribbean region to develop national and sub-regional technical and research capacities promoting access to genetic resources and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits derived from their use. In this regard, progress is being made with the support of GEF projects towards the development of legal frameworks that allow countries to regulate and monitor the extraction of genetic resources, ensuring participation in the distribution of benefits. 
140. The GEF Biosecurity Panama project has carried out important activities for the implementation of the Cartagena Protocol of the Convention on Biological Diversity during this period. The main advances are focused on review and update of the legal framework on Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs), creation of capacities in analysis and management of GMO risks and informative communication on GMOs. The project was socialized with other signatory countries of the Cartagena Protocol at the meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), in Montreal, Canada.
141. The Strengthening the Caribbean Biological Corridor project supported by the European Union, has also continued implementation during this period. The objective of this project is to build a strong and sustained collective institutionalized regional approach to conservation, management, and governance of terrestrial and marine biodiversity in the Caribbean Islands hotspot focusing initially on Cuba, Haiti and Dominican Republic with progressive and well-structured expansion to other countries and territories.  
142.  UN Environment and the Central American Commission for Environment and Development (CCAD for its initials in Spanish) jointly organized the Mesoamerican Dialogue on the Conservation of Wildlife - Challenges and Opportunities. This event was attended by members of the Observation Network and Application of the Wildlife Policy of Central America and the Dominican Republic (ROAVIS for its initials in Spanish) who shared their results and lessons learned in the activities implemented to tackle illegal wildlife, at national and regional level. The main objective of the Mesoamerican Dialogue was to raise awareness about the protection of wildlife in the Mesoamerican region, as well as to identify areas of action to strengthen and harmonize legal frameworks in order to tackle illegal wildlife trade. In this regard, contributions were provided to: i) Strengthen coordination and cooperation between national and regional institutions that protect wildlife; ii) have a common understanding of what is required to support harmonization efforts of national and regional legal regimes that effectively address the multiple aspects involved in wildlife crime. 
143. An increasingly important issue for the region is the need for greater understanding of blue forests - mangroves, underwater meadows and marshes - which are key in carbon capture and storage.

Future activities 
144.  The operationalisation of a Regional Cooperation Program on Biological Diversity for Latin America and the Caribbean is expected for the first half of 2019. It is expected that the pillars will be established around a platform for the exchange of relevant information, including on the integration of biodiversity in different national productive sectors of the region, as well as, creation of an active network of authorities and focal points, interacting regularly from short to moderate sessions on critical and priority issues for the region.
145. National dialogues on biodiversity and business are an important platform to establish an approach with the productive sectors. Progress at the national and regional level in the organization of these dialogues is expected. 
146. A meeting is planned with the development banks of the Amazon countries, to integrate the criteria of sustainable best practices in productive sectors within the credit portfolios, as well as to discuss the creation of an Amazon Fund to integrate sustainability criteria, in the mainstreaming of biodiversity within economic activities in the biome.
147.  An economic valuation study of ecosystem services of the Amazonian protected areas is being conducted. The study focuses on the contributions of ecosystem services to the tourism sector in a protected area, and it aims to achieve greater impact on public policies and those related to protected areas in the countries that comprise it, maintaining a focus on conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity.
148. As part of the follow-up to the IAPA project, a project for the integration of biodiversity conservation in productive landscapes of the Amazon biome which establishes biodiversity-friendly production systems together with economic valuation exercises of ecosystem services to incorporate environmental variables in national budgets is being developed.
149. An analysis of the contributions of the protected areas to productive sectors of the Amazon biome for the fulfilment of the Sustainable Development Goals is being elaborated, integrating data on the value of biotrade within the economies of the countries.
150. The region continues to experience an increase in illegal wildlife trade. In this sense, work is required to increase awareness of the protection of wildlife, as well as the identification of areas of action to strengthen and harmonize legal frameworks in order to conserve wildlife.
151. Eleven countries in Latin America and the Caribbean will continue to prepare and review their National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs), supported by the GEF.
152. In the future, the implementation efforts of the Cartagena Protocol in Panama of the GEF Biosecurity Project in Panama will be aimed at creating an updated legal framework, and all the necessary training for its implementation in the country, in addition to the implementation of a Biosafety Clearing House (BCH) for transparency and presentation of everything that has to do with GMOs. Additional communication efforts will also be made to inform and raise the debate on the issue in the country, as well as socialization and dissemination of lessons learned and best practices through the media, and international forums such as the Ninth Meeting of the Parties of the Cartagena Protocol (COP/MOP 9)
153. The region is preparing for the Fourteenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD COP 14), which will take place from November 17 to 29, 2018 in Egypt, where progress in the implementation of the Strategic Plan will be examined in the Biological Diversity 2011-2020. For the mainstreaming of biodiversity in productive sectors, the COP will focus on the sectors of energy, mining, infrastructure, manufacturing and processing, and health.
154. The Third Latin American Congress of Protected Areas will be held from March 17 to 20, 2019, under the slogan "Wellbeing and natural solutions for sustainable development", and in which the importance of integrating biodiversity in all sectors of society will be addressed, as well as international strategies, global commitments, alliances and opportunities and how they benefit from integration.
155.  The region will continue to seek synergies with the different sectors within the national economies to mainstream biodiversity and promote its sustainable use, along with the achievement of international goals.


