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Thematic Session 1. Environmental Governance:
Empowering Local and Regional Governments to Achieve the Goals of the Multilateral Environmental Agreements

Examples
Share examples of how your local and regional government engages with national or Share examples of how national governments are strengthening multi-level governance to empower
international environmental frameworks. subnational actors to contribute to national/international environmental goals

Recommendations Challenges
What are your top suggestions to strengthen the engagement of local and regional governments in What do you think are the key barriers to local implementation ?
the implementation of the Multilateral Environmental Agreements ?

Determining the capacity of cities and
towns before urbanization is critical for
sustainable development. However it is

hard because census projections are
not used for this process, and would be

questionable if so, but long-term land
use planning should integrate this
perspective. Likewise, implementation
policies and plans remain a major
challenge despite available frameworks.

Political will of the city
mayors in African
countries is affected by the
lack of independence of
the local government.
Alignment with their local
NGOs can help strengthen
cooperation and
accountability and action. Africa impediments is primarily energy ,
water and accountability in general,
which affects budgets implementation
and physical development. UNEA-7
guidelines will be achieved if
accountability becomes the priority or
norm in all aspects of the project and
the principles of leaving no one behind.
| recommend supervision and
accountability coordination by the
board and management. Involving CSOs
and community compliance is key for
achieving the goals and objectives of
UNEA-7

How can planners and policy makers
ensure these capacities inform
decisions to avoid urban chaos?




Thematic Session 2: Overcoming the Financial Barriers

Unlocking Finance for Synergistic Local Action

_ Examples Challenges

Share examples of successful finance mechanisms you have tested What are the key barriers your government/organisation face
to overcome the financial barriers cities and regions face to tackle when financing local climate action?
climate change.

Based on my experience in housing retrofit projects
in the UK and observing initiatives in Kenya and
Nigeria, key barriers governments face in financing
local climate action include limited funding, high
perceived investment risk, and fragmented
governance. Multi-stakeholder collaboration, pooled
or blended finance, and transparent governance
structures are critical to overcoming these challenges.

Other comments/ideas/questions

Which mechanism or instrument would you recommend to Anything else?
overcome the financial barriers preventing local climate action?

In my experience coordinating donor-funded housing retrofit
projects, we successfully leveraged pool financing, combining
multiple government and donor funding streams, to overcome
financial barriers and deliver measurable climate and social
impact. )
For local climate action more broadly, | would recommend pool
financing and, where possible, blended finance to attract private
investment, combined with FX hedging or guarantees to mitigate
financial risk, particularly in LMICs.




Cities and Regions Summit Wrap-up
Linking Summit Outcomes to UNEA-7 and the Global Sustainability Agenda

Examples
Share recent achievements on the global environmental achievements for local and regional governments.

Recommendations

Share opportunities in the upcoming global processes for cities and regions




Cities and Regions Summit Opening:

Advancing Sustainable solutions through local action

Please introduce yourself: Name, Position, government/organization

Mikkel Rosleff,
Cities and
Regions Team,
Cities Unit,
UNEP.
Chika Atueyi -
independent, with a
background in
donor-funded
housing retrofits Christina Marouli -
and sustainability university professor
projects. from Greece -

working on gender
and urban space
and sustainable
cities

Share your perspective on the role of cities and regions in "Advancing sustainable solutions for a resilient
planet” (the UNEA-7 theme)

The transition to a sustainable planet depends on
cities and regions. They are the level of government
that directly represents those most affected by
pollution, climate risk, and environmental neglect. By
giving voice to communities that often feel unheard,
they can drive inclusive, ground-level solutions that
national targets alone cannot deliver.

We need local action and we need participatory
urban governance and design. We need constant -
consistent participatory and inclusive platforms
where everyday knowledge (esp. of now
marginalized groups) is equally valued to expert
knowledge. Local action makes any action relevant to
people and everyday life.




