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Law at the service of  the environment
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Ms. and Mr. Chairs, distinguished delegates,


I’m Paulo Magalhães,  talking in the name of IIDMA and Common Home of Humanity

We are in a meeting talking about options. So the options you will decide up to tomorrow will constitute the contents of the 3rd meeting to take place next May, and inevitably the substance of the recommendations for the General Assembly in September.

As a pre-assumption of this process we must be conscious that although this discussion has as its scope a technical question, we cannot forget that what is at stake is much more than a simple legal-technical or strategical question. 
There is also the question that must be considered: what will be the message that this generation sends out to the younger generation if by the end of this meeting we can only say: “sorry, the planet is in an emergency situation, your future is really threatened by  droughts, floods, polar melting, storms, food crises ... and we have tried to make a Global Pact for the Environment but we have failed to achieve anything. Instead, we have wasted the political moment that allowed us to address the environmental crisis facing all of humanity over the next 20 or 30 years…
As a background to these discussions we cannot forget the political signal it sends out to all Humanity, and especially to new generations that are protesting in our streets in all of your countries. What could be at stake is a “war between generations” if our generation is not able to assume its owns responsibilities.

There is a saying going around in the news that: “When adults insist on behaving like children, children have no choice but to assume themselves as adults. "You're running out of excuses and we're running out of TIME!"

With this background in March 2019, we adults and you as delegates cannot afford to conclude this process without a clear commitment to give a response to youth claims. For this reason, there is a duty to make the outcome of this Working Group a success calling upon the convening of an intergovernmental conference to negotiate a legal text that provides answers to the concerns and call of the youth and society thereby showing real political will to establish the basis for a new deal for the Earth System.

What is at stake is to give hope to the new generations, and not destroy possible pathways for the future. This must be the scenario in which the technical discussions must be framed.

Many Thanks,
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