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HELCOM’s vision for the future is...

... a healthy Baltic Sea environment with diverse biological components functioning in
balance, resulting in a good ecological status and supporting a wide range of
sustainable economic and social activities.




Baltic Sea Action Plan

 Action Plan adopted 2021

» By 2022 come to a common understanding
on OECMs and their use in HELCOM

* Define how OECMs can support the

coherence of Baltic Sea MPA network | ¥ @
Aetion plan
« By 2025 Identificiation of OECMs in the = m— -
Baltic Sea region T e T




A co-created regional understanding of how to interpret the
OECM criteria in the Baltic Sea marine context.
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Criteria

Interpretation

CBD guidance

IUCN
guidance

HELCOM common
understanding

Recognized furhter
work

outcomes for Dbiodiversity
conservation.

Relevant authorities and
stakeholders are identified
and involved in management.

A management system is in
place that contributes to
sustaining the in-situ
conservation of biodiversity.

Manzgement is consistent
with the ecosystem approach
with the ability to adapt to
achieve expected biodiversity
conservation outcomes,
including long-term
outcomes, and including the
ability to manzge a new
threat.

biodiversity conservation outcomes. Relevant
authorities, rightsholders and stakeholder should be
identified and involved in management. Unlike
protected areas, OECMs do not require 3 primary
objective of conservation, but there must be a direct
causal link between the area's overall objective and
management and the in-situ conservation of
biodiversity over the long-term. “Managed” can
include 2 deliberate decision to leave the area
untouched.

Manzgement of OECMs should be consistent with the
ecosystem approach, with the ability to adapt to
achieve expected long-term biodiversity conservation
outcomes and to manage emerging new threats
(https:/fwww.cbd. intfecosystem/). Accordingly, the
management of OECMs should include “effective
means” of control of activities that could impact
biodiversity, whether through legal measures or other
effective means (such as customary laws or binding
zgreements with the landowners). To the extent
relevant and possible, management should be
integrated across OECMs and integrated with
surrounding areas.

An area where there is no management regime is not
an OECM, even though its biodiversity may remain
intact. For example, unmanaged areas of the high seas,
areas under military conflict, and other areas currently
in a naturzal or near-natural state should not be
considered as OECMs in the absence of 2 management
regime that provides effective and enduring in-situ
biodiversity conservation. Mzanagement regimes can
include deliberate decisions to leave the area
untouched.

OECM. If a previously recognised OECM is no longer under management, it can no
longer be recognised as an OECM.

Management should support the long-term positive biodiversity conservation
outcomes, Le. it should be possible to prove that the management contributes to
the in-situ conservation of naturally occurring biodiversity attributes over the
long-term. Such links need to be presented for review by national authorities
competent in conservation prior to the OECM being officially recognised.

Management of OECMs should include effective means of control of activities
that could impact naturally occurring biodiversity, and ensure positive effects are

d. The type, andi ity of activities in an area should secure
positive biodiversity outcomes for the OECM in the short and long term.

“Managed” can include a deliberate decision to leave the area untouched.

M include h ished stakeholder invol
should E .
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The Swedish context - challenges for Marineand
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Water Management

On a case-by-case basis, it is not possible to list activities
that always give rise to OECMs

How do we evaluate the net impact of an activity if it has
both positive conservation measures and negative impact
on biodiversity?

What does it mean to be governed and managed long-term?

Do we need an agreement to ensure the long-term
perspective of relevant management and governance? Who
will be the parties to the agreement and how binding is it?



I B Sweden
National adaptation — suggested approach B B Sverige

(Sweden)

Swedish Agency
for Marine and
Water Management

» Forslag skickas
« Lampliga forsla
» Olampliga forsle

» Lamplig aktor (F
+ Eventuellt skriv:

Erkannande

* NV meddelas b
* Uppfdljning av ¢
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* Proposals are sent to the Supervisory Board for consultation
« Scientific investigation of the data

eIl ° Suitable proposals are sent out for consultation

0]={0{ V[ ° Inappropriate suggestions get feedback

« SWAM (?) makes a decision on recognition
» Agreement with the sector or authority

Recognition

» The Swedish Environmental Protection Agency will get the decision and is
responsible for reporting

@) -is * Monitoring and evaluation of the OECM takes place




Step 1: Identify an activity/sector/measure, with
geographical delimitation, thathas the potential
to produce long-term positive results for

DQCiSion Tree tO recogn ise OECMS biodiversity,butisrrta protected area.

Step 2: Is the activity/sector/measure ongoing
today in the geographical area?

Lamplig aktér (+

Yes I No
Step 3a): Identify the site's biodiversity characteristics Notan
v  Campiipa torstn = b e L L L L LR ~ (species, habitats, features and ecosystem services) OECM
- Oléimpliga forsl . o \

Eventuallt skrivt

Must contribute qualitatively, = _.:g*):_c_gntributes to the above mentioned characteristics

1
& ' |
= 1
L ) q q I
+ NV meddelas b e | : otherwise not meaningfully 1 conservation values and a functional network of
* Dppronmnamrs S
\

allocate resources protected areas?

— - - - - - - - - - — - — - ——— 7
No ‘ Yes
Notan Step 4: Are the above-mentioned
OECM characteristics (steps 3a+b) positively
affected by the
activity/sector/ measure?
No Yes M eth Od
) and
Notan Step 5: Are the above mentioned traits Suppo rt|ng
OECM (step 3a+b) negatively affected by
other activitiesin the same area? dOCU ments
Yes [ No
Step 6: Can these activities (step 5)
be restricted by other measures?
No l Yes
Notan Potential OECM managed by Potential OECM, managed
OECM several by asingle
activities/sectors/measures activity/sector/ measure
4
_______________ _ Prior to recognition by SWAM (?), it is assumed that all relevant considerations in the decision tree are accounted for,

I \ : . o L
E e e .SL.Jpported by facts and that t_he effects are followed up. If there is a r.|sk of negative impact on biodiversity from
1 . L activity(s)/sector(s)/ measure(s) in an OECM, relevant measures must be implemented (step 7) and follow-up must take
y  resource demanding. _T<~ place in-situ.
N o o o o - - o ”
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Key points & Conclusions _ Swedish Agency

Water Management

» A regional and common understanding of the criteria - mandate and
basis for collaboration.

» How do the OECMSs contribute to the network of MPAs?
» A case-by-case recognition or a general approach?

» Design a process to assess if the positive biodiversity effects
exceed potential negative impacts of the OECM.

» Agreement of long-term governance and management.
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