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Law Division carries out the functions of UNEP in the field of 
environmental law and governance

Law Division supports Member States in the development and implementation 
of laws and policies at the global, regional and national levels to help achieve 
environmental commitments and goals, which respond effectively to existing 
or emerging environmental issues, and within the context of the sustainable 
development goals.
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Most of the Division’s work focuses on delivering 
the Environmental Governance foundational sub-
programme within UNEP’s Medium-Term Strategy 
2022-2025.

Within the current 
MTS, the estimated 
financial overview 
is of 184 million 
USD for staff and 
programmatic 
costs.



The Law Division has three core functions:

Technical assistance and capacity building to 
Member States

Advisory services to UNEP Divisions/Offices, and 
intergovernmental bodies

Thought-leadership and collective intelligence 



Law Division provides technical assistance and capacity building to 
Member States

Montevideo Environmental Law Programme 

Support to Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs): Treaties Programme, 
ACP-MEAs, synergies and coordination

Work with UNRCs and UNCTs

OzonAction



Law Division provides advisory services to other 
Divisions/Offices/MEAs/Processes

 Legal and procedural support to UNEA, 
CPR, and other subsidiary and 
intersessional bodies

 Coordinates legal and procedural support 
for various entities

 Substantive support: legal, policy and 
governance support

Environment Management Group hosted by the 
environmental governance subprogramme 



Law Division provides thought-leadership in environmental law and 
governance

 Faith for Earth

 Right to a healthy environment
 
 Emerging and frontier issues

• Beyond formal law
• Space sustainability
• Digital sequence information
• Sustainability litigation
• Environmental rights
• Etc. 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/43943/Environmental_rule_of_law_progress.pdf?sequence=3


Law Division provides collective intelligence by hosting different 
platforms:

https://www.informea.org/en/treaties
https://leap.unep.org/en


Law Division relies strongly on its partnerships

 Governments
 Parliamentarians
 Judiciaries
 UN bodies
MEA Secretariats
 Civil society
 Indigenous Peoples
 Private sector



Thank you

Patricia Kameri-Mbote
Director, Law Division
patricia.mbote@un.org

United Nations Avenue, Gigiri
PO Box 30552 – 00100 GPO Nairobi, Kenya www.unep.org
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