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Background: the need to detoxify our environment
Pollution today is pervasive and persistent. The economic development of countries over the last few decades has been accompanied by an important release of pollutants, with significant impacts on human health and ecosystems. Although some forms of pollution have been reduced because of technological progress and management strategies, according to the World Health Organization, still each year die 12,6 million of people because of the unhealthiness of the environment, including 847,000 annual deaths in the region of the Americas
. If the current patterns of production and consumption are not modified, which are based on the linear economic model of "use and throw-away", pollution-related impacts will continue to seriously affect current and future generations, particularly in low- and medium-income countries.
The international community has recognized on numerous occasions the need to prevent the potential impact of the use of chemicals and wastes, and during the last decades important treaties were adopted that address the control of priority substances and waste at different stages of its life cycle, such as the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions, or more recently, the Minamata Convention on Mercury. Within the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, adopted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in 2002, Governments established the goal of ensuring that by 2020 chemicals are used and produced in ways that lead to minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment. This goal was further adopted as part of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM), and subsequently incorporated into the Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals. 
While the importance of make every effort to achieve the goal of 2020 has been stressed, the discussion on the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 was initiated a few years ago. This was also recognized by the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) in its resolution 1/5 on chemical and waste. Latin American and Caribbean countries have actively contributed to this discussion, which will be addressed again during the third meeting of the SAICM Open-ended Working Group (Montevideo, Uruguay, April 2019). 
Also noteworthy is the agreement to combat pollution reached by the international community in December 2017 during the third session of the UNEA, through the ministerial Declaration "Towards a pollution-free planet ", under the leadership of the region. A plan for the implementation of this Declaration is expected to be submitted for the next UNEA session. 
Although the Latin America and the Caribbean region shows a high degree of adherence to international conventions on chemicals and waste, many countries do not yet have the full capacity to ensure its effective implementation. Accordingly, the last meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment, through Decision 8 on chemicals and wastes, urged to strengthen regional cooperation and coordination in this area, as indicated below. On the other hand, there is growing concern at the evidence of the impacts caused by marine litter and by the unsound management of waste, so these are aspects that are also developed below for consideration of the Forum of Ministers. 
A concerted response: the Action Plan for regional cooperation on chemicals and waste
Pursuant to decision 8 on chemicals and wastes adopted at the twentieth meeting of the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, the Intergovernmental Network on Chemicals and Wastes for Latin America and the Caribbean was established. The Network is mandated to develop a biennial action plan that identifies areas of cooperation and priority activities to support and strengthen the sound management of chemicals and waste in the region. The implementation of this plan will contribute to reduce the impact on the environment and health associated with the life cycle of chemicals and wastes, as well as to the achievement of the related goals of Agenda 2030.  
In accordance, the Action Plan for regional cooperation on chemical and waste management 2019-2020, has been developed through a consultation process with the Network national focal points, which identified a set of regional priorities in the areas of action set out in Decision 8
, considering also the evolution of the chemicals and waste agenda at the international level. The Plan summarizes the regional situation and trends on chemical and waste management and proposes 33 specific actions of regional cooperation in the different areas
. It is complemented by a Resource Mobilization Strategy
, to facilitate the implementation of the proposed activities. 
The possible adoption of the Action Plan within the framework of the Forum of Ministers can therefore set a milestone in the concerted action of the countries in the region to move towards the sustainable management of chemicals and waste.
Facing new challenges to prevent marine litter and the unsound management of waste
Ocean pollution from accumulation of waste has become one of the main challenges faced today by the international community. Plastics are the most prevalent fraction of waste found in oceans, seas, lakes and rivers. It is estimated that between 4.8 and 12.7 million tonnes of plastic waste are discharged annually into the oceans, mainly due to inadequate solid waste management
. Smaller plastics (less than 5 mm in length) are known as micro plastics. These particles act as sponges adhering and agglomerating other pollutants present in the water bodies and generating highly toxic aggregates. Due to its persistence and global occurrence, micro plastics have become a worldwide concern, as they pose a risk to health and the environment, and the scope of the problem is not yet properly sized.   
To address this challenge, an integrated and regional approach is needed, including strategies to restrict and reduce the use of plastics, ensure the environmentally sound management of waste, as well as the monitoring and surveillance of water bodies. In the same way, it is necessary to promote innovation and the development of alternatives, as well as new technologies that replace, reduce and prevent their release to water. To this end, the participation of all stakeholders related in the life cycle of plastic is fundamental, from those who produce and place the products in market, to those who must ensure protection of human health and the environment.

