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Kenya joins other delegations in expressing our deepest condolences to the Government and people of New Zealand for the horrific attack in Christchurch, and to the families and friends of the victims of the attack.

The delegation of Kenya thanks UNEP for organizing this second substantive session of the ad-hoc open ended working group on the global pact for the environment. We welcome all delegates to Nairobi for this session, and we wish you all a pleasant stay. 

Kenya believes that this process gives us an important opportunity to review, scrutinize and strengthen the legal frameworks developed by the international community to protect the environment.   We believe, as some delegations have noted, that this Working Group should utilize this week to focus on developing a common understanding of what constitutes gaps in international environmental governance. We must remain mindful of the fact that what may be perceived as gaps may be due to implementation challenges, lack of capacity to implement obligation, careful compromises during negotiations, and a host of other reasons. 

It is only after defining gaps that we can develop a common understanding of possible options to address those gaps. We must also be careful to avoid undermining existing environmental agreements or the role of UNEP in international environmental governance. We should instead seek to strengthen existing processes, institutions and capacities, and build synergies between existing bilateral and multilateral processes.

Kenya remains open and committed to engage in this process in a consultative and constructive manner as we collectively look for a way forward. 

Thank you.

