Statement by Uganda during the 2nd substantive session of GEP on guiding questions 1 and 2
The delegation of Uganda joins other states in conveying condolences to the government of Kenya and other states that lost their dear ones in the plane crash. Uganda is among the countries that lost her citizens in this tragedy. Uganda would also like to express condolences to government, people and families of those tragically killed in the terror attack on the mosque in New Zealand.  We also thank the Government of the Republic of Kenya for the hospitality accorded to us during this session.

We commend the co-chairs for synthesizing the deliberations into guiding questions to steer further deliberations. 

Regarding question 1 on options to address gaps in principles, the delegation of Uganda welcomes the idea of consolidation of principles under one framework provided it will respect the main sources of international environmental law, integration and synergies that have emerged over time. This will give a legal basis to the principles as applied.
On methodology, the Uganda delegation observes that principles have been applied interchangeably under broad principles and different themes. Therefore, the approach should have general principles that speak to the UN mandate under its 4 pillars (peace and security, human rights, development and rule of law), followed with principles specific to the sectoral approach, governance and regulatory regimes.
Regarding question 2 on options to address gaps related to the governance structure of international environmental law, the delegation of Uganda observes that through the existing governance structure, rules, norms and actions have been structured, sustained and accounted. We are mindful of the influence regulatory regimes have had on the governance structure and the several actors thereunder. Similarly, governance structures change over time and their mandates may become irrelevant.   Given the evolving nature of environment management that thrives on science, we may not prescribe a permanent governance structure but we need a structure to: pronounce ourselves on clear objectives and functions for each organ in the structure; prevent undue influence and maintain trust, accountability and transparency, stakeholder engagements, mechanisms for performance evaluation and secure funding.
