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SCOTE AND OBJECTIVES CF THE CONSULTATION

As part of & comprehensive Action Ilen for the protection end development of the
Mediterranean See Arez, sdopted 2t the Intergovernmental Meeting on the FProtection
of the Mediterranesn (Barcelona, 28 Janusry-4 Febru: ry 1975), 2 consultation of
experts on Mediterrsnesn marine parks and wetlands will be convened by the United Netions
Environment Progrsmme (UNEF) in Tunis (12-14 Jenuary 1977) at the kind invitation of the

Govermment of Tunisie.

The Consultation is expected to advise the Executive Director of UNEP on:

(a) the present status of Mediterrasnezn marine parks and wetlands, including

relevant netional legislation.

(b) the importence and significence of Mediterrznesn marine parks end wetlands as:

(i) safe "sanctuzries" for the endengered indigenous Mediterranean species

(seals, for instance);

(ii) ‘breeding grounds necessery for the maintensnce of exploitzble stocks

of migratory marine species;

(iii) mnatursl hsbitats for birds migrating to, from, or through the

Mediterrcsnesn;

(iv) reserves of typiczl Mediterranesn ecosystems rs reference systems for
scientific research, as pools of specific genetic material and as areas

needed for public education.

(c) principles and guidelines for the establishment end management of
Mediterranesn marine parks and wetlands.

(d) measures to be teken for the improvement of the present situetion.

Besed on the advice of the Consultation the Executive Director of UNEI will decide
on the steps to be tagken in order to bring the recommendations of the Consultation to
the attention of the Govermnments of the Mediterranean states #nd to ensure action aimed
at the protection znd development of the Mediterresnean merine parks and wetlands.
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The Consultation will be attended by 17-15 experts on Me iterrsnean marine parks
end wetlands invited by UNEP in their personel capacity. Representatives of
international, intergovermmental and non-govermmental orgenizstions interested in the
Mediterranean region would be welcome as observers.

Bnglish end French will be used es vorking languages of the Consnltstion.
Documents relevant to the Consultation, which will be distributed to the participants
of the meetina, will be available in both of these languages.
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