On the other hand, as previously noted, the unsound management of waste is one of the main causes of litter reaching the oceans, as well as the source of a range of impacts. In the Latin American and the Caribbean region, despite improvements in recent decades in solid waste collection and treatment systems, approximately 145,000 tonnes/day are still disposed of in open dumps, burned, or other inadequate practices, including 17,000 tonnes/day of plastic waste. This is equivalent to 27% of the regional population, or the waste generated by 170 million people
. This practice generates serious health risks, both for people who usually operate in landfills and for the surrounding population. At the same time, it gives rise to a set of severe environmental impacts, including water pollution, the emission of toxic and greenhouse gases, as well as soil pollution, which in turn affect productive activity, such as of the tourist sector.
This situation is particularly concerning in view of the rate of waste generation and its complexity, which has steadily increased in the region, without having developed at the same time an advanced economy to prevent and recover these resources and ensure an adequate final disposal of waste. 
In this regard, it is important that the countries of the region accelerate their plans to phase-out the unsound waste management practices, such as open dumps and open burning, and proceed to implement effective methods of prevention, recovery of resources, and adequate final disposal.
Possible agreements and elements of discussion
In this area, the Forum of Ministers of Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean could achieve joint visions and action-oriented agreements in several concrete elements, such as:
a. Adoption of the Action Plan for regional cooperation on chemicals and waste management 2019-2020, highlighting the importance of the Intergovernmental Network on Chemicals and Wastes for Latin America and the Caribbean, as a platform to facilitate technical cooperation and information exchange between countries. In addition, countries may also reflect on priority issues to be addressed on the chemicals and waste agenda at the regional and international levels (for example, on the sound management of chemicals and wastes beyond 2020), as well as to announce specific cooperation agreements between countries, for example, on regulatory cooperation.
b. To express the commitment to develop and adopt integrated policies and strategies to prevent marine litter, including the promotion of mechanisms to restrict and reduce the use of plastics, to ensure the environmentally sound management of waste, as well such as monitoring and surveillance of water bodies. The Forum can be a suitable platform for countries to report on their specific plans, and to share a rage of successful experiences that are already taking place in the region.  
c. To highlight the importance to progressively phase-out inadequate waste management practices, including open dumps and open burning of waste, and to promote innovative solutions for the prevention, recovery of resources, and adequate final disposal of waste. The Forum could promote the establishment of a voluntary working group or coalition between governments and other relevant organizations, in coordination with other related initiatives, to develop a roadmap for the progressive closure of open dumps and the effective transition towards the sound management of waste in Latin America and the Caribbean, including the development of technical and financial guidelines. The importance of countries sharing their experience in this area should also be noted.
1. Some key questions to advance an ecosystem approach to the SDGs implementation

· In what way do SDG targets contribute or not to environmental objectives such as climate change mitigation, climatic resilience, sustainable consumption and production, and the conservation of biodiversity, hydrological cycles and the soils?
The session also offers a valuable opportunity to encourage dialogue and reflection on a number of related elements, such as:
a. What are the main challenges in the region to ensure a toxic and waste-free environment? What coordination and cooperation mechanisms need to be promoted in the region?

b. What kind of policies and actions are required in the short term? Where should the management of chemicals and waste be directed beyond 2020?
c. How can the engagement of the private sector and civil society be promoted?
d. What kind of strategies can be more effective to reduce plastic pollution in the oceans? 

e. How can we move towards a circular economy model, minimizing the generation of waste, and ensuring its sound management?
� WHO (2016) Preventing disease through healthy environments: a global assessment of the burden of disease from environmental risks. 


� See reference Report https://bit.ly/2vRlPHS


� Including Governance, coordination mechanisms and international presence; Knowledge, information and monitoring; Priority issues within the framework of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM); the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions; Mercury/Minamata Convention and lead; Waste management. 


� Reference Report https://bit.ly/2vRlPHS


� Jambeck, J.R., Geyer, R., Wilcox, C., Siegler, T.R., Perryman, M., Andrady, A. et al. (2015). Plastic waste inputs from land into the ocean. Science 347(6223), 768-771. � HYPERLINK "http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1260352" �http://doi.org/10.1126/science.1260352�. 


� UN environment (in press) perspective on waste management in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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