Decision 11 –Oceans
156. This decision highlighted the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of marine-coastal resources for sustainable development. The Latin American and Caribbean region took important steps to combat the main factors that impact the health and productivity of the oceans, such as the increasing pollution from land-based sources, particularly around marine litter, reduction of nutrients through a better management of agricultural practices and the integrated management of solid waste. The region is leading the way on blue economy, with several ongoing initiatives. Likewise, the coordination and governance of the region's seas was strengthened through the Regional seas Conventions and action Plans (Cartagena Convention in the Caribbean Sea, Lima Convention in the Southeast Pacific, and Antigua Convention in the Northeast Pacific).

Progress: implemented activities and results
157. The region advanced in the development of regional action plans on marine litter, as part of the countries' commitments to the regional seas conventions. These regional action plans, in conjunction with the national action plans, form the basis to address the growing problem of marine litter, including micro-plastics, through legislation, provision of scientific information, communication campaigns, participation of civil society and the private sector.
158. The region has shown great interest and leadership in the Clean Seas campaign of the UN Environment on marine litter. To date, 15 countries in the region[footnoteRef:30] have joined the campaign and are taking important measures to eliminate marine pollution by plastics, including actions such as: banning plastic bags, expanded polystyrene and other single-use plastic items; increasing awareness and knowledge of the problem; and development of national action plans on marine litter. [30:  Argentina, Barbados, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, República Dominicana, Ecuador, Granada, Guyana, Honduras, Panamá, Perú, Santa Lucía, Uruguay] 

159. In general, a large number of countries in the region are implementing and designing national laws[footnoteRef:31], and implementing other instruments[footnoteRef:32] to specifically address the problem of pollution by plastic bags and other single-use plastics, such as bottles and containers. The growing evidence of plastic waste accumulated in the coasts and beaches of different countries of the region has accelerated the process of awareness and elaboration of corresponding legislation. There is also an increased understanding of the impacts of these pollutants on productive sectors such as fisheries and tourism. [31:  Antigua y Barbuda, Argentina, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belice, Islas Vírgenes Británicas, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, Guyana, Haiti, Panama, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
]  [32:  Barbados, Cayman Islands, Jamaica] 

