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T h e  p r o j e c t ,  “ E l i m i n a t i n g  M e r c u r y  S k i n  L i g h t e n i n g  P r o d u c t s ”  ( G E F
1 0 8 1 0  P r o j e c t )  w h i c h  i s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  G l o b a l  E n v i r o n m e n t  F a c i l i t y
( G E F ) ,  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  E n v i r o n m e n t
P r o g r a m m e  ( U N E P )  a n d  c o - e x e c u t e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  H e a l t h
O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( W H O )  a n d  B i o d i v e r s i t y  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  ( B R I )  i n
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  o f  G a b o n ,  J a m a i c a ,  a n d  S r i
L a n k a .  

T h e  G E F  1 0 8 1 0  p r o j e c t  a i m s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  m e r c u r y  c o n t a i n i n g  s k i n
l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s  ( S L P s )  b y  s u p p o r t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p
o r  s t r e n g t h e n  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  p h a s e  o u t
S L P s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  M i n a m a t a  C o n v e n t i o n ;  e n g a g i n g  s u p p l y  c h a i n
a c t o r s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a d e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f
s k i n  l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s ;  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  n a t i o n a l  c a p a c i t i e s  i n
t e s t i n g  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  s k i n  l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g
t r a i n i n g  o f  c u s t o m  a g e n t s ;  a n d  r a i s i n g  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e
i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  a n d  g l o b a l  l e v e l s .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  p r o j e c t  w o r k ,  S r i  L a n k a  h a s  t a k e n  s e v e r a l  s t e p s
t o w a r d s  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s  t h a t  i n c l u d e
s t a k e h o l d e r  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  a w a r e n e s s  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,
r e g u l a t o r y  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e v i e w s  t o  b u i l d  c a p a c i t y  a n d
c o n d u c t i n g  a  r a p i d  b a s e l i n e  s t u d y  o f  S L P s  s o l d  i n  f o r m a l  a n d
i n f o r m a l  m a r k e t s  i n - c o u n t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  o n l i n e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  S L P s  a n d  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n
p a t h w a y s .  

Background

For more information on the project
initiatives, visit:
UNEP Global Mercury Partnership-
Eliminating Mercury Skin Lightening
Products

https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products
https://www.unep.org/globalmercurypartnership/our-work/mercury-products/eliminating-mercury-skin-lightening-products


T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  a i m e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t s  f o r
t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  m e r c u r y - a d d e d  s k i n  l i g h t e n i n g  p r o d u c t s
( S L P s )  i n  t r a d e  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  s h a r i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n
e x c h a n g e  w i t h  S r i  L a n k a  C u s t o m s  a n d  r e l a t e d  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  

T h r o u g h  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  G E F  1 0 8 1 0  P r o j e c t ,
“ E l i m i n a t i n g  M e r c u r y  S k i n  L i g h t e n i n g  P r o d u c t s ”  a n d  a  r e l a t e d
p r o j e c t ,  “ P r o j e c t  f o r  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  M i n a m a t a  C o n v e n t i o n  o n
M e r c u r y  b y  m a k i n g  t h e  m o s t  o f  J a p a n ' s  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  P a r t i e s  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e
C o n v e n t i o n ”  w h i c h  w a s  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  J a p a n
a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d  b y  U N E P ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  A s i a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f
T e c h n o l o g y :  

S r i  L a n k a  N a t i o n a l  T r a i n i n g  o n  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  C o u n t r y - L e v e l
I n t e r - A g e n c y  C o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  T r a d e  o f  M e r c u r y  -  2  J u n e  2 0 2 5 ,   
C o l o m b o ,  S r i  L a n k a

S u b - r e g i o n a l  C u s t o m s  T r a i n i n g  t o  E n h a n c e  M o n i t o r i n g  o f
T r a d e  o f  M e r c u r y ,  M e r c u r y  C o m p o u n d s  a n d  M e r c u r y - a d d e d
S k i n  L i g h t e n i n g  P r o d u c t s  -  3 - 4  J u n e  2 0 2 5 ,  C o l o m b o ,  S r i  L a n k a

S e r i e s  o f  O n l i n e  C u s t o m s  T r a i n i n g  W e b i n a r s  t o  E n h a n c e
M o n i t o r i n g  o f  T r a d e  o f  M e r c u r y  a n d  M e r c u r y  C o m p o u n d s :

2 6  M a y  2 0 2 5
2 9  J u n e  2 0 2 5
1 3  A u g u s t  2 0 2 5

Summary of Customs and Enforcement Training
Sessions - Sri Lanka

https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Sri-Lanka-National-Meeting.Report.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Sri-Lanka-National-Meeting.Report.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Sri-Lanka-National-Meeting.Report.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Sri-Lanka-National-Meeting.Report.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Regional-Customs-Training-Meeting_Report_Sri-Lanka.docx.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Regional-Customs-Training-Meeting_Report_Sri-Lanka.docx.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Regional-Customs-Training-Meeting_Report_Sri-Lanka.docx.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/OnlineCustomTraining1Report.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Proceeding-Report-Online-Custom-Training-2-AIT.pdf
https://briwildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Proceeding-Report-Online-Custom-Training-3-AIT.pdf
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