160. The mobilization of civil society around marine litter is evidenced by the increase in beach clean-ups and information available to the general public. Additionally, there are several different campaigns of NGOs in the region related to the use of single-use plastics, such as bags, straws and bottles. In this sense, collaboration with the MarViva Foundation important progress has been made in Central America.
161. The region is increasing its understanding of the "blue economy", that is, how can the practices of productive sectors be improved in the use of marine resources in a more sustainable and efficient manner. This includes improving fishing practices, nutrient management and pesticides in the agricultural sector, and the use of marine spatial planning tools for sectors such as coastal tourism, as well as taking measures around the growing maritime transport. In this sense, regional workshops have been held in partnership with local and regional actors such as the regional workshop on the blue economy, focused on the Cayman Trench in the Caribbean Sea, one of the areas of marine biological importance in the region.
162. The region remains firmly committed to achieving Target 11 of the Aichi Targets, which calls on countries to conserve at least 10% of their territorial waters for marine protected areas. As a region of Latin America and the Caribbean, an increase from 3% in 2015 to approximately 7% in 2017 is estimated. In this sense, UN Environment has supported regional and national workshops, including South-South cooperation, related to the governance and management of marine protected areas and the use of decision making tools, such as marine spatial planning.
163. For the region understanding blue forests - mangroves, underwater meadows and marshes - that are key pieces in the capture and storage of carbon is important. A global workshop was held within the context of the GEF project on blue forests that brought together experts on this topic. A consensus of the experts is that the region has a broad potential for understanding and including the benefits of these blue forests in making public policy decisions.

 Future activities
164. The region has the opportunity to participate in the Fourth Intergovernmental Meeting to Review the Implementation of the Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA-LBA), to be held in Bali, Indonesia October 31 - November 1, 2018.
165. This event will analyse the progress made regarding the global partnerships of marine litter, nutrient management and wastewater management. In this sense, it is an opportunity for the countries of the region to renew their commitments to help with the protection of our oceans from land-based sources of pollution.
166. Likewise, this meeting will be organized consecutively with the 5th "Our Oceans" Conference, to be held in Bali, Indonesia, from 29 to 30 October 2018, which is another opportunity for the countries of the region to participate in the global discussions on oceans.
167.  In relation to the work of the Global Programme of Action, the region has a specific interest in increasing knowledge regarding the sustainable management of wastewater and nutrients, as a way to reduce ocean pollution from land-based activities and to increase the promotion of circular principles.
168. In alliance with relevant organizations, national progress is expected in the understanding of blue forests - mangroves, underwater meadows and marshes - which are key in the capture and storage of carbon. 
169. Of particular importance to the region is the increased understanding of the integrated management of marine ecosystems and the use of the marine spatial planning tool for decision making. In this sense, it is expected to carry out regional workshops in partnership with the regional seas conventions, around the articulation of national and regional strategies for blue economy. There are national and regional proposals underway towards the GEF. 
170. The region has an opportunity to integrate oceans into its development agenda, through the inclusion of Sustainable Development Goal 14, whose purpose is to conserve and sustainably use oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development. In this sense, a study is being carried out on how the region can face these commitments that imply intersectoral coordination at the national level. 
171. The region will continue to accelerate knowledge and activities on blue economy related to the use of marine resources in a sustainable manner, including by contributing to a planned parallel event in the Fourteenth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to be held in Egypt, 17-29 November 2018.
172.  It is expected that the greatest legislative advances on the issue of marine litter will continue with laws especially aimed at encouraging a decrease in the use of non-recyclable plastics. Public awareness campaigns are also expected in several countries of the region.
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Environmental Training Network Trust Fund (2014-2017)

Chile 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	10566.0	8777.0	3434.0	10000.0	Colombia 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	20000.0	20000.0	20000.0	20000.0	Costa Rica 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	2572.0	2572.0	10665.0	Ecuador	[SERIES NAME]

2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	20100.0	Guatemala 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	5000.0	5000.0	5000.0	México 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	20000.0	3670.0	Panamá 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	10000.0	10000.0	10000.0	10000.0	Perú 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	10000.0	10000.0	20076.0	Rep Dominicana 	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	4968.0	4968.0	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	0.167347714530077	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	0.316766448097817	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	0.0407361652253793	16%

2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	0.316766448097817	
2014.0	2015.0	2016.0	2017.0	0.316766448097817	
CONTRIBUCIONES (USD)
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